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Greetings 
from  Pave 

Welcome  to  The  Coin  Collector  No. 
118.  It’s  been  a  tragic,  yet  coming-together 
period  in  American  history,  and  while  our 
grieving  will  dimin¬ 
ish,  we  will  never 
forget  the  events 
of  September 
11th.  Hopefully, 
nations  will  forge 
together  to  elimi¬ 
nate  terrorist  ac¬ 
tivities  and,  equally 
important,  to  up¬ 
grade  the  spirit, 
health,  well-being, 
and  standard  of  liv¬ 
ing  of  others  not  so  fortunate  as  those  of  us 
who  live  under  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 
I’ve  written  a  few  pieces  on  this  subject  for 
Coin  World,  and  if  any  present  reader  of  The 
Coin  Collector  has  not  read  them,  just  send 
me  a  note  and  I  will  send  a  Xerox  copy. 

Numismatics  has  been  a  bridge  to 
human  understanding,  transcending  national 
borders,  religions,  and  all  other  earthly  bar¬ 
riers.  A  numismatist  in  Kabul,  or  Sydney,  or 
Muscat,  or  London,  or  Chicago  can  equally 
appreciate  a  beautiful  coin  of  ancient  Greece 
and  revel  in  its  art  and  history. 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  The  Coin 
Collector,  welcome  aboard!  In  recent 
months  we  have  had  many  inquiries  from 
historians,  collectors  of  other  things,  watch¬ 
ers  of  the  “Gold!”  series  on  the  History 
Channel  in  which  we  played  a  part,  and 
from  other  sources.  Coin  collecting  is  an 
exciting  hobby,  a  challenging  one,  and  one 
that  offers  many  pleasures.  Here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  we  will  do  our  best  to 
maximize  the  pleasure  for  you,  delivering 
coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money 
which  we  believe  to  be  the  best  values  in 
the  business  today.  Our  emphasis  is  on 
quality,  and  for  this  reason  many  if  not  most 
who  “discover”  us  stay  on  as  clients  for  the 
rest  of  their  collecting  lives. 

New  purchases,  special  offerings,  in¬ 
teresting  and  useful  books,  and  more 
await  you  as  you  look  through  the  follow- 
ing  pages.  See  something  interesting?  A 
treat  is  in  store  for  you  if  you  telephone 
your  order.  On  hand  in  our  “Rare  Coin 
Gallery  Department”  are  Gordon  Wrubel 
(who  knows  coins  from  A  to  Z  and  in  1 986 
was  a  founder  of  PCGS)  and  Mark  Borckardt 
(ANA  Seminar  instructor,  writer,  editor, 
and  more).  Or,  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  in  our 
Publications  Department  for  the  books 
you  want  to  add  to  your  library.  Before  you 
know  it,  a  nice  package  will  arrive  from  us! 

All  good  fortune  to  you  in  coins  and  in 
life,  as  our  fine  friend,  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Edward  W.W.  Lewis  used  to  say  when 
closing  his  letters. 

Sincerely, 

Dave  Bowers 

President,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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A  Young  Numismatist  in  1955 - 


The  Story  of  Ken  Rendell,  Age  12 


The  editor  of  The  Coin  Collector,  Dave 
Bowers,  has  known  Ken  Rendell  since  child¬ 
hood.  In  August  1958,  immediately  following 
the  ANA  Convention  in  Los  Angeles,  the  two 
of  them  spent  a  week  or  more  driving  around 
California  and  visiting  Gold  Rush  sites  in  the 
high  Sierras,  stopping  in  San  Francisco  to  visit 
coin  dealers  (Bob  Johnson  and  John  Skubis 
among  them  and  to  call  upon  Mrs.  Harry  Cut¬ 
ler,  who  showed  them  the  original  dies  for  the 
1855  Kellogg  $50  gold  coin)  and  otherwise  ex¬ 
ploring  the  state.  In  Oakland  they  stopped  to 
visit  with  Do  A.  Young,  who  had  many  bags  of 
1955-S  cents  heaped  on  the  floor  of  his  shop. 

Ken  was  15  then  and  Dave  was  19.  In  the 
days  before  the  Sierra  Club  popularized  Yosemite 
Valley,  they  drove  into  the  park  and  had  no 
trouble  at  all  in  securing  an  available  cabin.  In 
Beverly  Hills  they  were  the  guests  of  Abner 
Kreisbergfor  a  day,  who  took  them  on  a  tour  of 
the  place,  asking,  “Have  you  ever  seen  a  hundred- 
thousand  dollar  house  before?  ”  Neither  Dave  nor 
Ken  had,  and  Abner  pointed  out  the  mansion  of 
William  Boyd  (“Hopalong  Cassidy”)  on  North 
Beverly  Drive,  which  had  recently  sold  for  that 
amount.  In  Fullerton,  they  visited  Dr.  Charles 
Ruby  and  admired  his  dozens  of  1 793  cents. 

Around  that  time,  Ken  was  one  of  the  found¬ 
ing  members  of  the  Rittenhouse  Society,  devoted 
to  those  interested  in  numismatic  scholarship,  a 
membership  which  he  still  retains  today. 

A  few  months  ago  your  editor  was  visiting  Ken 
Rendell ’s  office  in  South  Natick,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  conducts  his  worldivide  business  in  rare 
autographs,  manuscripts,  and  books.  In  recent 
decades  Ken  has  written  extensively  on  these  sub¬ 
jects  and,  among  other  things,  was  the  person  who 
discovered  that  the  so-called  Hitler  Diaries  were 
forgeries.  On  the  wall  was  a  framed  article  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Somerville  Press,  May  26,  1955, 
which  we  have  had  transcribed  and  reprint  here¬ 
with,  together  with  a  modem  photograph  if  Ken. 


Recent  photograph  of  Ken  Rendell,  now 
one  of  the  world’s  most  important  dealers 
in  rare  autographs,  manuscripts,  and  books. 
He  is  shown  in  his  library  in  his  South 
Natick,  Massachusetts,  office. 

A  long  time  ago,  in  1955,  at  the  age  of  12 
he  was  an  up-and-coming  numismatist.  The 
accompanying  article  tells  of  his  fascina¬ 
tion  with  rare  coins  and  how  his  interest 
developed. 


12-year-old  Lad  Becomes  Coin  Dealer 
Through  Chance  Finding  of  1806  Liberty 
Half  Dollar 

Look  over  those  coins  in  your  pocket  before 
you  spend  them. 

They  may  be  worth  a  lot  more  than  face 
value! 

That’s  the  lesson  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  H. 
Rendell  of  62a  Bristol  Road,  Somerville, 
learned  from  their  12-year-old  son,  Kenneth. 

It  was  barely  two  years  ago  that  Mrs.  Rendell, 
at  her  husband’s  Allston  drug  store,  took  in  the 
1806  Liberty  half  dollar  that  launched  the  pre- 
teen  Kenny  on  a  full-scale  business  venture. 


She  almost  gave  it  out  in  change  again,  but 
her  son  asked  for  it  as  a  curiosity,  and  it  later 
figured  in  his  only  losing  business  transaction. 
The  budding  business  boy  grew  curious  about 
the  coin,  read  up  a  litde  on  American  money, 
and  soon  sold  it  to  a  Boston  coin  dealer  for 
S3. 50. 

But  the  four-bit  piece  continued  its  en¬ 
chantment  for  him,  and  every  time  he  visited 
the  coin  store  to  buy  other  coins,  Kenny  would 
press  his  head  to  the  glass  case  and  peer  at  “his” 
half  dollar  in  back .  It  was  now  priced  at  $5 ,  but 
Kenny  talked  the  dealer  into  selling  it  back  to 
him  for  $4.50. 

This  wasn’t  the  high  mark-up  it  might  be  in 
other  merchandise,  points  out  the  brush-cut 
numismatist,  for  rare  coins  increase  steadily  in 
value,  even  when  the  purchasing  power  of  their 
more  common  brothers  may  be  decreasing  in 
buying  power. 

The  Liberty  piece  now  sits  in  a  position  of 
honor  under  a  glass  display  in  his  office  and 
“Showroom,”  in  the  rear  of  Iris  home,  where  a 
steady  stream  of  pint-sized  customers  have 
been  started  on  a  valuable  hobby. 

Kenny’s  first  base  of  operations  was  from  his 
father’s  drug  store,  where  many  adults,  as  well 
as  youngsters,  responded  to  his  scrawled  sign 
that  “Old  Coins  are  Bought  Here.” 

“A  lot  of  older  people  will  bring  in  a  penny 
or  other  coins  they’re  curious  about  to  a 
youngster,”  points  out  Mrs.  Rendell,  when 
they  wouldn’t  bother  to  go  into  a  large  coin 
store  with  something  worth  about  seven  cents. 
At  first  Kenny  bought  the  coins  and  re-sold 
them  to  dealers,  but  now  he  does  all  his  buying 
and  selling  himself,  except  for  very  rare  coins 
that  he  buys  from  dealers  for  his  private  collec¬ 
tion. 

Today  Kenny  has  taken  over  his  father’s  old 
office  space  in  the  house  and  buys  coins,  al¬ 
bums,  numismatic  directories  and  catalogues 
wholesale  from  Boston  dealers  and  re-sells 

(continued  on  page  10) 
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COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 


Undated  (c.1694)  Elephant  token.  Breen-186. 
Hodder-2B.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON. 
Thick  planchet.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  pleasing  deep  brown  surfaces  and  few 
very  minor  imperfections,  mostly  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  planchet  prior  to  striking.  The  inscription  is 
traditionally  ascribed  to  a  plea  for  relief  of  the  great 

plague  that  struck  London  in  this  era .  1,050 

1760  Hibemia-Voce  Populi.  Breen-227,  Nelson- 
3,  Zelinka-7E.  “VOOE”  spelling;  not  an  error, 
but  caused  by  a  die  break  connecting  the  top  and 
bottom  of  the  opening  in  a  normal  letter  C.  VF- 
25  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium  brown  surfaces.  379 
1740-P  French  Colonies.  Sou  marque.  Breen-540. 
AU-55.  Pewter  gray  surfaces  with  golden  high¬ 
lights.  These  were  made  ofbillon,  a  composition 
of  25%  silver  and  75%  copper.  The  sou  marques 
were  struck  in  extensive  quantities  and  circulated 
in  colonial  America,  including  Canada  and  Loui¬ 
siana .  395 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-6D.  Large 
Planchet,  Plain  Shield.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Well 
centered  with  medium  brown  surfaces.  This 
variety  is  attributed  to  Walter  Mould  at  the 

Morristown  Mint .  1,195 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-32T.  EF-40.  Well 
centered  with  medium  brown  surfaces.  Minted 
by  Thomas  Goadsby  and  Albion  Cox  at  Rahway 
Mills .  1,095 

For  the  local  resident,  Walter  Breen  noted  that  Rahway 
Mills  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rahway  River,  at  what  is 
now  Saint  George’s  Avenue  at  School  Street. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-46e.  Small 
Planchet,  Plain  Shield.  EF-45  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Attributed  to 
Thomas  Goadsby  and  Albion  Cox  at  the  Rahway 
Mills  coinage  facility .  1,195 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Baby  Head.  Ryder-9. 

Rarity-4+.  F-12.  Struck  on  an  irregular  planchet 
(as  always  seen)  from  naively  prepared  dies — a 
typical  “rustic”  Vermont  copper,  this  being  an 
early  entry  into  the  portrait  series .  1,175 

Struck  within  the  borders  of  the  “state”  ofVermont  under 
the  auspices  of  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.  Although  Vermont 
aspired  to  statehood,  this  did  not  occur  u ntil  1 79 1 ,  this  being 
after  the  coinage. 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1165.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Superb  medium  brown  with  glossy  sur¬ 
faces  and  outstanding  visual  appeal  for  the  issue. 
Typical  die  break  on  press.  This  American-asso¬ 
ciated  token  was  struck  in  1794  for  the  printing 
firm  of  Cox  and  Bayliss,  printers  who  used  the 
same  press  young  Ben  Franklin  worked  on  dur¬ 
ing  his  1726  stay  in  London,  a  device  which  cur¬ 
rently  resides  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A 
specimen  of  this  popular  issue  to  please  the  type 
collector  or  advanced  colonial  specialist . 575 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035. 

AU-58  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces. 
Few  Talbot,  Allum,  and  Lee  cents  circulated  to 
any  degree,  with  most  surviving  examples  in 
higher  grades,  generally  at  least  EF.  A  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  these  tokens  were  sold  to  the  United  States 
Mint  for  use  to  produced  half  cents . 595 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-12M.  Rarity-4.  STATES 

UNITED.  Four  Cinquefoils.  F-12.  Lovely  light 
tan  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarcer 
variety .  379 

Pleasing  1787  Fugio  Cent  Mint  State 
1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  Four  Cinquefoils. 


STATES  UNITED.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Struck  under  the 
auspices  of Congress,  this  is  actually  the  first  “United 
States  cent.”  A  lovely  specimen  that  will  be  enjoyed 
for  a  long  time  by  its  next  owner . 2,695 

The  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard 

The  Bank  of  New  York,  founded  in  1784,  came  into 
possession  of  a  keg  of  original  1787  Fugio  copper  cents 
sometime  around  the  time  they  were  manufactured.  Over  a 
period  ofmany  years,  beginning  at  least  by  1 859,  bank  officials 
passed  these  out  to  favored  clients  and  employees  and  made 
some  available  to  numismatists.  Included  were  some  of  the 
scarce  type  with  UNITED  above  and  STATES  below  on  the 
label  at  the  center  of  the  reverse  (in  contrast,  most  other 
varieties  have  these  words  to  the  left  and  right  sides). 

Walter  Breen  has  written  that  a  keg  containing  fewer  than 
5,000  coins  was  deposited  in  1788  at  the  Bank  of  New  York, 
44  Wall  Street,  and  remained  unopened  until  1856.  After  this 
time  the  hoard  became  widely  known  and,  among  other 
citations,  was  mentioned  as  follows  by  W.C.  Prime  in  his  book, 
Coins,  Medals  and  Seals  (copyright  1860,  published  in  1861): 

“Within  the  past  year  a  keg  of  these  [Fugio]  coppers  was 
found  in  the  vault  of  a  New  York  City  bank,  in  fresh  proof 
[sic;  this  term  was  not  well  defined  in  1860]  condition.  This 
statement  has  been  doubted;  but  we  are  indebted  to  the 
cashier  for  fine  specimens  of  the  contents  of  the  keg,  which 
abundantly  prove  the  truth  of  the  story.  A  recent  discovery 
of  the  old  dies,  and  possibly  a  manufacture  of  new  dies,  or 
repairing  and  retouching  the  old,  has  made  these  coins  very 
common  in  various  metals  [this  is  a  comment  on  Horatio  N . 
Rust’s  Fugio  ‘discovery’  and  ‘restrike’  caper,  details  of 
which  are  given  in  the  book,  A merican  T reasuresand Hoards] .  ” 

By  about  1948  some  1 ,641  pieces  remained  in  possession 
of  the  bank  and  were  numismatically  analyzed  by  Damon  G. 
Douglas.  It  was  learned  that  the  pieces  were  made  from  two 
batches  ofplanchets  weighing  on  average  143  grains  and  155 
grains  respectively.  Today,  numerous  Bank  of  New  York 
Fugio  coppers  are  in  private  collections,  and  a  selection  is  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  New 
York  [cf.  Breen,  Encyclopedia,  1988,  p.  147;  other  sources]. 
The  typical  piece  (such  as  the  plentiful  Kessler  -  Newman 
variety  1 2-X)  is  somewhat  casually  struck,  lightly  defined  in 
certain  areas  (especially  at  the  bottom  of  the  obverse),  and  is 
apt  to  have  carbon  streaks  or  planchet  rifts.  Coloration  is 
likely  to  be  a  blend  of  original  mint  red  with  brown  toning. 

Among  the  varieties  in  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard,  the 
KN  1 3-X,  as  offered  here,  is  one  seen  with  some  frequency. 

Lustrous  1787  Fugio  cent 
1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  STATES 
UNITED.  Four  Cinquefoils.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Well  centered  with  lustrous  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Almost  certainly  from  the  Bank  of  New 

York  hoard .  1,995 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-16H.1.  Rarity-6.  United 
States.  Four  Cinquefoils.  EF-40  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  with  nice  details  for  the  grade .  1,195 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-104-FF.  New  Haven 
“restrike.”  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red 
and  brown.  Very  attractive.  This  coin  was  the 
subject  of  a  curious  caper  involving  C.  Wyllys 
Betts,  Horatio  Rust,  and  perhaps  a  few  others.  If 
the  buyer  of  this  piece  would  like  expanded  de¬ 
tail,  a  letter  to  the  editor  (QDB)  will  bring  a  little 


“file.” .  1,175 


HALF  CENTS 


Important  1796  Half  Cent  Rarity 
Pole  to  Cap  Variety 

1796  B-2,  C-l.  With  Pole.  EF-45  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  chocolate  brown  surfaces  devoid  of  all 
but  a  few  trivial  blemishes.  A  thoroughly  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among 
American  numismatic  rarities-— a  variety  that 
has  been  sought  and  cherished  ever  since  nu¬ 
mismatics  became  a  popular  hobby  (commenc¬ 
ing  in  a  significant  way  in  the  late  1850s). 
Walter  Breen  has  estimated  that  just  1,390  half 
cents  of  the  date  were  struck,  a  figure  that  in¬ 
cludes  the  present  variety  and  also  the  1796  half 
cent  without  pole.  Although  Breen’s  estimates 


often  must  be  seasoned  with  a  large  grain  of  salt, 
it  is  certain  that  the  actual  mintage  of  this  su¬ 
per-rare  date  was  very  low.  Over  a  long  period 
of  years,  only  a  few  1796  half  cents  in  any  grade 
have  been  included  in  our  inventory.  With  the 
addition  of  this  single  coin  your  collection  of 
half  cents  automatically  becomes  one  of  the 
most  important  in  existence!  .  49,500 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  Net-VF-30.  Nicely  struck  with 
chocolate  brown  surfaces . 595 

Lustrous  1825  Half  Cent 

1825  B-2,  C-2. MS-64  BN.  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  deep  olive  lustre  and  pale  bluish  iri¬ 
descence .  1,850 

1826  B-l,  C-l .  AU-53  (ANACS).  Attractive  fight 

tan  surfaces .  199 

1828  B-l,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 695 

1832  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  13  Stars.  AU-50.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces .  149 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful 
brown  surfaces  with  green  and  rose  highlights.  595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  dark  brown  obverse.  The 
reverse  is  fighter  tan  with  iridescent  highlights. 
Exquisite  detail  and  excellent  lustre . 525 

Tiny  obverse  die  crack  links  stars  2-7.  All  1835  half 
cents — circulation  strikes  as  well  as  Proofs — were  made 
from  one  die  pair,  causing  all  sorts  of  complexities  when  a 
prooflike  piece  (of  which  this  is  not  one)  is  found! 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Well  struck 
medium  brown  surfaces .  395 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

medium  brown  surfaces.  A  handsome,  desirable 
coin .  545 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  example 

with  full  orange  lustre  and  hints  of  brown  on  the 
very  highest  design  points.  Typical  late  die  state 
with  weak  obverse  and  reverse  borders . 675 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  dark  brown 
is  blended  with  natural  pinkish  orange  lustre.  625 


1797  Sheldon-131  Cent 
Stemless  Wreath 

1797  Sheldon-131.  Rarity-2.  No  Stems,  Re¬ 
verse  of  1797.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  dark 
brown  surfaces.  A  lovely  high-grade  specimen  of 
this  distinctive  stemless  type — a  classic  for  many 
years.  The  obverse  die  is  instantly  recognized  by 
a  prominent  curved  die  break  from  the  left  bor¬ 
der .  3,495 

1797  S-139.  VG-8.  Well  centered  chocolate  sur¬ 
faces . , .  169 

Nearly  Mint  State  1802  S-230  Cent 
1802  S-230,  B-8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  brown 
surfaces  with  tan  highlights.  Very  close  to  Mint 


State.  Ideal  for  the  date  and  variety . 2,995 

1803  S-256.  Rarity-3.  G-4 . 49 


Attractive  1803  S-258  Cent 

1803  S-258.  EF-45.  Attractive  medium  brown 
surfaces  with  tan  highlights.  A  pleasing  coin 
that  will  nicely  answer  the  connoisseur’s  call 
for  a  high-grade  example  of  this  date  and  va¬ 
riety . 1,695 

1805  S-267,  B-l.  Net  EF-40,  Sharpness  and  qual¬ 
ity  of  AU-50  or  slightly  finer,  but  with  a  hint  of 
microscopic  porosity  in  places.  Still,  a  beautiful 
example  of  the  only  variety  of  the  date.  Superb 
medium  tan  with  some  deeper  highlights.  This  is 
an  “eye-catcher”  of  a  large  cent,  and  definitely  a 
strong  value  for  the  grade .  1 ,395 

Small  Date  1812  Large  Cent 

1812  S-288,  B-3.  Small  Date.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Well  centered  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  1,795 

ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW! 
Request  our  overnight  service;  free  with  our  compliments 
on  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  or  for  just  $10  for  orders 
below  that  amount.  In  this  way  that  special  coin  can  be  in 
your  hands  just  hours  from  now! 

Choice  1817  N-9  Large  Cent 
Well  Struck  and  Beautiful 

1817  Newcomb-9.  13  Stars.  MS-64  BN.  Well 
struck  with  iridescent  surfaces .  1,695 

1817  N-14. 13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Lovely  fight  tan 

surfaces . 629 

1818  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces.  Pedigreed  to  the  Benson  sale .  695 

1820  N-13  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  highly  lustrous  tan  surfaces 
accented  by  pale  blue  toning.  Among  Randall 
Hoard  varieties  from  1816  to  1820,  this  die  vari¬ 
ety  is  the  most  sharply  detailed,  a  wonderful  can¬ 
didate  for  the  type  collector .  1,195 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  attractive  iridescent  colors .  1,295 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Deep  chocolate 

brown  surfaces.  A  lovely  high-grade  example  of 
the  second  rarest  date  (1823  being  the  rarest) 
among  later  copper  cents  1816-1857.  Not  often 
do  we  have  one  this  nice! .  1,295 


Another  Notable  1823  Restrike 
Ex  Naftzger  Collection 
1823  Restrike  MS-65  RD.  A  wonderful  example 
with  fully  prooflike  orange  surfaces  and  just  a  hint 
of  delightful  pale  blue  toning  on  the  highest 
points.  The  various  cent  restrikes  were  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  talk  presented  by  Mark  Borckardt  at  the 
1996  ANS  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference. 
Nice  pedigree! .  2,150 

Very  late  die  state  with  obverse  and  reverse  die  cracks  fully 
developed,  including  a  branch  from  the  primary  reverse  die 
crack  through  TE  of  STATES. 

From  the  collection  ofR.E.  Naftzger,  Jr. 

1831  N-6.  Large  Letters.  VF-20.  Well  centered  tan 

surfaces . 59 

1837  N-3.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters. 
MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  splashes 
of  orange  lustre . 595 

Plain  Hair  Cords — this  being  the  traditional  style.  In  this 
year  the  Beaded  Hair  Cords  were  adopted  and  were  used 
continuously  in  later  years,  save  for  the  1839/6  (a  special 
situation,  as  it  was  created  from  an  old-style  die  made  in 
1836). 

1837  N-13.  Rarity-2+.  Plain  Hair  Cords.  MS- 

64  BN.  Dark  bluish  steel  lustre  with  considerable 


faded  orange  mint  lustre .  1,275 

1853  N-3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Very  nicely  struck . 745 


1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  Considerable 
faded  orange  lustre  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  final  large  cent  issue.  1,375 
1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  This  won¬ 
derful  example  has  very  nearly  full  mellow  orange 
mint  lustre  just  beginning  to  fade  to  attractive 
fight  brown.  Examples  of  this  final  issue  are  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  with  orange  lustre,  .  1,375 

Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Choice  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Known  to  Us 
First  We  Have  Offered  in  Years 
1868  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  of  only  a  few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large  copper 
cent  of  the  circa  1843-1857  Braided  Hair  style, 
but  dated  1868.  Struck  after  cents  of  this  format 
were  officially  discontinued,  to  create  a  rarity  for 
numismatists,  in  the  style  of  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel,  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  and 
related  items.  We  are  unable  to  account  for  even 
a  dozen  different  specimens,  at  least  one  of  which 
is  impounded  in  a  museum  (American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society).  The  present  piece  has  been  con¬ 
signed  to  us  as  we  go  to  press.  For  the  forthcoming 
book,  Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Pearls,  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  has  created  a  chapter  on  this  great  ranty — call¬ 
ing  it  “antipodal  to  the  1804  dollar,”  in  that  just 
about  everyone  knows  about  the  famous,  classic 
1804,  but  relatively  few  are  aware  of  the  1868 
large  cent.  Just  as  a  set  of  Liberty  Head  nickels 
cannot  be  truly  complete  without  an  1913,  a  set 
of  large  copper  cents  cannot  be  truly  complete 
without  an  1868.  This  is  the  first  we  have  offered 
in  a  long  time!  .  24,750 


SMALL  CENTS 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 


1856  Flying  Eagle  Rarity 

1856  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example,  for  the 

grade,  of  what  may  be  the  most  popular — cer¬ 
tainly  the  most  desirable — of  all  small  cent  issues. 
Golden-brown  with  some  deeper  highlights  in 
the  recessed  areas.  A  few  faint  marks  are  noted, 
none  of  which  immediately  draw  the  viewer’s 
eye.  Here  is  a  delightful  and  affordable  example 
of  the  “king”  of  small  cents,  a  more  than  suitable 
specimen  that  won’t  last  long  in  stock . 5,995 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen 

of  the  first  circulating  year  of  the  new  Flying  Eagle 
design.  Released  to  the  public  on  May  25,  1857, 
the  coins  became  instantly  popular .  1 ,395 

Beautiful  1857  Cent  With 
Half  Dollar  Clash 

1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half  dollar 
design.  MS-63.  A  wonderful  lustrous  example 
of  this  intriguing  variety.  This  piece  exhibits  traces 
of  clashed  dies  with  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar, 
one  of  three  very  curious  and  related  pieces  of  this 
year.  Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Snow  and 
Bowers  texts  on  the  subject  (or  will  be  sent  gratis 
to  the  purchaser,  on  request).  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  specimen  of  this  American  classic — -a 
“must  have”  for  the  advanced  collector! ..  1 ,895 

1857  AU-50.  A  pleasing  example .  165 

1857  VF-20 . 39 

1858/7  Overdate.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  only  overdate  in  the  Flying  Eagle 
cent  series . 795 

1858  Small  Letters.  VF-30.  A  nice  specimen. ..  55 

Indian  Head  Cents 

COMING  YOUR  WAY!  Some  really  interesting  issues 
ofthe  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  are  in  the  works, 
plus  lots  of  information  on  our  Internet  site  (surveyed  by 
Lycos  some  time  back  and  found  to  be  one  of  the  most 
interesting  in  existence!).  Be  sure  your  subscription  is  up  to 
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This  &  That 

ONE  COIN  IS  GOOD,  two  are  better,  and  3.75  are  better  yet,  so  it  seems.  Per  a  recent 
article  in  Coin  World,  the  average  number  of  “buffalo  dollars”  per  order  received  by  the  Mint 
was  3.75  coins. 

•  •  • 

PRIVATE  MEMO  to  George  W.  Bush:  We  read  recently  of  your  announcement,  per  Coin 
World,  “to  nominate  Donald  Capoccia  of  new  York  and  Pamela  Nelson  of  Texas  to  serve  four- 
year  terms  on  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  the  agency  that  counts  the  artistic  review  of 
coinage  designs  as  among  its  responsibilities.”  While  it  may  be  that  Mr.  Capoccia  and  Ms. 
Nelson  are  accomplished  numismatists  and  know  much  about  numismatic  traditions,  we  do 
not  immediately  recognize  their  names  in  this  context.  Considering  that  new  coinage  has 
brought  in  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  revenue  to  the  T reasury  Department,  and 
as  coins  are  used  by  everyone,  how  about  the  next  time  around  nominating  a  numismatist  to 
the  position?  Perhaps  for  starters  you  could  check  with  Krause  Publications,  which  for  years 
has  been  reviewing  coin  designs  and  giving  rewards  to  the  motifs  determined  to  be  of  artistic 
merit,  while  at  the  same  time  their  Ambassador  Award  program  with  hundreds  of  recipients 
might  provide  a  name  or  two  of  individuals  combining  numismatic  expertise  and  a  good  eye 
for  numismatic  art. 

•  •  • 

TREASURE  COIN:  There  are  still  lucky  finds  to  be  made,  and  in  the  year  2000  an  1850 
Baldwin  $5  was  “found  off  Fishermen’s  Wharf  in  San  Francisco  by  a  couple  with  a  metal 
detector.  The  coin  was  unearthed  when  several  buildings  were  being  shored  up  alongside  the 
water,  and  the  sea  water  had  been  diverted  in  order  to  complete  the  work.  Using  their  metal 
detector,  several  coins  were  found,  including  this  magnificent  and  historic  coin.”  This 
description  is  from  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg,  who  estimated  the  coin  at  $17,500  upward  in  a 
recent  auction  sale. 

•  ♦  • 

MARKET  VALUE  ALERT:  A  recent  issue  of  Antique  Trader  noted  that  “a  1 9th-century 
vampire-killing  kit  from  New  Orleans  hit  the  auction  block”  in  a  sale  in  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
conducted  by  Stevens  Auction  Company,  and  sold  for  $7,500. 

•  •  # 

SIMILAR  TO  THE  OXYMORONIC  BOOK  TITLE  Lost  Victories  is  a  recent  article  by 
Robert  Savia  in  Band  Wagon,  “Frank  A.  Robbins,  A  Most  Successful  Failure.” 

•  •  • 

TREASURE  RECENTLY  LOST,  unfortunately  with  a  tragic  twist  that,  in  the  words  of 
the  Revolutionary  song,  turned  the  world  upside  down.  This  is  from  the  Associated  Press, 
September  16:  “Some  11.8  metric  tons  of  gold  worth  an  estimated  $110  million  and  30.2 
million  ounces  of  silver  valued  at  $121  million  are  buried  in  the  rubble  below  one  of  the 
collapsed  buildings  in  the  World  Trade  Center,  the  New  York  Times  reported  yesterday.  The 
precious  metal  was  stored  in  vaults  below  4  World  Trade  Center,  the  paper  said.  It  belongs 
to  people  or  firms  that  trade  futures  contracts  on  the  New  York  Mercantile  Exchange. 
Officials  at  the  exchange  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  on  Saturday.  Repeated  phone 
calls  were  unable  to  be  completed  because  of  continuing  telephone  problems  in  the  area  near 
the  World  Trade  Center.  A  metric  ton  is  equal  to  about  2,205  pounds.  The  Times  quoted 
James  Newsome,  acting  chairman  of  the  Commodities  Futures  T rading  Commission,  which 
oversees  futures  markets,  as  saying  there  was  not  much  concern  about  the  gold  and  silver 
‘because  the  metal  is  secure  and  because  there  is  ample  supply.’  Even  if  for  some  reason  the 
gold  can’t  be  recovered,  there’s  plenty  of  supply  in  the  world.  One  company  estimated  the 
Trade  Center  hoard  to  be  0.3  percent  of  the  global  supply.” 

•  ♦  • 

DYNAMIC  EVENT:  Over  the  Labor  Day  weekend  the  Omaha  Coin  Club  hosted  a 
convention  with  67  bourse  tables,  which  proved  to  be  “most  enjoyable”  for  Numismatic  News 
executive  Cliff  Mishler,  who  is  “already  looking  forward  to  returning  in  2002!”  When  Cliff 
writes  a  travelogue,  he  leaves  nothing  to  the  imagination.  He  drove  there  in  his  Lincoln  Town 
Car,  had  to  “pull  into  a  gas  station  every  350  miles  or  less,”  stopped  at  the  Tom  Thumb 
restaurant  in  Fort  Dodge  for  breakfast  along  the  way,  etc.  Such  things  are  fun  to  read  and 
serve  to  wrap  some  human  interest  around  numismatics.  Emphasis  at  the  show  was  on 
tokens  and  medals,  but  other  items  were  on  view  as  well.  The  Durham  Western  Heritage 
Museum  in  Omaha  wasn’t  mentioned,  but  presumably  some  coin  show  attendees  had  a 
chance  to  check  it  out— what  with  such  treasures  as  an  1804  silver  dollar,  a  “Prairie  Flower” 
sutler  token,  and  other  items  from  obscure  to  famous. 


date,  so  as  not  to  miss  a  single  one!  And,  some  really  notable 
auction  catalogues  will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox,  too. 


1860  MS-63.  Very  lustrous .  185 

1861  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  light  tan 

surfaces.  A  scarce  date .  175 


1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  Mint  State 
example  of  an  ever  popular  issue.  Pale  rose  irides¬ 
cence  graces  honey  gold  surfaces.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  the  old  timers  in  the  hobby  refer 
to  as  “white”  cents . 975 

1 862  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  light  tan 

surfaces.  A  popular  issue  for  inclusion  in  type 
collections . . .  145 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  full  diamonds 
on  the  ribbon  and  full  lines  on  the  shield.  ..  995 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-63.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample . . . 465 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  AU-58.  Avery  nice  example 
with  great  eye  appeal .  115 

Gem  MS-65  RB  Indian  Cent 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

red  and  brown  surfaces .  1,595 

1865  Fancy  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  red  visible . 395 

1865  MS-63  BN.  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  105 

1866  MS-63  BN.  A  nice  example  with  some  red 

visible . 345 

1867  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces 
with  some  red  visible  in  the  protected  areas.  329 

Bold  1869/9  overdate  Indian  Cent 
1869/9  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  A  well  struck  example 
with  even  medium  brown  surfaces.  Highlights  of 

red  peak  out  around  the  rims .  1,895 

1870  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 695 

1870  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  some  red 

visible .  485 

1871  MS-64  RB.  Sharply  struck  with  slightly  re¬ 

flective  surfaces.  Pleasing  orange  lustre  is  inter¬ 
mingled  with  olive  brown.  A  desirable  example 
of  this  elusive  issue .  875 

1872  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this 

elusive  issue.  Light  tan  is  blended  with  olive 
brown .  475 

1872  F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 329 

1872  F-12.  Attractive  light  brown . 309 

1872  VG-10  (ANACS).  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  139 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB.  Brilliant  red  and 

brown.  Very  pleasing  in  every  respect . 850 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces .  1 ,345 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  BN.  Nicely  struck  medium 

brown  surfaces . : . . . . . . 350 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  red  at  the  periphery.  A  very  pleas¬ 
ing'  spe  cimen . . . 675 

1874  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and, brown.  ...  395 

1874  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  pleasing  olive 

brown  surfaces .  129 

1875  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  some  red 

visible .  379 

1875  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  ...  295 

1875  EF-45.  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces. . 99 

1876  MS-65  RB..  Very  attractive  about  90%  red. 

A  beautiful  Indian  Head  cent  from  the  centennial 
year  of  American  independence  .  1,195 

1877  F-15  (ANACS).  Nice  attractive  medium 

brown  surfaces .  995 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces  with  lots  of  red  on  both  sides . 895 

1879  MS-62  BN.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  a 

whisper  of  red  visible . 105 

1880  MS-63,  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 

about  90%  red  on  the  surfaces . •....  135 

1880  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with 

highlights  of  ted.  . .' . . . 85 

1881  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  with  a  few  fly 
specks  noted  for  accuracy. ...  8951882  MS-65  BN 
(PCGS),  Well  struck  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  1 65 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  brown 
surfaces  with  red  highlights . 285 

1883  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown .  165 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  95%  red 

while  the  reverse  is  about  50%  red  and  50% 
brown.  A  nice  example . 479 

1884  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brick  red  and  brown 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  that  offers  “a  lot  of 

coin  for  the  money.”  . 299 

1884  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  mostly 

red . 239 

1884  MS-64  BN.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  . . 165 

1 884  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with  lots 

of  red  visible .  119 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 

and  brown . . .  1,095 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces . 1,150 

1886  Type  I.  AU-58.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1886  Type  I.  AU-53.  Pleasing  tan  surfaces. ...  135 

1887  AU-58.  Lustrous . 39 

1888  MS-64  BN.  Well  struck  brown  surfaces.  185 

Blazing  1889  Indian  Cent 

1889  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  A  full  red  example 

with  some  wonderful  rose  highlights  on  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in  this  high  grade  with 
full  mint  red  (although  in  lower  grades  the  1889 
is  easy  enough  to  find) .  1,995 

1891  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  some  red 
visible . , . 70 


1892  Proof-64  PB  (NGC).  Lustrous  rich  brown 
surfaces  with  red  highlights . 349 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  surfaces  with  mostly  red . 349 

1893  AU-58.  Lustrous . 35 

1894  AU-58.  Lustrous . 59 

1895  MS-64  BN.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 65 

1892  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces . 35 

1896  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  hints  of 

red . 65 

1897  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  a  whisper 

of  red . 65 

1899  MS-63  PB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 65 

1900  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Wonderfully  struck  with 

mostly  red  surfaces .  369 

1900  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 79 

1901  AU-58.  Attractive . 24 

1902  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces .  145 

1902  MS-64  RD.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  bright 

orange  surfaces.  A  lovely  example .  150 

1903  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 49 

1903  MS-63  BN.  Pleasing  brown  surfaces . 39 

1904  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  90% 

red . 495 

1904  AU-58.  A  nice  example . 24 

1905  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces . 35 

1906  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 319 

1906  AU-58.  Attractive . 24 

1907  AU-58.  A  nice  example . 24 

1908  MS-63  PB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  mostly  red . 49 

1908  AU-58.  Pleasing . 24 

Memorable  Gem  1908-S  Cent 

1908-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant 
red  specimen  of  the  first  branch  mint  cent.  Su¬ 
perb!  .  1,895 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
specimen.  Seldom  seen  so  fine . 795 

1908-S  MS-62  PB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  mostly 
red  surfaces . 249 

1908- S  AU-58.  Medium  brown  surfaces .  185 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  PB  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

and  virtually  full  red,  just  beginning  to  fade  to 
light  brown.  Popular  final  year  issue . 119 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 
with  frosty  orange  surfaces.  A  splash  ofbluish  ton¬ 
ing  is  noted  on  the  obverse .  129 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  red 
with  light  brown  toning  on  the  Indian.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  fully  brilliant . 89 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  PB.  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 79 

1909  Indian.  AU-55.  Attractive . 26 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Only  307,000  were  struck,  yielding  the 
lowest  mintage  in  the  Indian  cent  series!  675 

1909-S  Indian.  VF-25.  Attractive  medium  brown 


surfaces .  475 

1909-S  Indian.  F-15 . 395 


Lincoln  Cents 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Bright  red.  .  59 

Outstanding  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 
Brilliant  and  Lustrous 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  orange  mint  lustre.  Sharply  struck 
and  extremely  attractive.  A  delectable  example  of 
this  extremely  popular  issue .  4,250 

Victor  David  Brenner  designed  the  Lincoln  cent  as  a 
tribute  to  the  late  President.  The  first  year  of  issue  coincided 
with  the  centennial  of  Lincoln’s  birth.  The  artist  felt  it 
desirable  to  sign  his  work  in  similar  fashion  to  many  other 
artists  who  had  their  initials  included  as  part  of  a  coin’s 
design.  Brenner  included  his  initials  very  prominently  at 
bottom  of  the  reverse,  found  objectionable  among  the 
public.  Soon  after  the  first  issue  of  these  coins,  new  dies  were 
prepared  without  his  initials.  Several  years  later,  in  1918,  the 
artist’s  initials  were  restored,  appearing  hidden  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  at  the  base  of  Lincoln’s  shoulder. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brown .  795 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1909  Lincoln  Cent 
Outstanding  Quality 

1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  first  year  of  issue  with 
brilliant  yellowish  orange  matte  Proof  surfaces. 
Minor  splashes  of  light  brown  toning  are  visible 
at  upper  reverse .  2,195 

1909  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example 
with  bright  orange  lustre . 99 

1909  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  pale  lilac  toning . 49 

1911  Matte  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Sultry  matte 

like  surfaces  display  even  and  deep  red  irides¬ 
cence.  One  of  2,41 1  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  A 
good  value .  1,375 

1912  Matte  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  splash  of  brown  on  the  obverse  and 
full  red  on  the  reverse .  1 ,395 

Matte  Proof  1913  Lincoln  Cent 
Exceptionally  Fine 

1913  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive 

matte  Proof  surfaces.  Only  occasionally  encoun¬ 
tered  in  this  superb  gem  preservation!  A  major  find 
for  the  specialist .  1,495 

1916-S  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate 
brown  with  much  red  and  an  excellent  full 
strike.  A  supremely  attractive  specimen  of  this 
issue,  which  is  nearly  impossible  to  find  this 
fine . 895 


1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

mellow  faded  orange  lustre .  635 

1925  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  49 

1931-S  AU-58.  Attractive . 99 

1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  brilliant  orange  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  299 
1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck . 59 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 32 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1 938-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  orange  lustre . 29 

1940  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1940-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

bright  orange  surfaces . 36 

1940- S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red . 35 

1941  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1941- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1 942  Proof-65  RD.  Deeply  mirrored  orange  Proof 

surfaces.  An  attractive  example . 79 

1942- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  Steel  cent.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 

example  of  the  steel  composition  with  lovely  light 
gray  lustre . 55 

In  1 943,  the  need  for  copper  to  support  the  war  effort  was 
tremendous.  In  this  single  year,  with  the  change  from 
copper  to  steel  in  our  one  cent  coinage,  a  little  over  seven 
million  pounds  of  copper  was  made  available.  The  three 
coinage  facilities  produced  just  over  one  billion  cents  in  this 
year  with  151.6  cents  per  pound  of  copper. 

1943  Steel  cent.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  light 

gray  surfaces . 35 

1943- D  Steel  cent.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  39 

1943-S  Steel  cent.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,395 
1943-S  Steel  cent.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

sharply  struck  gem . 49 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  fight  orange 

lustre . 32 


The  cents  of  1944  through  1946  were  minted  from 
recycled  copper  cartridge  casings. 

1944-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  folly  brilliant  orange  lustre.  Sharply 
struck  and  with  pristine  surfaces.  Although  a 
number  of  examples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS 
at  this  grade  level,  none  have  received  a  higher 
grade . 99 

1944- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

fully  brilliant . 36 

1945  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  lustrous  fight  orange  surfaces . 32 

1946- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1947- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 

brilliant  orange  lustre.  This  example  is  tied  for  fin¬ 
est  certified  by  PCGS .  695 

1947- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

intense  orange  lustre . 39 

1948- S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality. 

Sharply  struck  with  satiny  orange  lustre.  None 
have  been  certified  higher .  149 

1949- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1950  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Full  orange  Proof 

surfaces  with  considerable  contrast  between  de¬ 
vices  and  fields.  1950  Proof  coinage  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations  are  elusive  with  cameo  contrast . 229 

1950- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 49 

1952  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  example 

with  brilliant  orange  Proof  surfaces.  Deeply  mir¬ 
rored  with  satiny  devices .  139 

1952  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  with 

fight  orange  surfaces . 69 

1952-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  sur¬ 
rounded  by  brilliant  fields . 395 

1953  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  Proof 
with  fight  orange  surfaces . 59 
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1954  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 49 

1964  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with 

cameo  obverse . 39 

1964-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1965  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  amazing 

quality  example  featuring  brilliant  light  orange 
lustre . 99 

1966  SMS.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

1968-S  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  de¬ 
vices  surrounded  by  deeply  mirrored  fields.  ...  59 

1969  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1995  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-68  RD 
(PCGS) . 245 

1995  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  79 

1996  Mint  error.  Die  cap.  MS-65  RD . 279 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  brockage.  MS-65  RD.  99 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 

Small  Motto  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 
Classic  Rarity 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  with  lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces. ...  1,995 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
medium  brown  surfaces . 295 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-60.  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces. .  79  1864  Large  Motto.  AU-58. 
Lovely  fight  brown  with  traces  of  faded  red.  .  69 

1865  MS-65  RB.  “Fancy”  5.  The  ever-popular 

woodgrain  blend  of  red  and  brown  toning.  Ideal 
for  the  type  collector . 495 

There  are  two  interesting  varieties  of  this  date;  the  tip  of 
the  5  is  either  plain  or  curved  (“fancy”),  the  last  being  the 
style  usually  seen. 

1866  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  brown . 39 

1867  AU-50.  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 75 

1868  MS-60.  Lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces.  125 

1869  AU-55.  Lustrous  mahogany  surfaces . 95 

Closed  3  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 
Famous  Proof-Only  Rarity 
Mint  Red  Color 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 
ing  orange  Proof  surfaces  with  wonderful  eye 
appeal.  Last  year  of  the  two-cent  denomination, 
struck  only  in  Proof,  and  made  to  the  extent  of, 
say,  600  to  1,000  pieces  (the  mintage  is  not 
known),  with  no  related  circulation  strikes.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  landmark  19th  -cen¬ 
tury  American  rarity .  2,795 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT 
_ PIECES _ 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  well  struck.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue 895 

1868  MS-65  (PCGS).  Flighly  attractive  fight  gray 

with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Not 
easy  to  find  so  choice!  . 795 

1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  of  nearly 

unimprovable  quality,  a  coin  possessed  of  extreme 
eye  appeal  and  sharpness  of  strike.  All  you  could 
want  in  a  gem,  and  then  some!  . 895 

Frosty  Proof-67  Three-Cent  Nickel 
1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Wonderful  mirrored  fields 
with  nicely  frosted  devices .  1,675 

Cameo  1888  Three-Cent  Nickel  Piece 
1888  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Very  attractive 
with  a  full  cameo  on  both  sides .  1 ,895 


SILVER  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 

Superb  Gem  1851  Trime 
First  Year  of  Issue 

1851  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendidly  lustrous  little 
“trime”  of  undeniable  gem  quality.  A  whisper  of 
pale  rose  graces  the  satiny,  pristine  surfaces  of  this 
sharply  struck  and  highly  appealing  gem  from  the 

first  year  of  the  denomination . 2,365 

1851  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  delight¬ 
ful  ivory  lustre.  A  few  splashes  of  very  faint  gold 
toning  are  visible.  This  three-cent  coinage  was 
authorized  on  March  3, 1851,  as  part  of  an  act  to 
reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the 

United  States . 995 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  975 

We’ve  been  around  iong  enough  to  remember  the  1950s 
when  it  was  not  unusual  to  find  little  groups  of  this  date  on 
the  market — from  several  to,  say,  a  dozen  pieces  all  in  one 
place,  the  remnants  from  some  long-ago  inventory,  perhaps 
Raymond,  Proskey,  or  Henry  Chapman. 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  fight  toning. 
Exceedingly  rare  in  Mint  State — far  rarer  than  a 
Proof  of  this  year.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have 
a  high-grade  circulation  strike  in  our  inventory. 
A  “find”  for  the  advanced  numismatist . 995 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT 
PIECES 

Shield  Nickels 

Rare  Proof  1866  Shield  Nickel 
First  Year  of  Issue  Rays  on  Reverse 

1866  Rays  Proof-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  fight 

golden  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  Proof 
rarity.  The  Shield  denomination  was  not  intro¬ 
duced  until  the  summer  of  1866,  by  which  time 
many  Proof  sets  had  been  sold  without  this  new 
denomination.  An  outstanding  example  for  a  spe¬ 
cialized  collection  or  for  a  type  set,  as  the  reverse 
style  with  rays  was  made  only  this  year  and  in  early 
1867 .  1,500 

1867  No  Rays.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

fight  champagne  iridescence.  First  issue  of  the 
new  type,  which  would  remain  in  use  through 
early  1883  .  295 

1867  No  Rays.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
fight  iridescent  highlights . 219 

1867  AU-53.  Light  golden  surfaces . 50 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  319 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mirrored  fields  with  frosty 

devices .  545 

1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fight  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces .  695 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 289 

1869  AU-55.  Brilliant . 50 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

light  gray  lustre . 395 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  encircled  by 

mirrored  fields.  Gems  of  high  quality  are  few  and 
far  between  on  today’s  market.  A  magnificent 
specimen  of  this  highly  regarded  date . 995 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  frost 
on  the  devices .  499 

1871  Proof-62  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces . 289 

1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  attractive 
golden  surfaces.  Very  scarce  in  circulation  strike 
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S  AUCTION  SCHEDULE 

AR 


November  28-December  1, 2001 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

January  8,  2002 

The  Rarities  Sale 
Orlando,  Florida 

February  21,  2002 

(Mail  bid  and  Internet  auction) 
Kingswood  Galleries  Auction 


March  21-23,  2002 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

May  2,  2002 

(Mail  bid  and  Internet  auction) 
Kingswood  Galleries  Auction 

June  7-8,  2002 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Long  Beach 
Convention) 

Long  Beach,  California 

June  13,  2002 

(Mail  bid  and  Internet  auction) 
Kingswood  Galleries  Auction 


form;  traditionally,  a  key  date  in  the  Shield  nickel 
series . 729 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  surfaces.  595 

1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  fight  gray  surfaces 

with  golden  highlights . 289 

1875  Proof-64  (NGC)  Light  golden  surfaces  with 
frosty  devices . 439 

1875  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  golden 
surfaces.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  decade.  299 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  underrated  is¬ 
sue  in  Mint  State . 369 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces . 369 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  329 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  Proof- 

only  date,  the  1878  challenges  the  1877  in  terms 
of  rarity,  but  is  slightly  more  available.  The  mint¬ 
age  figure  of  2,350  Proofs  is  the  second  smallest 
quantity  made  for  any  five-cent  piece  from  1866 
to  today,  except  for  the  1913  Liberty  Plead.  Re¬ 
ally  attractively  priced,  in  our  opinion! . 845 

1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  the  second  rarest  date  in 
the  1866-1883  Shield  nickel  series . 649 

1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  fight  iri¬ 

descent  surfaces.  Rare  and  in  perennial  de¬ 
mand . 595 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  395 

1879  EF-40.  Lighdy  toned.  Much  scarcer  in  circu¬ 

lation  strike  format  than  as  a  Proof.  Only  occa¬ 
sionally  do  we  have  a  high-grade  circulated  piece 
for  sale .  499 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  nicely 
mirrored  golden  surfaces.  Popular  due  to  the  low 

Kige  of  the  related  circulated  strikes . 695 

U-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  Much  rarer 
in  circulation  strike  form  than  as  a  Proof!  ...  875 
1881  Proof-60.  Light  golden  surfaces . 200 

Gem  1881  Shield  Nickel 
1881  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  prooffike  sur¬ 
faces.  Rare!  Rare!  Rare!  Gem  circulation  strikes 

are  few  and  far  between . . .  1,595 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very 

elusive  in  this  grade . 795 

1881  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 595 

1881  F-15.  Lightly  toned . 299 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  fight  golden  highlights . 925 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with  a 

strong  doubling  at  the  date .  199 

1882  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 79 

1883/2  Overdate.  AU-55.  Nicely  toned  in  golden 

hues .  345 

1883/2  Overdate.  EF-40.  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  fight 

golden  surfaces . 199 

1883  Shield.  AU-58.  Lustrous . 79 

1883  Shield.  AU-55.  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  79 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous.  Selected  quality . 269 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Se¬ 
lected  quality .  99 

1885  AG-3.  Key  date .  239 

1889  MS-66  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  exceptional 

eye  appeal .  1,195 

1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  cartwheel 

lustre .  595 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden 

surfaces .  179 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  with 
hints  of  gold  and  blue.  Lots  of  value  here!  ..  695 
1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre . 545 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  229 
1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  strike  with  fight  am¬ 
ber  surfaces . 209 

1909  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden 
surfaces  with  nice  contrast  between  the  fields  and 
devices.  Check  the  low  Proof  mintage!  Selected 

quality.  You’ll  be  delighted . 995 

1912-S  VF-35.  Nicely  struck.  Lowest  mintage  coin 
in  the  1883-1912  series . 450 


Buffalo  Nickels 


Matte  Proof  Type  I  Buffalo  Nickel 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC). 
A  splendid  satin-surface  Matte  Proof  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims .  1,745 

1913  Buffido.  Type  I.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  179 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned.  59 

Attractive  Type  II  Buffalo  Nickel 
Gem  Matte  Proof 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS). 
Satiny  Matte  Proof  surfaces  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity!  A  coin  for  the  connoisseur  .  1,975 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant 

champagne  surfaces  with  hints  of  blue  and  fight 
gold  highlights  around  the  peripheries . 795 

1914  AU-50.  Attractive  natural  gray  surfaces  with 

considerable  lustre . 32 

Matte  Proof-66  1915  Buffalo  Nickel 

1915  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny 

nickel  blue  surfaces  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal. 
A  mere  1 ,050  examples  were  struck.  This  is  among 
the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled! . 2,195 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1915  Buffalo 
1915  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  won¬ 
derful  iridescent  colors.  You'll  not  find  a  nicer 
Proof-65  anywhere! .  1,795 

1915  AU-50.  Faint  champagne  toning  over  fight 

gray  surfaces . 45 

1915-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
3291916  AU-58.  Lustrous  fight  gray  with  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 29 

1916  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  pleasing  fight  gray 

surfaces .  19 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  great 

lustre  and  a  whisper  of  rose  toning . 219 

1918/7D  VG-8  (ANACS).  A  nice  example  for  the 
grade .  895 

1919- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  pleas¬ 

ing  fight  gray  surfaces  highlighted  by  wisps  of  pale 
gold  toning.  Sharply  defined  obverse.  The  reverse 
is  typically  weak.  High  quality  examples  of  this 
issue  are  quite  scarce .  1,395 

1920- D  VF-20.  Light  golden  surfaces . 79 

1920- S  VF-30.  Lightly  toned .  119 

1921- S  VF-30  (ANACS).  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade . 495 

1923- S  F-15.  Natural  fight  gray . 69 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1924- D  VF-35.  Pleasing  medium  and  dark  gray.  139 
1924-D  VF-30.  Medium  gray  surfaces,  darker 

around  the  devices . 99 

Rare  1924-S  Buffalo  Nickel 
1924-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  nice  eye- 
appeal.  One  of  the  rarer  issues  in  the  series.  Very 
choice  for  the  grade .  1 ,495 

1924- S  F-12.  An  attractive,  natural  fight  gray  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue . 55 

1925- D  VF-35.  Lightly  toned .  139 

1926- D  F-15.  Light  gray  surfaces.  . . 39 

1926- S  VF-30  (NGC).  Lighdy  toned . 495 

1927- D  VF-20 . 29 

1927- S  VF-30.  Attractive  with  fight  gray  surfaces.  49 

1928- D  VF-30.  Light  gray  with  hints  of  irides¬ 
cence . 25 

1928-D  VF-25.  Light  gray  surfaces,  darker  around 

the  devices .  19 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  appeal¬ 
ing.  A  premium  example . 995 

1931-S  AU-50.  A  lovely  example  with  fight  gray 
surfaces  and  traces  oflustre . 49 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

Type  II  Proof-65  Buffalo  Nickel 

1936  Type  II  (brilliant  deep  mirror).  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  popular 
Proof  coin.  Selected  quality! . . .  1,595 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . : . 99 

1936- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  fight  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  189 

1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

SUBSCRIBE  TODAY!  Don’t  miss  a  single  Rare  Coin 

Review  or  Coin  Collector.  Send  us  your  new  subscription  or 
renew  today!!!  And,  do  you  know  that  it  costs  us  about 
TWICE  the  price  you  pay  to  produce  and  deliver  these 
issues  to  you!  It  is  true.  For  this  reason,  subscriptions  are 
solicited  only  from  active  buyers,  as  each  has  to  pay  its  way. 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58.  Brilliant .  1,095 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58  (ANA).  Lustrous  fight 

golden  surfaces .  1,095 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-55.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 975 

1937- D  3-Legged.  EF-45.  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 495 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1938-D/D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1938  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1938  Proof-64.  Lustrous  golden  toning . 29 

1938-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  fight  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 59 

Superb  Gem  1938-S  Jefferson  Nickel 
1938-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  eight 
pieces  graded  MS67  by  PCGS  with  none  higher. 

A  condition  rarity!  .  1,495 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Partial  steps.  139 
1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1939  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  fight 

gray  lustre . 54 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

Only  17  pieces  graded  by  PCGS  with  none 
higher . 1,395 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .' . 139 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  faint 
champagne  toning . 89 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . '..  59 

1940  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  fight 

gray  lustre . 1 .  119 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1940  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 
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Coin  Quiz 

It  ain’t  necessarily  so.  On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  it  is! 

We  give  four  sets  of  clues  relating  to  a  numismatic  person,  place,  or  thing.  In  each  instance,  the  correct  answer  is  among  various  clues,  many 
as  improbable  as  the  right  one.  We  hope  that  this  time,  unlike  with  our  regular  Quiz,  you’ll  get  three  or  four  right,  or  perhaps  ail. 


1.  The  motif  on  the  1857  Flying  Eagle 
cent  is  said  to  have  been  copied  from: 

a.  A  painting  of  an  eagle.  “Pluribus,”  by 
Augustus  G.  Heaton,  hanging  in  the  Ro¬ 
tunda  of  the  U.S.  Capitol,  Washington. 

b.  Audubon’s  Birds  of  America  plate 
subject,  a  nameless  fowl  sketched  in  the 
wild. 

c.  “Peter,”  a  pet  eagle  which  lived  at  the 
Mint  and  flew  in  and  out  as  he  pleased,  until 
one  day  in  the  mid-1830s  he  perched  on  a 
rotating  flywheel  and  was  killed. 

d.  A  stuffed  eagle,  nicknamed  “Excel¬ 
sior,”  on  display  at  Peale’s  American  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Philadelphia. 

2.  In  the  early  1850s: 

a.  Gold  was  discovered  for  the  first  time 
at  Sutter’s  Mill  on  the  American  River  near 
Sacramento,  California,  thus  launching  the 
Gold  Rush. 

b.  Politicos  from  New  York  endeavored 
to  have  Congress  close  down  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  and  move  the  coinage  operations 
to  New  York  City. 

c.  Nickel  metal  from  Lancaster  Gap, 
Pennsylvania,  was  used  by  Dr.  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger  to  make  one-cent  size  to¬ 
kens. 

d.  George  Cogan  entered  the  rare  coin 
business,  thus  becoming  America’s  first  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatist. 


3.  Which  one  of  the  following  is  not 
true? 

a.  The  beaver  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the 
1936  Albany  half  dollar  was  modeled  from  an 
animal  named  “Marvin”  who  lived  in  a  zoo  in 
Guilderland,  New  York,  not  far  from  Albany. 

b.  Henry  Linderman,  one-time  Mint  di¬ 
rector  who  collected  coins  and  participated 
in  making  restrikes,  came  to  own  a  rare  and 
precious  1804  dollar.  His  widow  claimed 
that  he  bought  it  from  a  rare  coin  dealer, 
and  it  was  so  expensive  that  he  paid  for  it  in 
installments  over  time. 

c.  Chief  Mint  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre, 
creator  of  the  Indian  cent  and  other  coins,  ran 
his  own  private  diecutting  business  on  the  side. 

d.  The  Wells-Fargo  Hoard  of  1908  No 
Motto  double  eagles  brought  to  market 
thousands  of  Mint  State  specimens  of  this 
short-lived  (1907-8)  design  type. 

4.  According  to  an  account  published 
by  S.S.  Crosby  in  The  Early  Coins  of 
America,  18 75,  visitors  were  deterred 
from  investigating  the  coinage  operations 
of  Capt.  Thomas  Machin’s  private  mint 
near  Newburgh,  New  York,  by  which 
one  of  the  following  methods? 

a.  A  Revolutionary  War  cannon  earlier 
used  to  defend  West  Point  was  stationed 
outside  the  mint  door. 

b.  A  sign,  “Livery  and  Boarding  Stable,” 


was  posted  on  the  building  to  hide  its  real 
purpose.  A  hay  wagon  and  three  tethered 
horses  completed  the  deception. 

c.  A  palisade  fence  12  to  14  high,  with 
guardhouses  on  each  corner,  was  erected 
around  the  mint  building. 

d.  A  man  dressed  in  a  hideous  mask  was 
posted  to  frighten  curiosity  seekers. 

5.  In  1952  Numismatic  News  was 
founded  in  lola,  Wisconsin,  by  Chester 
(“Chet”)  Krause,  who  at  the  time  was  a: 

a.  Feature  writer  for  the  Saturday  Re¬ 
view  of  Literature. 

b.  Carpenter. 

c.  Stock  analyst  for  Merrill  Lynch. 

d.  Lithographer  of  show  and  circus  post¬ 
ers,  working  in  Baraboo  in  the  same  state. 
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1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 545 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1940-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1942  Type  I.  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  light  gray  brilliance .  199 


11-Piece  Wartime  Nickel  set 
1942  to  1945-S  11  piece  wartime  nickel  set. 
MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Each  coin  is  brilliant  and 
lustrous,  most  with  very  light  amber  toning.  An 
exceptional  set  and  one  of  very  few  sets  possible 


in  equivalent  grade .  2,950 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  269 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden 

surfaces .  1,395 

1942-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1942-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 79 

1942-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943- P  Double  Die  Obverse.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  Only  eight  pieces  graded  MS-66  by 
PCGS . 895 

1943-P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944- P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1944- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1945-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  195 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1948-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1950  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 79 

1950- D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 

light  iridescent  surfaces.  Exceptional  strike  for  this 
issue,  which  is  usually  seen  weak . 79 

1951  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  cameo.  ..  109 

1951- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 369 

1951-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


1952  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Attractive,  deeply  mirrored 
light  gray . .-..49 


1952-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1953  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1953  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample .  695 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with 
mirrored  fields . . .  279 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices 

with  nicely  mirrored  fields . 495 

1955-D/S  MS-63.  Golden  surfaces .  145 

1956  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Very  attractive . 39 

1958-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  129 

1958-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing . 79 

1959  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Nicely  mirrored 

fields  surrounded  by  frosty  devices . 445 

1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  249 
1969-S  Proof-67  Deep  cameo  (PCGS).  Incredible 

frost  on  the  devices.  Wow! . 49 

1994-P  SMS.  MS-69  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  219 
1994-P  SMS.  MS-68  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  149 
1997-P  SMS.  MS-69  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  435 


HALF  DIMES 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

1830  V-ll.  LM-12.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  ' 
Pleasing  champagne  surfaces  with  excellent  lus¬ 
tre  and  splendid  visual  appeal.  Perfect  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  a  Mint  State  type  set . 975 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  buying  coins  takes  much 
more  effort  than  selling  them — -just  the  reverse  of  most 
businesses.  We  travel  constantly  from  coast  to  coast,  from 
North  to  South,  attending  coin  shows,  visiting  other  deal¬ 
ers,  purchasing  private  collections,  and  otherwise  acquiring 
examples  for  our  stock,  always  with  an  eye  for  quality.  You 
as  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  are  the  beneficiary. 

1835  V-3.  LM-3.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  superb  cartwheel 
lustre.  An  appealing  specimen  of  this  type.  .  975 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Alexis  de  T  ocqueville’s  Democracy 
in  America  was  first  published  in  1835  in  Belgium,  which 
should  give  an  accurate  indication  ofjust  how  new  a  nation 
the  United  States  was  the  year  this  splendid  little  half  dime 
was  struck. 

This  was  the  era  in  which  Europeans  visited  Young 
America,  as  some  called  it,  and  went  back  home  to  report  on 
what  they  had  seen  and  done.  In  the  most  memorable  of 
such  instances,  Charles  Dickens,  whose  stories  had  been 
serialized  in  popular  American  magazines  and  who  was  well 
admired,  visited  the  United  States,  was  feted  in  the  major 
cities,  but  then  went  home  to  “trash”  our  country,  much  to 
the  surprise  of  his  former  hosts. 

Lovely  1835  Half  Dime 

1835  V-4,  LM-7.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  Rarity- 
3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims .  1 ,695 

MAXIMIZE  YOUR  ENJOYMENT!  Buy  a  book  or 


two  or  three  for  your  library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you  special  discounts.  See  our 
book  section! 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 
champagne  surfaces . 695 

1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  and  frosty  devices.  Not  rare  as  a 
date,  but  very  elusive  in  gem  preservation!  You’ll 
like  this  one .  1,345 

1849  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  satin  lustre  is  hiding 
beneath  deep  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  Small  die 
lumps  (as  struck)  appear  on  the  top  surface  of  dig¬ 
its  4  and  9.  This  is  a  popular  date  due  to  many 
varieties  of  recut  dates  and  overdates . 995 

Gem  Uncirculated  1853  Arrows 
Half  Dime 

1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck,  and  aesthetically  appealing.  What 
more  could  one  desire  in  an  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  type  issue?  A  definite  gem .  1,975 

QUALITY!  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too! 
Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to  collectors, 
dealers,  and  museums  ever  since  we  started  business  in 
1 953,  and  in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably  America’s 
most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

Our  inventory  includes  many  interesting,  choice,  and 
rare  coins.  Enjoy  our  selections,  then  get  set  to  enjoy  the 
ownership  of  the  pieces  you  choose. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 
coin  for  your  type  set . 475 

1856  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  blue  and  gray  irides¬ 
cence  on  lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  Some  striking 
weakness  is  noted  at  the  obverse  periphery,  as 
nearly  always  seen  for  this  date.  The  surfaces  are 
devoid  of  any  serious  marks,  and  the  overall  appeal 
is  strong.  A  great  coin  for  the  serious  type  collec¬ 
tor  or  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  specialist. ..  1 ,295 

1858  VF-25.  Light  amber  surfaces .  145 

1860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cartwheel  lustre 
with  a  whisper  of  fight  amber  at  the  rims.  1 ,245 

Cameo  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 

with  outstanding  frost  on  the  devices  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  A  doubly  desirable  half  dime,  as  both 
Proofs  and  related  circulation  strikes  are  very  elu¬ 
sive .  1,975 

1868  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
reflective  surfaces.  Hard  to  find  when  you  want 
one — so,  why  wait?  As  the  old-time  flour  adver¬ 
tisement  suggested,  “Eventually — Why  not 
now?”  There  are  many  half  dimes  that  are  not 
recognized  as  great  rarities,  but  tracking  down  a 
choice  one,  as  this  is,  can  be  a  lot  ofwork!  1,345 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
some  frost  on  Miss  Liberty.  We  see  lots  of  value 


at  the  MS-63  level!  . 875 

1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very 
difficult  to  locate  at  this  grade  level . 995 


Lustrous  Gem  1871  Half  Dime 
1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lus¬ 


tre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  ideal  for  a  high-grade 
type  set .  1,495 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1832  John  Reich-2  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  li¬ 
lac-gray  with  amber  and  green  peripheral  toning. 
A  lovely  example  from  a  late  state  of  the  obverse 
die .  575 


Lovely  Choice  1835  Dime 
1835  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brilliant  centers  with  fight  gold  peripheral  toning. 
Nice  coin,  nice  appearance,  reasonable  price. 


Sounds  great,  don’t  you  agree? .  1,895 

1835JR-4.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  185 


1836JR-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Toned  in  an 
autumnal  mix  of  amber,  gold,  and  olive  with 
nearly  full  mint  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and 
a  pleasing  example  of  the  date  or  type,  with  the 
added  interest  of  a  die  crack  which  bisects  the 
obverse .  459 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1842  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  champagne 

surfaces . 389 

1844  VF-20  (ANACS).  Lilac-gray  with  deeper  gray 
in  the  protected  areas.  A  pleasing  example  of  the 
“Orphan  Annie”  dime,  one  of  the  great  prizes 
(and  interesting  nicknames)  from  the  early  years 
of  Liberty  Seated  dime  coinage.  Scarce  in  all 
grades .  1,095 

Marvelous  1862  Dime 
1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  prooffike  delight!  Frosty 
motifs  and  mirrored  fields  exhibit  rich  golden 
toning  that  deepens  toward  the  rims.  This  gem  is 
sharply  struck  with  extraordinary  aesthetic  appeal. 
Struck  in  the  early  years  of  the  Civil  War,  just 
prior  to  lower  mintages  and  extensive  hoarding  of 
silver  and  gold  coins  during  this  batde.  ...  2,475 
PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (MS-67). 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  795 

1877  Proof-60  (PCGS).  Nicely  mirrored  surfaces 

contrasted  by  frosty  devices . 289 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Choice  1884-S  Rarity 
1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Wisps  of  pale  champagne  add  to  the 
overall  aesthetic  appeal.  An  impressive  example  of 
a  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  that  is  quite  elusive  in 
choice  Uncirculated  preservation.  Let  this  beauty 

be  a  showpiece  in  your  collection .  1 ,795 

1884-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 750 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  219 

Cameo  1889  Dime 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  sur¬ 


rounded  by  fully  frosted  devices .  1,675 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


Barber  Dimes 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
An  exceptional  cameo  Proof  with  extremely  deep 
mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  1,475 

1897-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 279 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre 
and  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Parallel  diagonal  planchet  striations  on  Liberty’s 
cheek  were  part  of  the  minting  procedure  and  do 
not  affect  the  grade . 495 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  An  exceptional 
specimen  of  this  year.  All  Barber  dime  Proofs  of 
the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century  have  low 
mintages.  Very  few  exist  combining  the  high 
numerical  grade  and  the  quality  of  the  piece  we 
now  offer .  1,475 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep  golden 
surfaces .  995 

1903- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 

per  of  very  light  gold  toning.  A  sharply  struck  example 
for  the  specialist.  This  is  among  the  most  elusive  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series,  always  in  high  demand . 1,075 

1904- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Very  hard 

to  find  in  any  and  all  high  grades.  We  probably 
have  no  more  than  one  AU-50  for  sale  in  any 
given  year! . 495 

1907  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  motifs 
stand  boldly  out  from  mirror  fields.  A  nuance  of 
pale  champagne  is  seen  on  both  sides.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  and  desirable  survivor  from  a  Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  ofjust  575  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  of  all 
Proof  mintages  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  1 ,475 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre.  Sharply  struck . 239 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

amber  toning . 259 

1908-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  champagne 
surfaces . 675 

1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  truly  great  coin!  Deeply 
mirrored  fields  contrast  nicely  with  lustrous  and 
brilliant  devices.  Very  faint  peripheral  toning  adds 
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to  the  overall  pleasant  appearance  of  this  superb 
Proof.  For  the  connoisseur  who  appreciates  the 

very  finest  numismatic  gems .  1,975 

1910-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1911  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  centers  with 
amber  and  light  green  toning  in  the  fields  and  at 

the  rims .  1 ,295 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  299 

1912-S  MS-64.  A  lustrous  and  satiny  branch  mint 
Barber  dime  that  readily  approaches  gem  quality. 

Scarce  this  nice .  545 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  irides¬ 
cent  surfaces .  169 

1916  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fitting  end  to  our 
offering  of  superb  Barber  dimes,  this  lovely  gem  is 
sharply  struck  with  fully  brilliant  frosty  lustre.  1 ,295 

Mercury  Dimes 

1916- D  Good-4.  (PCGS).  A  nice  piece . 625 

1917  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1917- D  AU-55.  Brilliant, .  119 

1917- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  find  at  this 

grade  level — and  sharply  struck,  too! . 1,195 

1918  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  silvery  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck  and  very  nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Bands.  49 

1918- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1918-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  brilliant 

coin  with  a  bold  strike,  and  a  date  with  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  rarity  when  assigned  the  FB  designation. 
A  definite  winner  for  the  assigned  grade,  choice 
and  highly  attractive  in  all  regards .  1 ,245 

1919  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant  with  attractive  periph¬ 
eral  gold  on  the  reverse.  95%  full  split  bands.  42 

1919  AU-58.  Fully  lustrous  with  feint  toning  on  the 

obverse.  Partially  split  bands . 32 

1921-D  EF-40.  A  lovely  example  of  this  key-date 
issue  with  very  light  wear.  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  545 

Sharply  Struck  1923  Mercury  Dime 

1923  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,695 

1924-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924-S  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  525 


A  coin  is  a  coin  is  a  coin  it  may  be  said. 
However,  if  you  go  beyond  the  normal 
aspects  of  a  coin  (date,  mintmark,  grade, 
market  value)  there  is  often  much  more  to 
be  discovered,  usually  at  little  cost,  but 
adding  immensely  to  the  emotional  value 
and  general  appreciation  of  what  you  have. 


The  attached  image  is  captioned  “Re¬ 
serve  Silver  Vault,  U.S.  Treasury,  Washing¬ 
ton,”  and  was  snapped  circa  1903  by  a 
photographer  who  somehow  gained  access 
to  the  recesses  of  the  United  States  Trea¬ 
sury  Building,  Washington,  next  door  to 
the  White  House.  Here  we  see  stacked  in 
piles  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  cloth  bags 
of  silverdollars,  each  containing  1 ,000  coins. 
In  the  foreground  is  a  separate  pile  of  sacks, 
each  one  marked  “Lafayette,”  containing 
recent  (dated  1 900)  commemorative  silver 
dollars.  Ironically,  thousands  of  these  pieces 
remained  in  Treasury  vaults  until  the  1940s, 
when  they  were  melted!  Well-known  dealer 
Aubrey  Bebee  learned  about  them,  checked 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  but  just 
missed  their  destruction.  Too  bad  for  nu¬ 
mismatic  posterity. 

Although  the  imprints  on  the  hundreds 
or  even  thousands  of  bags  cannot  be  read 
clearly,  chances  are  that  many  Carson  City 
coins  were  included.  From  1962-1964  the 
“great  Treasury  release,”  as  I  like  to  call  it, 
spurred  banks  to  call  upon  the  Treasury  for 
silver  dollars,  and  vaults  were  soon  emp¬ 
tied. 

One  might  imagine  that  the  present 
postcard,  with  a  market  value  of  say  $5  to 
$10  and  perhaps  available  at  a  postcard 
show,  would  add  quite  a  bit  to  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  an  early  Morgan  dollar.  At  least  I 
would  think  so.  By  the  way,  the  boxes  at  the 
top  of  the  picture  marked  “50”  and  other 
numbers  contain  bundles  of  paper  money— 
yet  other  treasures! 

A  tidbit  from  our  Internet  site,  “Coin 
Collecting  News  and  Views  by  Dave 
Bowers.”  check  other  messages  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com. 


QUALITY:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference!  For 
over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in  1953,  we  have  been 
supplying  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  paper  money  to  discriminating  collectors,  dealers, 
and  museums.  If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place.  Let  us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection 
combining  excellent  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1926  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

Gem  Mint  State  1926-D  100 
1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  A  truly 
delightful  gem,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically 
appealing.  This  date  is  seldom  found  finer,  and  we 
expect  more  than  one  phone  call  for  this  beauty! 
PCGS  has  graded  just  40  examples  with  only  14 


finer  MS-66  FB  examples . 2,475 

1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  lustre  and  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  ...  795 


Delightful  Gem  Uncirculated 
1928-D 100 

1928-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  gem  with  a  sharp  strike  and  strong  eye 
appeal.  A  branch  mint  issue  that  is  highly  elusive 
in  gem  grades,  and  even  more  so  with  full  split 
band  details.  Choice  for  the  grade . 2,750 

Impressive  1928-S  Dime 
Mint  State-65  FB 

1928-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  bnght  and  satiny  de¬ 
light,  with  a  high  degree  oflustre  and  a  sharp  strike 
present.  An  elusive  date  when  found  so  fine,  and 
fortunately  for  you,  we  found  a  beauty!  We  expect 
more  than  one  call  on  this  impressive  San  Francisco 
Mint  dime,  and  we  hope  yours  is  first . 2,375 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Light  champagne  toning  and 

full  cartwheel  lustre.  Just  a  few  ounces  of  pressure  at 
striking  time  away  from  full  split  bands .  295 

1929  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

1929- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1929-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 795 

1929-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  superbly  lustrous 
specimen,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appeal¬ 
ing.  A  splash  of  pale  gold  graces  the  reverse.  595 

1930  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1930  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1931  Dime 

193 1  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  centers  with 

fight  gold  toning  around  the  periphery . 1,495 

1931  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  895 1931  MS- 
60.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  with  nearly 

full  spht  bands . 39 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

193 1-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brillrant . 645 

1934-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  895 

1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1936  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1936- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  179 

1937- S  MS-66  Brilliant . 59 

1938  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  with 
sharp  design  definition  and  satin  ivory  lustre. 
Wisps  of  golden  brown  toning  are  present.  110 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1940  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1940- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

194 1-S  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  prooflike 

surfaces .  279 

1942/1  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  fight  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  465 

1942/1  F-15.  Pleasing  fight  gray . 399 

1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  at¬ 
tractive  amber  at  the  rims.  Superb  gem  Proof 

Mercury  dimes  remain  affordable . 495 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint  State 
Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable 
market  price. 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 


splash  of  iridescent  toning  on  each  side . 495 

1942/1-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  pewter  gray 

surfaces .  545 

1942/1-D  VF-30 .  495 

1944-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frosty 

lustre .  10 

1945- S  Micro  S.  MS-66 .  129 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1948-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1948-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1949  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1954  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1955- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1960  Proof  69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  249 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  249 

1963- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1982  No  P.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 389 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


1875  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
peripheral  toning.  Many  times  rarer  than  its  San 
Francisco  counterpart  and  difficult  to  locate  in 
Mint  State.  Lustrous  and  very  attractive . 995 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 

slightly  reflective  fields.  Bright  silver  surfaces  are 
highlighted  by  fight  peripheral  toning . 495 

Gorgeous  1875-S  20-Cent  Piece 

1875-S/S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  won¬ 
derful  satiny  surfaces.  Ever  popular,  ever  desirable  for 
type  set  purposes.  A  very  popular  variety  with 
doubled  mintmark  resembling  a  (8)  dollar  sign.  This 
denomination  lasted  only  a  very  short  time  amidst 
complaints  that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with 
the  nearly  identical  quarter  dollar . 4,500 

Lovely  1875-S  20-Cent  Piece 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
rose  highlights .  1,650 

Centennial  Proof  1876  20-Cent  Piece 

1876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  amazing  cameo 

Proof  with  exceptional  contrast  between  deeply 
mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  silvery  white  devices 
surrounded  by  light  golden  toning . 3,950 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  fight 
amber  peripheral  toning.  Far  rarer  than  an  equiva¬ 
lent  grade  Proof! .  1,195 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 


Early  Quarter 


Memorable  Mint  State  1807  Quarter 
A  Rarity  in  this  Grade!  | 
Condition  Census  Quality! 

1807  Browning-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  attractive  fight  champagne  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  by  cartwheel  lustre.  PCGS  has  only  graded 
three  finer  examples.  A  prime  rarity  at  this  grade 
level.  A  find  for  the  advanced  quarter  dollar  spe¬ 
cialist  or  the  type  set  collector .  25,500 

1835  B-l.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  white  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  gold .  945 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1851-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned .  1,195 

1858  AU-50  (ANACS).  Medium  gray  surfaces 

with  highlights  of  blue  at  the  rims .  179 

1864-S  F-15.  Light  gray  surfaces  and  very  rare,  re¬ 
gardless  of  grade.  Who  knows,  perhaps  E.I.  Barra 

once^  handled  this  coin .  695 

1867  VF-30.  Attractive . 595 

1870  VF-35.  Pleasing  gray  surfaces .  199 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  nuance  of  pale 
champagne  toning  graces  frosty  motifs  and  mir¬ 
ror  fields.  An  attractive  coin  with  plenty  of  over¬ 
all  eye  appeal .  1,195 

Lustrous  Gem  1877  Liberty  Quarter 
1877  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice  unbro¬ 
ken  lustre.  Frosted  devices  and  very  choice  for  the 
grade — an  ideal  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type 
set.  Superb!  .  1,595 

Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  250 
1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  silver  coins  of 
this  era — a  variety  which  at  this  level  is  very  hard 
to  find.  Indeed,  PCGS  has  only  graded  five  similar 
examples  with  just  three  finer  coins .  2,250 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a  “lazy”  or 
horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder,  and  corrected 
it  by  overpunching  the  S  in  the  correct  position.  However, 
even  under  low  magnification  the  error  is  dramatically 
visible.  This  famous  variety  lends  a  bit  of  spice  to  the  sunset 
era  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  series. 

1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  satiny  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  champagne  coloration.  ...  795 

Lovely  1885  Seated  Liberty  Quarter 
1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces  with 


a  halo  of  light  gold  at  the  rims.  There  is  nice  frost 

on  all  the  devices,  a  cameo .  1 ,995 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  surfaces. 
Only  12,000  minted,  of  which  relatively  few  sur¬ 
vive  in  lovely  Mint  State  preservation . 975 

1891— S  AU-50.  Brilliant .  159 

Barber  Quarters 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  Barber 
design .  1,450 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant .  165 

Proof  1893  Barber  Quarter 

Memorable  Gem  Quality! 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  mir¬ 

rored  surfaces  with  frosty  devices.  Seldom  do  we 
have  such  a  gem  in  stock.  Selected  quality,  as  you 
have  come  to  expect  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries .  1,995 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  lustre  with  a 

hint  of  very  fight  gold  toning.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  popular  issue .  695 

1895-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning 

at  the  rims . 265 

1899-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  265 

1902-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper 
of  champagne  toning.  Elusive  so  fine . 639 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 

Among  the  Finest  Seen! 

1903  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  with  lovely 
amber  and  sea  green  peripheral  toning.  A  superb 
specimen  that  is  most  probably  from  an  old-time 
collection.  This  is  among  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen — a  significant  statement  in  view  of  what  we 
have  handled!  .  4,250 

Exciting  Gem  1905  Quarter 
1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fight  champagne 
surfaces  with  some  gold  at  the  rims.  A  truly  excit¬ 
ing  specimen  in  an  elegant  grade  seldom  seen  in 
our  inventory  or  anywhere  else!  Just  one  finer 
example  has  been  graded  by  PCGS,  an  incredible 
MS-68 .  2,450 

1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  appealing  example 

with  faint  golden  toning  over  lustrous  satiny 
surfaces .  1,295 

1907-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1907- S  AU-53.  Brilliant .  295 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1908- D  AU-55.  Brilliant .  165 

1 909- D  AU-53 .  Brilliant  with  fight  gold  peripheral 

toning . 149 

1910  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces .  139 

1913-S  VG-10 .  895 

1915-D  VF-20.  A  nice  example . 29 

1915-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  silvery  surfaces  with  nearly 
complete  lustre  and  a  hint  of  peripheral  toning.  169 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Full  Head  1917  Type  I  Quarter 
1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
full  cartwheel  lustre.  A  dandy  specimen  of  the  first 
design  type  in  the  series.  Not  a  rarity,  but  the  de¬ 
mand  for  these  is  so  intense  that  whenever  we  get 
one,  two,  or  three,  they  sell  immediately — as  this 
one  no  doubt  will  as  well .  1,595 

Impressive  1918/7-S  Quarter  Rarity 
Choice  Mint  State 

1918/7-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  display  a 
nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  A  highly  lustrous 
example  of  this  prime  rarity  in  the  quarter  dollar 
series.  This  overdate  is  desirable  in  all  grades,  and 
seldom  seen  in  Mint  State,  let  alone  choice  Mint  State. 
This  is  an  instance  where  we  have  difficulty  believ¬ 
ing  the  PCGS  population  figures,  which  indicate 
that  70  Mint  State  examples  of  this  rarity  have  been 
graded!  In  his  Complete  Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen 
noted  that  just  six  Mint  State  examples  were  known 
to  him.  Just  20  Mint  State  examples  have  appeared 
at  auction  during  the  last  six  years . 27,500 

Important  1927-S  Rarity 
1927-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  surfaces  with 
golden  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  The  most 
important  issue  among  later  dates  in  the  Standing 
Liberty  quarter  series.  Scarce  at  any  grade  level, 

rare  AU  or  finer  .  2,975 

1927-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  Bright  silver  surfaces  with 
a  few  very  minor  hairlines.  This  attractive  example 
represents  the  key  date  of  the  decade .  895 

1928  AU-50.  Brilliant . 65 

Full  Head  MS-66  1929  Quarter 

1929  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very  faint 
champagne  toning .  1,695 

1929  AU-58.  Brilliant . 89 


Superb  Gem  1930  Quarter 
1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Mint 
State  quarter  from  the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 
Satiny  surfaces  show  extremely  bright  lustre  with 
a  nuance  of  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  A  whole  lot 
of  coin  for  the  money!  .  1 ,695 

Washington  Quarters 

Choice  1932-S  Quarter 
1932-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
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This  &  That 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  our  own  Mark  Borckardt,  who  at  the  recent  New  Hampshire 
Antiquarian  Book  Fair  bought  for  a  dollar  a  nifty  1 906-postmarked  postcard  of  the  Denver 
Mint,  sent  about  the  time  that  coinage  institution  opened  for  business. 

•  •  • 

POPULARITY  CONTEST?  In  a  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News,  Alan  Herbert 
suggested  that  perhaps  95%  of  all  United  States  collectors  are  interested  in  one-cent  pieces, 
or  at  least  this  was  the  case  for  a  long  time.  Silver  dollars  and  Jefferson  nickels  have 
traditionally  jockeyed  for  the  number  two  and  three  positions.  However,  three  years  ago  a 
“survey  indicated  that  silver  dollars  had  moved  into  the  number  one  spot.” 

•  •  • 

WORD  ABOUT  OUR  BOOK,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  seems  to  be 
spreading  in  maritime  circles  of  treasure  hunting,  and  recently  we’ve  received  inquiries  from 
several  different  adventurers  who  are  interested  in  recovering  lost  gold  or  silver — and  would 
like  some  numismatic  information  to  study.  By  the  way,  this  book  is  on  the  verge  of  being  sold 
out  (again!),  and  if  we  are  out  of  stock  by  the  time  you  read  this,  order  anyway,  and  you’ll  be 
among  the  first  to  get  a  copy  when  a  new  supply  comes  in. 

♦  •  ♦ 

WONDERFUL  COLUMN  by  humorist  Dave  Barry  in  a  recent  edition  of  the  International 
Herald  Tribune,  except  this  time  it  wasn’t  humorous.  He  gave  some  of  the  most  moving,  most 
poignant  comments  on  the  World  Trade  Center  tragedy  that  we’ve  read  anywhere.  We 
posted  it  on  our  company  bulletin  board. 

•  •  • 

RECENTLY  young  Brett  Hall,  son  of  David  and  Denise  Hall,  received  a  1909-S  Lincoln 
cent  for  his  birthday,  to  go  with  the  1909  V.D.B.  he  already  had.  Does  this  make  a  “1909-S 
V.D.B.”? 

•  •  • 

TITLES:  There  are  any  number  of  stock  market  and  other  publications  with  Inside  or 
Insider  as  part  of  their  titles.  Recently  we  received  just  the  opposite,  a  copy  of  Oregon  Outside, 
the  latter  word  referring  to  the  out-of-doors  in  that  particular  state. 

•  •  • 

THOUGHT  FOR  THE  DAY:  Never  be  afraid  to  try  something  new.  Remember  that 
amateurs  built  the  Ark.  Professionals  built  the  Titanic.  (Dave  Barry) 

•  ♦  • 

THE  INTELLECTS:  Two  retired  professors  were  vacationing  with  their  wives  at  a  hotel 
in  the  Catskills.  They  were  sitting  on  the  veranda  one  summer  evening,  watching  the  sun  set. 
The  history  professor  asked  the  psychology  professor,  “Have  you  read  Marx?”  To  which  the 
professor  of  psychology  replied,  “Yes  and  I  think  it’s  these  pesky  wicker  chairs.”  (Sent  by 
Cheri  Kaye  Lemons) 

•  •  ♦ 

HE’LL  HAVE  TO  BE  PATIENT,  IT  SEEMS:  The  following  is  from  R.L.,  who  lives  in 
Oregon:  “Thanks  for  your  two  great  books,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  and  the  book 
about  Edmund  Roberts  and  his  adventures  on  the  high  seas  while  distributing  1804  dollars! 
The  only  problem  is  that  my  wife,  who  does  not  even  collect  coins  and  who  has  never  looked 
at  a  coin  book  before,  has  seized  one  of  them,  is  now  reading  it,  and  won’t  let  me  have  it  back 
until  she  is  finished!” 


Remarkable  for  its  low  mintage .  1 ,495 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 895 

1932-S  EF-40.  Lightly  toned .  119 

1935-S  AU-58  (AN  ACS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper 
of  gold  at  the  rims . 69 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  279 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1939- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 59 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 


Okay,  you  collect  State  Reverse  quarters — and  have  dis¬ 
covered  numismatics.  Now,  how  about  the  rest  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  quarter  series?  Dating  back  to  1 932,  the  series  is  replete 
with  many  interesting  varieties,  rarities,  etc.,  most  of  which 
are  quite  inexpensive.  Use  the  present  list  to  build  your 
collection.  You’ll  love  our  quality,  and  the  value  we  deliver 


is  really  excellent! 

1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1949-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning . 79 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1951-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  159 

1951-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1951-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1951- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1953  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1953  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1 954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  consid¬ 
erable  cameo  contrast .  119 


1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  folly  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  devices . 269 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with 

light  cameo  devices . 59 

1954  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  and  folly 

brilliant . 39 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  stunning  Proof  with 

deep  mirrored  fields  and  a  trace  of  frosty  lustre  on 
the  devices . 99 

1955  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
outstanding  cameo  contrast.  This  is  an  extremely 

desirable  issue . 299 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Delightful  quality  with 
brilliant  Proof'surfaces  and  slight  lustre  on  the 

devices . 49 

1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  mirrored 

Proof. . 35 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1958  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem 

Proof. . 59 

1958  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  lovely  Proof  has 

deeply  mirrored  surfaces . 35 

1958  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  superb  Proof  with  bril¬ 
liant  mirrored  surfaces . 49 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 550 

1963  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

Wow!  Have  you  ever  seen  so  many  silver  Washington 


quarters?  What  a  selection  we  offer  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review! 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1966  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1967  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1979  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  139 

2000-S  Superb  Gem  Proof  five-piece  State  Quar¬ 
ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia, 
Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  189 

Mint  Errors 

(2000)  New  Hampshire.  Struck  80%  off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Off-center  at  12:30.  On  the 
obverse  may  be  seen  only  QUARTER  and  the 
tip  of  Washington’s  bust.  On  the  reverse  may  be 

seen  NEW  HAMPS  and  1788 .  149 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Reverse  clad  layer 
missing.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  while  the  reverse  displays  fully 
brilliant  orange  lustre.  A  wonderful  error  for  the 

specialist .  545 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Double  struck,  one 
strike  20%  off-center,  the  other  90%  off-cen¬ 
ter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  gray  with  traces 
of  champagne  toning.  The  first  strike  is  20%  off- 
center  at  5:00,  the  second  strike  90%  off-center 

at  12:00 .  679 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Double  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  strike  85%  off-center.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
The  first  strike  is  properly  centered  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  strike  is  85%  off-center  at  6:00.  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  light  gray  lustre  and  just  a  hint  of  am¬ 
ber  toning .  545 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Double  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  strike  60%  off-center.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
The  first  strike  is  properly  centered  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  strike  is  60%  off-center  at  2:00.  Lustrous  fight 

gray  surfaces .  679 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Triple  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  strikes  50%  off  center.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  The  first  strike  is  normally  centered, 
with  the  second  and  third  strikes  each  50%  off- 
center  at  2:30.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  light 

gray  surfaces . 749 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Triple  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  strikes  50%  off  center.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  The  first  strike  is  normally  centered, 
with  the  second  and  third  strikes  each  50%  off- 
center  at  8:00.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 749 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Triple  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  strikes  40%  off  center.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  The  first  strike  is  normally  centered, 
with  the  second  and  third  strikes  each  40%  off- 
center  at  8:30.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  fight 

gray  surfaces . 749 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Triple  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  strikes  40%  off  center.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  The  first  strike  is  normally  centered, 
with  the  second  and  third  strikes  each  40%  off- 
center  at  3:00.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  light 
gray  surfaces.  A  small  disturbance  on  the  reverse 

edge  may  be  seen  at  10:00 .  679 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Triple  struck,  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  strikes  40%  off  center.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  The  first  strike  is  normally  centered, 
with  the  second  and  third  strikes  each  40%  off- 
center  at  3:00.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  light 
gray  surfaces.  A  small  disturbance  on  the  reverse 

edge  may  be  seen  at  10:00 .  619 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  folly  brilliant 

with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 89 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off-center. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  folly  brilliant 

with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 79 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off-center. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  folly  brilliant 
with  lustrous  fight  gray  surfaces . 69 

Best  Buy  2000-D  New  Hampshire 
State  Quarters 
Struck  5  to  10%  Off-center 

2000-D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off-center. 
MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  with 
lustrous  fight  gray  surfaces.  These  are  non-certi- 
fied  with  grades  of  MS-64  to  MS-65,  or  perhaps 
finer.  A  large  quantity  of  these  were  included  in 
the  collection  we  acquired.  We  will  be  delighted 
to  pick  out  the  finest  available  quality,  just  for  you, 
so  be  sure  to  order  quickly!  . 49 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50£ 

1807  Overton-108.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
An  outstanding  example  with  lustrous  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Weakly  defined  on  the  high  points  of  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  as  usual  for  this  issue.  Possibly 
within  the  Condition  Census  for  this  variety.  This 
is  a  transitional  variety  struck  early  in  the  year, 


prior  to  John  Reich’s  redesign  project  for  all 
United  States  coins . 3,450 

Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars 

Impressive  Gem  1808  Half  Dollar 
Perhaps  Finest  Known  of  the  Variety 
1808  O-107a.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense 
cartwheel  lustre  glows  brightly  under  pale  silver 
and  slate  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  a 
statement  that  can’t  often  be  made  where  1808 
half  dollars  are  concerned!  A  Condition  Census 
example  of  the  date,  and  perhaps  the  finest  known 
example  of  the  variety;  PCGS  has  certified  just 
one  example  of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade  (with¬ 
out  identification  as  to  the  variety).  A  prize  re¬ 
gardless  of  its  status  in  the  above  categories,  and 
one  that  will  almost  certainly  set  a  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lar  specialist’s  heart  aflutter .  28,500 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

1810  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive  fight  silver 
surfaces.  Slight  central  weakness  is  noted.  ..  459 

Choice  Mint  State  1828  Half  Dollar 
1828  0-112.  Small  8,  Large  Letters,  Square- 
base  2.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  a  halo  of  amber  at  the  rims.  Extremely 

sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive . 2,295 

1828  0-115.  Small  8,  Large  Letters,  Square  2, 
Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 379 

1839  Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Well  struck  and  lustrous  with  light 
golden  highlights .  995 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

ENJOY  YOURSELF:  Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasur¬ 
able  pursuit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved”  is  to  buy  some 
useful  and  interesting  books  on  the  subject — not  price 
guides  or  market  reports,  but  books  that  tell  you  about  coins, 
how  they  were  made  and  how  they  were  used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  offers  many  interesting  and 
worthwhile  titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 279 

1847-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  1,395 

1854- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Golden  surfaces  with 

blue  highlights .  139 

Choice  1855  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1855  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  silver  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
attractive.  The  Philadelphia  issue  is  rarer  than  the 
New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  this  year . 2,395 

1855- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1856- 0  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 265 

1 856-0  F-12.  An  attractive  example  with  pleasing, 

natural  fight  gray  surfaces . 49 

1858  F-15.  A  nice  example . 49 

1868-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 
a  halo  of  amber  at  the  rims . 245 

Lustrous  Gem  1875-S  50^ 

1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem  with 
appealing  pale  peach  and  rose  iridescence  on  smooth, 
satiny  surfaces.  A  supposedly  “common”  issue  that  is 
anything  but  plentiful  in  gem  condition.  We  ate  sel¬ 
dom  able  to  offer  gem  specimens  of  this  date,  but 
when  we  do  the  response  is  nearly  overwhelming. 
Everyone  likes  this  date,  as  it  represents  a  blend  of 
scarcity  and  affordability  that  is  often  difficult  to  find 
in  the  series.  Be  the  first  caller  on  this  one!. ...  3,375 
1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  mirrored  sur¬ 
faces  enhanced  by  outstanding  lustre  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  Light  cameo  contrast  adds  to  the  aesthetic 

appeal  of  this  choice  Proof.  . 795 

1877  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  amber  at  the  rims.  This  example  has  a  nice 
cameo . 595 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1897  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of  light 


golden  toning . 495 

1903  F-12.  Medium  gray  with  faint  toning . 55 


Choice  1915  Barber  Half  Dollar 
1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 
surfaces.  One  of  the  key  issues  among  circulation 
strike  Barber  half  dollars.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to 


offer  an  attractive  specimen  for  sale .  1,745 

1915-D  VF-20.  Medium  gray  surfaces . 79 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 


Gem  Mint  State  1916  Half  Dollar 
1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 
with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre  and  sharp  design 
features.  First  year  of  issue  and  a  coin  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,675 

1916  VG-10.  A  lovely  example  for  the  grade.  .  49 

Outstanding  1916-D  Half  Dollar 
1916-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  folly 
brilliant  white  surfaces.  Sharply,  although  not  folly 
struck.  Far  above  average  for  the  issue .  1 ,775 

Choice  191 6-S  Liberty  Walking  Half 
Dollar  Rarest  Variety  of  the  Year 
1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  wisps  of  champagne  toning.  In  Mint  State  this 
western  Mint  issue  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  variety 
of  the  year.  If  this  is  on  your  “want  list,”  your  search 
for  a  really  attractive  specimen  ends  right  here.  Bow¬ 
en  and  Merena  Galleries  quality  personified!  2,895 
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Did  You  K now? 
About  People,  Past 
and  Present 

•  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  famous  numis¬ 
matist,  envisioned  and  developed  the  well- 
known  resort  community  of  Beaver  Creek, 
Colorado— a  gem  of  a  place  to  visit  (be 
sure  to  see  the  memorial  fountain-water¬ 
fall  in  the  town  square,  dedicated  to  Harry). 

•  George  Allan,  active  in  New  York 
City  as  early  as  the  1820s  (Mayor  Philip 
Hone  was  one  of  his  customers),  was  prob¬ 
ably  America’s  first  professional  rare  coin 
dealer— although  like  just  about  every  other 
rare  coin  dealer  of  the  1 9th  century ,  he  dealt 
in  other  things,  too.  Perhaps  Joel  Orosz  will 
write  an  article  about  Allan  someday. 

•  Coin  designer  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  and  artist  Maxfield  Parish  were 
neighbors  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  in 
the  early  20th  century.  It’s  sort  of  neat 
that  New  Hampshire,  home  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  is  also  the  home  of 
what  many  consider  to  be  America’s  most 
beautiful  regular  coin  design— the  MCMVII 
High  Relief  double  eagle  by  Saint-Gaudens. 

•  George  F.  Heath,  founder  of  The 
Numismatist,  was  a  medical  doctor  by 
profession.  So  was  Henry  R.  Linderman, 
the  most  enigmatic  of  Mint  directors. 

•  William  H.Woodin,  first  secretary 
of  the  T reasury  under  F.D.  Roosevelt,  was 
the  first  person  to  write  extensively  on 
rare  gold  coins  as  a  worthwhile  financial 
investment,  and  this  was  back  in  the  year 
1911.  He  also  composed  music  and  did 
many  other  things— a  polymath,  for  sure. 

•  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin  World, 
recently  sent  us  notes  for  a  study  she  is 
doing— in  an  effort  to  determine  the  depth 
and  breadth  of  the  rare  coin  market  in 
America,  and  its  various  segments  and 
factors.  We  sent  along  a  few  comments, 
which  we  hope  will  be  useful. 

•  Gertrude  Lathrop,  designer  of  the 
1936  Albany  commemorative  half  dollar, 
kept  a  live  beaver  in  her  studio  as  a  model. 

•  Albert  A.  Grinned,  famous  collec¬ 
tor  of  currency,  was  Detroit’s  leading 
retailer  of  player  pianos  in  the  1920s. 

•  Franklin  Roosevelt  was  a  stamp  and 
coin  collector,  and  his  stamp  collection- 
sold  through  Gimbel’s  Department  Store- 
received  a  lot  of  attention,  little  is  known 
about  his  coins,  rare  or  otherwise.  Does 
anyone  have  any  information? 

•  David  Harper,  editor  of  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  was  on  the  aisle  in  the  very 
front  row  of  the  audience  at  the  recent 
(July  14)  dedication  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass, 
Jr.  Exhibit  at  the  ANA  Convention,  and 
snapped  quite  a  few  pictures  (or  so  it 
seemed).  We’ll  watch  for  them. 


1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac  and  bright  electric 
blue  iridescence  gathers  at  the  rims.  A  satiny  gem 
with  frosty,  matte  like  surfaces  that  are  typical  for 


the  date .  895 

1917-D.  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCSG). 
Lustrous  with  light  golden  surfaces .  1 ,195 


Attractive  1917-D  Half  Dollar 
Choice  Mint  State 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Light  champagne  surfaces  with  satiny  lustre.  A 
choice  specimen  that  is  a  treat  to  the  eye!  You’ll 
love  it! . 2,275 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  VG-8.  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  darker  gray  outlining  the  devices.  ..  39 

Choice  1917-S  with  Reverse  Mintmark 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  with  very  light  champagne  toning.  Well 
struck  for  the  issue,  typically  showing  some  of  the 
softest  strikes  in  the  series.  This  coin  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive  for  the  grade;  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  Mint 
State  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  set .  1,795 

1918- D  F-15.  Attractive  with  pleasing  light  gray 

surfaces . 49 

Choice  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstanding 
specimen  ofa  Liberty  Walking  half  Hollar  that  is  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  at  this  grade  level.  A  very  special 
example  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer . 2,250 

Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
frosty  white  lustre  and  outstanding  aesthetic  ap- 

.  peal.  Above  average  strike  for  the  issue.  ..  1,695 

1919- D  VG-10.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces. .  39 


Important  1921  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Philadelphia  Mintage 
1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  half  dollar 
has  nearly  complete  silvery  white  lustre  with 
pleasing  surfaces.  A  key  date  and  always  in  de¬ 
mand  in  high  quality  circulated  grades.  Just 
246,000  were  struck .  2,950 

Lustrous  1927-S  50y 
1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight  with  in¬ 
tense  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  nuance  of  pale  golden 
toning.  Only  a  hint  of  striking  weakness  is  present 
at  Liberty’s  head  and  hand,  otherwise  the  strike  is 
strong.  A  pleasing  coin  for  the  Liberty  Walking 


half  dollar  enthusiast .  2,975 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 739 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Lustrous  1934-S  MS-66  50^f 
Truly  Remarkable  Grade! 

1934-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
splendid  superb  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  hardest 
to  find  varieties  among  the  later  issues!  PCGS  has 
only  graded  two  finer  MS-67  examples.  ...  4,750 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant . 495 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
sharply  struck  example  with  frosty  surfaces.  319 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1936-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,225 

1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . . 495 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  169 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 

so  nice! . 489 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck 
and  lustrous.  This  is  the  lowest  mintage  date  after 
1921  and  always  has  been  an  object  of  desire.  A 
mere  491,600  were  struck,  the  only  post- 1921  is¬ 
sue  with  a  mintage  under  one  million  coins.  The 
present  superb  gem  is  of  very  special  quality!  1,350 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful.  A  really  lovely  specimen  of  this  “must  have” 


variety . 895 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1941  MS-66.  Brilliant .  165 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1941- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,175 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  495 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant .  119 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  219 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . 29 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 


Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting  them  is  a 
pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
We  look  “beyond  the  grading  number”  and  acquire  coins 
that  are  visually  appealing  and  among  the  finest  in  their  grade 
categories.  It  is  no  wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we 
have  helped  to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half 


dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


DISPLAY  AND  ENJOY  YOUR  COINS!  Our  “Eagle” 
notebooks  with  clear  plastic  album  pages  for  the  storage  and 
enjoyable  display  of  your  certified  coins  fill  the  bill — and  at 
low  cost.  Instead  of  having  your  “slabs”  rattle  around  in  a 
box,  display  and  appreciate  them!  Also  see  our  “Littleton” 


traditional  albums  for  “raw”  coins. 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1944- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

lustre . 72 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  225 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 


Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality  inventory  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in  the  country.  If you  like 
“high-end”  pieces,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place.  And,  once 
you  see  the  quality  we  deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 


1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  329 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . . 229 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  165 

1948- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1948-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 


Attractive  1949-D  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  surfaces .  1,995 

DISCOVER  BOWERS  AND  MERENA:  If  you  like 
QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE 
for  your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  by 
placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  some  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us 
since  we  started  our  business  in  1 953!  (The  number  gets 
smaller  each  year,  due  to  the  human  predicament  of  not 
being  able  to  five  forever!) 

1949- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  495 

1951- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 95 

1952  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  superb  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  surfaces  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields.  The  reverse  has  very  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 975 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Lustrous  1952-S  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1952- S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in 

lower  grades  or  if  indifferently  struck,  but  with 
Full  Bell  Lines  it’s  a  different  story!  A  find  for  the 
specialist .  1,795 

1953  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  delightfhl  example 

with  fully  frosty,  fully  brilliant  lustre.  This  is  an 
extremely  difficult  issue  to  locate,  and  is  consid¬ 
ered  by  specialists  to  be  the  rarest  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue  with  full  bell  fines .  1295 

1953  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  229 

1953- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,395 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with  frosty 

devices .  119 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  169 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 

brilliant  Proof  surfaces .  169 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  with 
highly  lustrous  portrait.  The  obverse  has  heavy  cameo 

contrast  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant .  169 

1955  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  Proof  surfaces 

with  light  cameo  contrast  on  the  obverse . 99 

1955  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem  Proof with  fully  brilliant  and  deeply  mirrored 

surfaces .  149 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  The  popular  “Bugs 
Bunny”  variety,  so  named  due  to  the  clash  marks 
located  exactly  in  front  of  Franklin’s  mouth,  giv¬ 
ing  the  appearance  of  protruding  teeth,  much  like 


the  familiar  cartoon  character . 795 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 47 


1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  with  heavily  frosted  devices.  We  have 
just  purchased  a  small  group  (amazing!)  of  this 
particular  variety,  each  one  a  treat  to  the  eye.  Pur¬ 
chase  one  for .  679 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty 
white  devices  with  full  contrast  against  immacu¬ 
late  fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Heavily 
frosted  devices  offset  from  reflective  fields. .  295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 379 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

very  fight  cameo  contrast . 99 

1957  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Fully  frosted  devices.  285 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  it  will 
help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have  second  choices  in  mind 
when  you  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  your  order. 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  superb 
gem  with  fully  brilliant  mirrored  surfaces.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  375 

1958- D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  outstanding  eye  appeal.  Light 
ivory  lustre  is  highlighted  by  peripheral  irides¬ 


cence . 395 

1958- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 


1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reviewing 
our  beautiful  inventory  of  Franklin  half  dollars 
prompts  us  to  recall  the  days  of  the  1950s  when 
there  was  little  interest  in  collecting  such  pieces, 
and  we  did  not  stock  them  singly.  In  fact,  we  had 
a  general  policy — withjust  a  few  exceptions — not 
to  stock  any  United  States  coins  dated  after  1940! 
Today  this  seems  rather  silly,  but  back  then  such 
pieces  played  to  a  small  market  and  had  relatively 
little  premium  value.  Now,  competition  to  buy 
choice  Franklin  half  dollars  is  fierce,  and  it  takes  a 
great  deal  of  effort  for  us  to  maintain  our  inven¬ 
tory . 59 

QUALITY:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference!  For 
over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in  1953,  we  have  been 
supplying  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  paper  money  to  discriminating  collectors,  dealers, 
and  museums.  If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place.  Let  us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection 
combining  excellent  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 


1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 89 


1961  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1961  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1961-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1961-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

gold  at  the  rims .  195 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1961- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 99 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  gold 

peripheral  toning . 350 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1962- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1963  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  Proof  with 
considerable  cameo  contrast  on  the  obverse. ..  39 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 39 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Accented  Hair.  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  about  as  “super  gemmy”  as  can  be 


imagined! . 795 

1964  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  450 
1964  Accented  Hair.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  125 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1 968-S  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  119 


1968-S  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  59 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1800  Bowers  Borckardt-191,  Bolender-11. 
AMERICAI.  Rarity-3+.  F-12  (PCGS).  Lovely 
pewter  gray  surfaces  with  wonderful  eye  appeal.  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  ever-popular  variety  due 
to  the  fanciful  “misspelling”  of  America.  ..  1,395 

1802  VF-20  Dollar 

1802  BB-241,  B-6.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Pleasingpew- 
ter  gray  surfaces  with  some  golden  highlights.  1 ,775 

Gobrecht  Dollar 


Attractive  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
1836  Judd-60  Restrike.  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Light 
hairlines  over  reflective  silver  surfaces,  cleaned  in 
the  past  and  now  beginning  to  acquire  natural 
gold  toning,  visible  along  the  border.  Die  align¬ 
ment  IV  with  the  eagle  flying  level  in  respect  to 
the  horizontal  axis  of  the  obverse .  8,450 

Gobrecht  dollars  are  identified  by,  among  other  factors, 
four  different  die  alignments.  These  are  signified  by  the 
eagle  flying  either  level  or  upward,  in  respect  to  the  horizon¬ 
tal  or  vertical  axis  of  the  obverse.  It’s  almost  enough  to  make 
your  head  swim.  There  is,  however,  an  easier  way.  Simply 
determine  which  two  letters  on  the  reverse  are  exactly 
opposite  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Die  Alignment  I  has  Liberty’s 
head  opposite  DO  of  DOLLAR.  Die  Alignment  II  has 
Liberty’s  head  opposite  ES  of  STATES.  Die  Alignment  III 
has  Liberty’s  head  opposite  NE  of  ONE.  Finally,  Die 
Alignment  IV  has  Liberty’s  head  opposite  OF. 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  An  excellent  candidate  for  a 
type  set .  995 

Lovely  1850  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 
1850  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  halo  of 
amber  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  several  shades 
darker.  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue  in  higher  circulated 
grades  and  certainly  destined  to  find  a  home  in  a  high 
quality  set  of  these  coins.  A  mere  7,500  examples 
were  minted,  the  third  lowest  Philadelphia  Mint 
production  behind  1851  and  1852 . 3,250 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  nor¬ 
mally  seen).  MS-64  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  deep  prooffike  contrast  and  frosted  devices. 
A  very  difficult  date  in  DMPL  and  even  more 
difficult  to  find  without  heavy  bagmarking. 


Choice  for  the  grade . 795 

1878-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1878-CC  MS-62  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,050 

1879  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 24 


Choice  1879-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
1879-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre 
with  nice  contrast  between  the  devices  and  fields. 
This  is  the  second  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan 
dollar  in  Mint  State  quality,  and  is  always  in  de¬ 
mand .  5,950 

Gem  1879-0  Dollar 

1879-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  absolutely 
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superb  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Full  white  and  certain 

to  please  any  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast . 2,750 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...  295 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Su¬ 
perb  frosty  devices.  The  obverse  is  blast  white  and 
the  reverse  has  lovely  gold  and  rose  peripheral 

toning . . , . . . 345 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879  MS-66.  Brilliant . 239 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  . . . ;....  239 

1879-S  Reverse  of 1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  frosty  centers  with  amber  peripheral  toning 

at  the  rims . 239 

1879-S  Reverse  of 1879.  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully 

brilliant  and  attractive . 48 

Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  1880 
Morgan  Dollar 

1880  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirrored 

fields  with  wonderfully  frosty  devices .  1,575 

1880- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  A 

satiny  example  of  a  New  Orleans  Mint  issues  that 
is  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State  grades .  1,150 

1880-0  MS-62.  Brilliant .  195 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

gold  at  the  rims .  195 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  119 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 649 

1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  895 

1880-S  MS-66  Brilliant . 239 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  239 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  gold  at  the 

rims.  . . 239 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripher¬ 
ies .  195 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 

popular  varieties  in  the  series . 45 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1880- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

Lovely  Proof  1881  $1 

1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Even  pale  gold  with  full 

reflectivity  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade.  This  piece  would  liven  up  any  collection 
of  Morgan  dollars  or  would  be  a  magnificent  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  design  in  a  type  set .  1 ,750 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

18S1-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1881- CC  MS-64  (GSA).  With  ANACS  certifi¬ 
cate.  . . 345 

Gem  1881-0  Morgan  DoHar 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
This  issue  is  seldom  encountered  in  gem  qual¬ 
ity.  . 1,650  f 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NGC)-  An  exceptionally  high- 
grade  example  of  this  exceedingly  popular  tnint- 

tnark.  . . . . . . ......... .  895 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  23? 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  195' 

The  1S81-S  is  the  njosC  available  of  the  early  Morgan  • 
dollar  vanities  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  Caips.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If 
you  have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan 
dollars,  consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient. 
Will  surely  be  gratefufand  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1881-S  MS-65,  Brilliant . 98 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . 98 

1881-S  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant . . . .  79 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 


Constant  Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin 
Collector  reader.  Ginger  Rapsus,  shown 
recently  holding  the  Flannagan-Carter 
specimen  of  the  1 804  silver  dollar,  a  star 
attraction  when  exhibited  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  at  our  display  at  the 
ANA  convention  in  Atlanta. 


1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS),  Brilliant.  This  is  the  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  for  all  seasons . . . . 45 

1881-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 33 

Superb  Gem  1882  DoHar 
1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  specimen  of  this  popular  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar  date . 1,975 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber 
toning  on  the  rims .  549 

1882  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1882-0  $1 
MS-65  DMPL 

1882-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
silver  gray  surfaces  with  perhaps  a  dusting  of  pale 
gold  at  the  centers.  A  date  that  is  seldom  found  so 
fine;  in  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded  one  example 
of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade.  Truly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  examples  of  the  date  extant,  and  almost  cer¬ 
tain  to  sell  quickly.  Will  your  call  be  the  first 
inquiry  about  this  beauty?  Please,  act  quickly  to 
capture  this  winner  for  your  Morgan  dollar  col¬ 
lection .  4,950 

1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  975 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  48 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

MORGAN  DOLLARS!  Isn’t  it  wonderful  that  the 

Treasury  Department  stored  huge  quantities  of  1878-1921 
Morgan  dollars  and  released  them  in  the  1 960s?  Otherwise, 
such  coins  would  be  exceedingly  expensive  (for  compari¬ 
sons,  just  check  the  prices  for  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  or  Barber  half  dollars  from  the  1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you  can  build  the  majority 
of  a  set  of  about  1 00  different  mintmarks  for  less  than  a  few 
hundred  dollars  per  coin,  sometimes  for  less  than  $100  per 
coin,  and  sometimes  for  even  less  than  $50!  And,  these 
prices  are  for  attractive  Mint  State  examples! 

Use  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  as  your  source  to  start, 
work  on,  or  complete  a  special  set! 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply 

struck . 57 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 325 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant .  109 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  ..  36 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1883-S  DoUar 
Highly  Important  Rarity 

1883- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

reflectivity  and  great  lustre.  This  is  ©ne  of  the 
scarce  dates  among  Morgan  dollars,  a  parity  in 
choice  or  gem  Mint  State.  . .  4,500 

TELL  A  FRIEND  about  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
Share  with  them  the  enjoyment  you  have  experienced — the 
pleasure  of  doing  business  with  along-established  firm  that 
is  well  known  for  delivering  quality  coins  at  reasonable 
prices,  accompanied  by  good  service.  Ifyou  would  Kke  us  to 
send  a  complimentary  copy  of  one  of  riut  Catalogues  to  a 
collecting  acquaintance,  just  give  tis  the  name  and  address 
an4  we  will  do  so.  ' 

1884  MS-64  brilliant, . . . 59 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with 

full  lustre . ....: . 59 

1884- CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ....  1,195 

1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 

high  gradel  Exceptionally  nice!.  Our  buyers — 
namely  Gordon  Wrubel  and.Mark  Borckardt — • 
have  been  traveling  far  and  wide  to  find  such  coins 

as  this! . . . 895 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Bnlliant, . . . 325 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1884-0  MS-66.  Brilliant. . .1 . 299 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 . 299 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  695 

1884-0  MS-65.  Bnlliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly 

attractive.  . . 49 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36 

1884- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  introduc¬ 
tory  coin  to  illustrate  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  36 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

ASK!  Ask  about  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Morgan  Dollar 
Society.  We  offer  you  a  convenient  way  to  build  a  beautiful 
set  of  Morgan  dollars  on  a  coin  by  coin,'  month  by  month 
basis.  Check  it  out,  and  sign  up  today.  When  you  “sign  up” 
you  are  not  under  any  continuing  obligation,  as  you  can 
discontinue  membership  at  any  time.  In  fact,  we  are  never 
content  to  rest  on  our  laurels,  and  each  new  shipment  to  you 
has  to  be  excellent,  perhaps  our  passion  for  quality  is  why  we 
have  many  clients  who  have  been  buying  from  us  for  45 
years  or  more  (we  started  business  in  1953). 

1885  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  189 

1885  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1885  MS-64.  Bnlliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  outstanding.  49 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . . 38 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impressive 

cartwheel  lustre  and  frosty  devices .  1 ,195 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 


1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 36 

1885- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . . 36 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1886  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Our  listing  is  suf¬ 
ficiently  comprehensive  that  it  is  a  pleasant  and 
easy  experience  to  order  a  dozen  or  two  dozen  or 
three  dozen  different  inexpensive  Morgan  dollars, 
all  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  form  the  nucleus 
of  a  specialized  collection.  When  our  package  ar¬ 
rives  in  your  mailbox  you  will  be  delighted  at  the 
quality  you  gaze  upon.  We  guarantee  it!  Morgan 
dollars  are  fun  to  collect,  and  our  inventory  of 
choice  pieces  gives  you  one  of  the  finest  selections 
you  will  ever  see . ,....,  49 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1886- 0  AU-53.  A  lovely  example  with  very  light 

silvery  gray  at  centers,  changing  to  light  gold  at  the 
borders . 99 

1886- S  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers 

with  light  peripheral  toning.  Somewhat  scarce  so 
select . ...  995 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1 887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought 

a  hoardlet  of  certified  1887  dollars,  all  graded  by 

PCGS.  Have  us  send  one  to  you  for  . 45 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

Gem  1887-0  Dollar 

1887- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example  is 

sharply  struck  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  out¬ 
standing  aesthetic  appeal.  One  of  the  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  Morgan  dollars  at  the  MS-65  level,  a 
connoisseur’s  coin .  4,250 

1887-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

“Great”  1887-S  DoUar 

1887- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  lovely 

cartwheel  lustre.  A  truly  great  coin,  combining 
high  numerical  grade  with  sharp  strike  and  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal — an  “everything  I’ve  ever 
wanted”  coin! .  3,250 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample . . . 55 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .39 

Marvelous  1888-0  Dollar 

1888- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  immaculate 

surfaces  and  full  satiny  lustre.  A  truly  exceptional 

1888-0  dollar,  one  of  the  finest  we  hive  ever  had 
in  stock.  This  is  a  oHce-m-a-ltfetime  coin!  That 
is,  once  you-  buy  it,  you  are  set  for  life — no  need 
to  ever  look  at  another! . 3,Z3<T 

1888-0 MSrt65- PL  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  yfith 

fully  briHiant  lustre  on  the  devices.  . . 695 

1 888-0  MS-65,  Brilliant . . . 

1888-Q  MS-65' (NGC):  Brilliant . . 475 

1888-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  frilly  bnlliant 

example.  4-2 

1888-S  MS-64'  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 538 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 42 


DMPL  1889-CC  Morgan  DoHar 
Choice,  Beautiful,  and  Rare! 

Key  Date  among  Carson  City  Dollars 
1889-CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Only  15  DMPL  pieces  graded  higher  by 
PCGS  and  NGC.  The  1 889-CC  in  Mint  State  is 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar  and  handily  outdistances  its  closest  rivals,  the 
elusive  1879-CC  and  1893-CC.  As  such,  it  has 
acquired  an  aura  of  fame  in  recent  years.  Offerings 
of  coins  in  higher  grades  are  apt  to  be  one  at  a  tinie 
(instead  of  by  the  roll  or  bag).  A  Mint  State  coin 
is  a  candidate  for  a  picture  and  effusive  description 
in  an  auction  catalogue,  and  it  goes  without  say¬ 
ing  that  a  DMPL  coin  is  a  “must”  for  front  row, 
center  excitement!  Some  notes,  hopefully  of  in¬ 
terest,  are  given  below  .  29,750 

Notes  on  the  1889-CC  Dollar 
The  Carson  City  Mint,  which  had  produced  its  last  gold 
and  silver  coins  in  1 885,  reopened  onjuly  1, 1889.  Coinage 
resumed  in  October.  In  the  brief  remaining  time,  just 
350,000  1 889-CC  dollars  were  struck,  a  very  low  figure 
among  Morgan  issues. 

When  Carson  City  silver  dollars  were  being  paid  out  from 
the  Cash  Room  at  the  Treasury  Department  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  many  thousands  of  all  issues  1878-1893  were  distrib¬ 
uted,  except  1889-CC.  Apparently,  only  a  few  single  coins 
and  rolls  were  given  out,  some  of  them  as  early  as  1933- 
1934.  By  the  1950s,  possibly  only  a  few  hundred  coins 
remained  on  hand  at  the  Cash  Room.  During  research  for 
the  multi-volume  Silver  Dollars  and  T rade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  the  writer  (QDB)  found  no 
record  of  bags  being  distributed  from  Washington  during 
that  decade  or  any  time  later.  „ 

It  is  probably  the  case  that  more  1889-CC  dollars  were 
stored  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and/or  in  Federal  Reserve 
stocks  in  the  West  than  at  the  Treasury  Building.  Ill  1925 
and  1926,  quantities  of  1889-CCs-  were  paid  out  at  face 
value  from  storage  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Bags  that  came 
to  light  in  the  1 950s  are  all  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
vaults,  so  far  as  I  know.  In  the  1 950s  a  bag  of 1 ,000  pieces  was 
released  in  Montana,  followed  by  another  in  the  early  1960s. 
Apparently,  the  first  bag  contained  many  heavily  marked 
coins,  "sliders”  if  you  will,  of  a  quality  that  today  would  be 


called  AU-55  or  58.  In  addition,  at  least  two  intact  bags  were 
iri  existence  in  1976  (one  of  these  is  from  the  Ben  Stack 
group  mentioned  below).  Probably,  these  have  not  been 
distributed,  and  where  they  are  today  in  2091  is  anyone’s 
guess.  Perhaps  during  the  past  quarter  century  theywere  put 
on  the  market  slowly.  Considering  that  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  numismatists  love  Morgan  dollars,  there  are  simply 
not  enough  1889-CC  dollars  to  go  around.  Ifwe  had  a  bag 
of  them  in  inventory,  I  imagine  it  would  be  a  sellout  on  an 
individual  coin  basis  in  the  wink  of  an  eye! 

Harry  WamerofMill  Valley,  California,  told  Walter  Breen 
that  he  once  owned  a  bag  of 1 ,000  coins.  The  kite  Ben  Stack 
told  HarryJ.  Forman  that  he  bought  two  bags  by  advertising 
(1 954)  in  the  Las  Vegas  Sun,  and  another  was  acquired  in  this 
way  or  by  buying  it  separately.  One  of  these  bags  went  to 
Irving  Davidoff,  owner  of  the  Klondyke  Coin  Exchange  in 
New  York  City;  another  was  dispersed  at  $  1 40  per  roll  of  20 
coins  ($7  apiece);  the  third  was  still  owned  by  Ben  Stack  as  of 
February  1976,  for  he  offered  it  to  me  at  that  time. 

Only  one  solitary  coin  was  left  in  the  Treasury  when  the 
government  decided  to  hold  back  CC  dollars  after  payouts 
were  halted  in  March  1964! 

The  1 889-CC  is  very  scarce  in  worn  grades.  Apparently, 
relatively  few  were  released  into  circulation  in  or  near  the 
year  of  mintage.  Most  that  come  on  the  market  show  quite 
a  bit  of  wear,  and  grades  from  VG-8  through  VF-30  are 
encountered  more  often  than  higher  grades  as  EF-40  to 
AU-58.  In  1992,  the  1889-CC  in  worn  grades  was  the 
second  most  valuable  (after  1 893-S)  business  strike  Morgan 
dollar.  Walter  H.  Breen  reported  that  in  more  than  20  years 
of  keeping  records,  he  has  seen  many  worn  1 893-S  dollars 
but  only  a  few  worn  1893-CC  coins. 

Most  Mint  State  1889-CC  dollars  on  the  market  are  in 
lower  grade  levels,  often  with  dull,  washed-out  appearing 
surfaces.  Marginal  pieces  will  usually  be  fully  struck  but  will 
have  poor  lustre  and  heavy  bagmarks.  The  activities  of 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  certain  of  their  contemporaries  have 
made  it  possible  to  choose  grades  when  buying  and  have  a 
decent  chance  of  getting  what  you  expect. 

Nearly  all  1 889-CC  dollars  are  well  struck  with  excellent 
definition  of  details.  The  lustre  is  usually  of  medium  inten¬ 
sity  on  MS-63  or  finer  coins,  often  a  bit  satiny.  Deeply 
frosty,  coruscating,  lustrous  coins  are  not  typical;  in  fact,  I  do 
not  recall  ever  having  seen  one. 

I  estimate  that  5,000  to  8,000  remain  in  the  MS-60  to  62 
range,  this  figure  including  several  thousand  coins  still  in 
bags,  undistributed.  At  the  MS-63  level  about  1,500  to 
3,000  are  believed  to  survive.  From  that  point  the  popula¬ 
tion  drops  to  just  400  to  800  for  MS-64  and  only  80  to  150 
forMS-65  or  better.  In  the  last-named  grade,  the  1889-CC 
is  one  of  the  top  ten  rarest  Morgan  dollars,  although  it  hardly 
rivals  the  1 893-S. 

Prooflike  coins:  Prooflike  1889-CC  dollars  are  highly 
desired.  However,  nearly  50%  ofall  Mint  State  coins  display 
prooflike  characteristics.  In  fact,  this  issue  is  distinctive 
among  Morgan  dollars  in  that  it  is  just  about  as  available  in 
prooflike  finish  as  with  satiny  lustre.  Prooflike  coins  are 
usually  cameos,  but  often  have  numerous  bagmarks  from 
the  effects  of  Treasury  storage  and  handling  over  the  years. 
Many  DMPL  coins  have  been  certified,  nearly  all  being  MS- 
63  DMPL  (as  offered  here)  or  lower. 

Gem  1889-S  DoUar 

1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Nicely  struck 
and  very  pleasing  in  every  respect — a  numismatic 
jewel! .  1,995 

1889-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  desirable.  ... . 99 

Notable  1891-CC  DoUar 

1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  lustre 
and  mint  frost.  Great  eye  appeal  and  always 
popular.  Quite  scarce  in  comparison  ta  the  de¬ 
mand  for  it . . . j.C . . 3,450 

1891- S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  ......... . . . ...„ . 53 

Gem  Mint  State  I892-CC  DoHar 

1892- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  ofgold  and  blue  at  the  upper  obverse  bor¬ 
der.  A  Wonderful  example  of  this  issue,  from  the 
very  popular  Carspn  City,  Nevada  Mint.  .  6,950 

1893  AU-55.  A  lovely  example  with  fully  brilliant'  sur¬ 
faces  and-  very  nearly  foil  lustre.  A  scarce  date.  .  329 

,  Lustrous  1894  Dollar 

Choice  and  Rare 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant:  and  attractive. 

This  issue  is  always  in  demand.  We  try  to  keep 
examples  in  stock  at  all  times,  however,  such  a 
goal  is  not  easily  accomplished .  3,650 

Pleasing  1894-0  DoUar 
Choice  and  Rare 

1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  attractive  satiny  lustre . 3,250 

1894-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Although  lightly  abraded 
as  one  would  expect  for  the  grade,  this  is  an  out¬ 
standing  example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre.  545 

Important  1895  Morgan  $1  Rarity 
The  “King”  of  Morgan  Dollars 

1895  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  surfaces 

with  a  modicum  of  frost  on  the  devices.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example — for  the  grade — of  this  important 
Proof-only  issue — the  rarest  ofall  Morgan  dollars 
by  far.  Add  this  to  your  collection  of  Morgan 
dollars  to  complete  your  set!  .  24,500 

So  far  as  is  known,  no  circulation  strikes  exist  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar.  Only  880  Proofs  were 
struck,  thus  constituting  the  source  for  the  remaining  supply. 

Over  the  years  the  1 895  dollar  has  been  the  key  to  the 
Morgan  dollar  set.  While  several  other  issues  are  rarer  in 
higher  grades  (high  Mint  State  grades  for  circulation  strikes 
as  compared  to  high  Proof  grades  for  the  1 895),  these  other 
issues  are  available  in  lower  grades.  Taking  all  grades  as  a 
whole,  the  1 895  has  by  far  the  lowest  total  population  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series.  Probably,  a  few  more  than  500  are 
known  today  from  the  original  Proof  mintage  of 880  coins. 

Although  1 2,000  circulation  strikes  arc  listed  in  the  A  nnual 
Report  of the  Director  of the  Mint,  no  example  with  mint  frost  has 
ever  been  seen  by  the  cataloguer,  and  such  may  not  exist. 

Mintage  mystery:  Mintage  figures  for  the  year  1 895  indi¬ 
cate  that  880  Proofs  were  minted  plus  12,000  circulation 
strikes.  However,  not  a  single  Uncirculated  or  worn  circula¬ 
tion  strike  has  ever  been  authenticated,  and  it  is  believed  that 
not  a  single  business  strike  exists  today.  Thus,  any  numisma¬ 
tist  desiring  an  1 895  Morgan  dollar  must  by  necessity  acquire 
one  of  the  remaining  Proof  specimens.  Year  in  and  year  out, 
decade  after  decade,  the  1 895  Proof dollar  has  been  a  key  coin, 
and  worthy  of  the  title  “King  of  Morgan  Dollars.” 
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A  probable  scenario  for  the  disappearance  of  12,000 
business  strikes  is  that  these  coins  may  represent  an  account¬ 
ing  error  and  were  actually  dated  1894.  Alternatively,  the 
entire  business  strike  mintage  of  1895-dated  dollars,  repre¬ 
senting  12  bags  of  1,000  coins  each,  was  melted  under  the 
Pittman  Act  of  1 9 1 8,  which  saw  the  destruction  of  over  270 
million  silver  dollars  of  earlier  dates.  The  definitive  is  the 
article  on  the  1895  dollar  by  Henry  T.  Hettger  (with 
additions  by  QDB  )  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  99. 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rare  date,  but 

at  the  MS-66  level  is  somewhat  elusive . 675 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 
lustre .  169 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  gold 

and  amber  highlights .  169 

1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lightly  reflec¬ 

tive.  Readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  decid¬ 
edly  elusive  in  the  superb  gem  Mint  State 
preservation  offered  here .  1,475 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning .  1,295 

1897- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Gem  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 
1898-0  Dollar 

1898- 0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
fully  brilliant  surfaces  highlighted  by  a  touch  of  light 
gold  toning  along  the  borders.  Wonderful  cameo  con¬ 
trast  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  gem. . . .  2,795 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1898- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 36 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  one  in  stock 

as  this  listing  is  being  prepared.  First  order  owns 
it  for .  715 

1899- 0  MS-66.  Brilliant .  385 

1899-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  385 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  halo  of 

gold  on  the  rims .  115 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1899- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.33 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 745 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  wonderful  example  for  the 
collector  of  gem  Morgan  dollars.  This  example  is 


sure  to  please .  1,525 

1901- S  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  229 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  475 

1902- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  brilliant  lustre.  39 

1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

1903- 0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 925 

1903- 0  MS-63  (PCGS)  .Brilliant  center  with  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning .  299 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  A  slightly 

scarcer  date .  139 

1904- 0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  679 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  135 


1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example.  39 

Peace  Dollars 


Delightful  and  Choice  1921 
Peace  Dollar  Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State! 
1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  just  a  hint  of  light  reverse  toning.  A 
delightful  example  sure  to  please  the  most  dis- 


criminating  buyer . 

. 2,750 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 44 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 44 

1922  Double  Die  Reverse.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Bril- 

tiant . 

. 99 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant . 

.  599 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

.  599 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

.  599 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

.  105 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

.  105 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

.  105 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 44 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

. 44 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 

. 44 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 29 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

.  105 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 44 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 

frosty  lustre .  1,850 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

frosty  surfaces . 89 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  tight  cham¬ 
pagne  peripheral  toning . 795 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  649 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces  with 
deep  golden  toning  around  the  periphery. ..  950 
1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

fully  brilliant  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces . 295 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,050 

Gem  Uncirculated  1934-D  $1 
1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem 
with  a  hint  of  pale  rose.  A  beautiful  coin  in  all 
regards .  1,995 


The  Coin  Collector  October  15,  2001 


1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 

with  fully  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces . 219 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  tight  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  645 

Eisenhower  Dollars 

1971-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  nickel 
gray  surfaces  with  feint  champagne  toning.  119 
1971-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  attrac¬ 


tive . 49 

1972-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  150 

1974-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

light  champagne  toning . 245 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollars 

1981-S  Type  II.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 319 


Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollars 

1981-S  Type  II.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 319 


TRADE  DOLLARS 


1874- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 829 

Lovely  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 
Choice  MS-64 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

highly  lustrous,  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  in  places.  A  splendid  coin  for  the 
grade — over  the  years,  we  have  handled  many 
examples  of  the  date  at  a  slightly  higher  grade  that 
were  not  so  impressive  as  the  present  piece.  One 
look  at  this  beauty  and  you  will  treasure  it  in  your 
collection  for  years  to  come! .  2,950 

The  obverses  of  Type  I  trade  dollars  have  the  two  points 
of  the  ribbon  with  LIBERTY  upon  it  pointing  distinctly  to 
the  viewer’s  left,  while  the  reverses  of  the  Type  I  pieces  show 
a  berry  below  the  eagle’s  left  (viewer’s  right)  claw.  On  the 
Type  II  obverse,  the  ribbon  ends  point  downward,  while  the 
reverse  of  the  Type  II  pieces  lacks  a  berry. 

1877  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  deep  rose 
toning  toward  the  rims .  695 

1877  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  tight  champagne 

surfaces .  429 

Lustrous  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 

1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  fully 
brilliant  and  frosty  lustre .  3,150 

Frosty  Proof-63  Trade  Dollar 
Key  Proof-Only  Date 

1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  tight 

golden  surfaces.  Mintage  limited  to  Proofs  for 
collectors,  with  no  related  circulation  strikes.  Al¬ 
ways  a  key  date,  always  in  demand.  Much  harder 
to  find  than  the  Proof-only  issues  of  the  subse¬ 
quent  two  years .  2,295 

Cameo  1880  Trade  Dollar 

1880  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  frosty 
devices  with  reflective  surfaces.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  Proof  only  year .  4,475 


U.S.  GOLD  DOLLARS 


1851  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  “type”  set 

coin.  . . 729 

1852  AU-58.  Brilliant . 245 

1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin 

of  hand-picked  quality .  1,195 

1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty 

yellow  gold  lustre.  This  is  an  outstanding  example 
for  the  grade.  This  is  equal  to  many  we  have  seen 
certified  as  MS-63 .  529 

Gem  1854  Type  I  Gold  $1 
Seldom  Seen  So  Fine 

1854  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the 

small-diameter  Liberty  Head  type.  One  of  the 
more  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  of  the  era 
with  respect  to  gem  quality .  4,950 

Uncirculated  1855  Gold  $1 

1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brightyellow  gold  with  de¬ 
lightful  olive  iridescent  highlights.  Nicely  struck 
from  tightly  clashed  dies.  Type  II  gold  dollars  were 
a  short-lived  design  type,  struck  1854-1856,  and 
are  highly  desirable  in  all  grades.  Mint  State  speci¬ 
mens  such  as  the  present  coin  are  always  in  high 
demand,  and  it  is  all  we  can  do  to  keep  them  in 
stock.  We  wish  we  had  a  dozen,  but  we  have  but 


one.  It  can  be  yours  for .  6,750 

1855  EF-45  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces . 495 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  875 


Superb  1873  Closed  3  Dollar  Rarity 
1873  Closed  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superbly  lustrous 
light  yellow  gold  with  olive  and  coppery  high¬ 
lights.  PCGS  has  graded  no  specimens  of  this  is¬ 
sue  higher  than  the  present  coin.  Only  1,800  are 
said  to  have  been  struck,  making  it  one  of  the  clas¬ 


sic  rarities  of  the  gold  dollar  series.  A  spectacular 
numismatic  highlight — one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  pieces  in  the  present  listing .  14,500 

Rare  1875  Gold  Dollar 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  specimen  of  this 
elusive  rarity!  Prooflike  and  bright  with  much 
lustre.  A  very  attractive  and  desirable  specimen  of 
the  well-known  key  to  the  gold  dollar  series.  At¬ 
tributed  as  a  circulation  strike  due  to  the  presence 
of  a  die  tine,  typically  called  a  “spike”  below  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin .  5,250 

Low-Mintage  1880  Gold  Dollar 
Superb  Gem  Mint  State! 

A  Showpiece 

1880  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Low- 

mintage  issue,  just  1 ,600  struck.  One  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  gold  dollars.  The  presently  offered 
specimen,  a  gorgeous  superb  gem,  is  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  we’ve  ever  seen! .  2,995 

Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Unusually  attrac¬ 
tive.  Highly  prized  as  a  low-mintage  date.  1,695 

Beautiful  Cameo  Proof  1885  Gold  $1 

1885  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  tittle  cameo  coin,  a  lovely 
representative  of  the  rare  Proofformat.  You’ll  tike 
this  combination  of  grade  and  quality! .  3,950 

Exceptional  1885  Gold  Dollar 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  as  beautiful  as 
can  be .  1,695 

Lovely  Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  yellow 
gold  fields  with  nice  frosty  devices.  A  delightful 
cameo  Proof  example  for  the  advanced  type  col¬ 
lector.  A  few  very  feint  hairlines  are  noted.  5,950 

Lovely  1888  Gold  Dollar 

1888  MS-65.  Deeply  struck,  lustrous  and  frosty.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  next  to  last  year  of  this 
denomination.  Not  often  seen  this  fine. ..  1,850 


QUARTER  EAGLES 
($2.50  GOLD) 


Impressive  1836  Quarter  Eagle 
Exceptional  Quality  Ex  Bass  Collection 

1836  Script  8,  Head  of  1835.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Pedigreed  to  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection. 
Fully  brilliant  with  lustrous  bright  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  Frosty  and  sharply  struck.  An  excep¬ 
tional  high  quality  example .  11 ,500 

Lustrous  1837  $2.50 

1837  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,775 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 739 

1856- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1857  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  695 

1857- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  589 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1871  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  lustrous  surfaces. 

Only  5,320  pieces  minted .  1,195 

1874  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  abraded  pale  yellow 
gold  surfaces  with  a  splash  of  lilac  toning  on  the 
reverse.  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage 
ofjust  3,920  coins .  695 

Brilliant  Gem  1878  $2.50 
Splendid  MS-65 

1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  quarter  eagle 
that  is  ideal  for  either  a  date  collection  or  a  type 

set . 3,345 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant 
with  greenish  gold  obverse  and  tight  yellow  re¬ 
verse . 279 

1878-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  895 

Rare  1880  Quarter  Eagle 
Key  Low-Mintage  Date 
1880  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  Hard  to  find  in  any  and 


all  grades .  1 ,645 

1882  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 575 


Lovely  Gem  1884  Quarter  Eagle 
1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold 
with  immaculate  satiny  surfaces.  An  exquisite  speci¬ 
men  from  a  minuscule  mintage  of  only  1 ,950  pieces, 
with  delightful  eye  appeal  and  very  sharp  strike. 
Quite  possibly  unexcelled  by  any  extant  specimen; 
PCGS  has  certified  none  at  higher  grades. .  12,500 

Mint  State  1886  Quarter  Eagle 
Low-Mintage  Issue 

1886  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  classic  rarity  in 
the  quarter  eagle  series,  yet  priced  at  only  1 ,295 

1886  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

Splendid  Gem  1896  $2.50 
1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  satiny  honey 
gold  surfaces.  An  impressive  gem  quarter  eagle  in 
all  respects . . .  2,595 


Lustrous  1897  $2.50 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 
cartwheel  lustre .  2,495 


Gem  1900  Liberty  Quarter  Eagle 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderfully  lustre  this  is  a 
gorgeous  example  with  only  one  piece  graded 
higher  by  PCGS .  2,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of 

the  final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th 
century  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if 
you  are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rar¬ 
ity,  even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  show¬ 
piece  for  a  first-class  type  set .  1 ,695 

Superb  Gem  1901  Quarter  Eagle 

1901  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  beauty!  You 

could  travel  10,000  miles  in  the  hunt  and  not  find 
a  nicer  one! .  2,695 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1905  $2.50 

1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

lively  olive  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  This  is 
gem  quality  at  its  finest! .  2,395 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

Dazzling  Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 

1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 

dazzling  super-gem  coin!  .  2,395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  date  in  the 

Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  series,  a  motif  which 
commenced  in  1840 .  695 

Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 

1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive 
gold  and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the 
first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  unusual  incused 
Indian  Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are 
sunken  into  the  coin  rather  than  raised  above  the 
surface,  as  in  virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin  design 


types . 3,195 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,595 

1908VF-25 .  179 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 


Desirable  1910  Indian  Quarter  Eagle 
1910  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  raised  rim 
as  seen  on  some  (but  not  all)  quarter  eagles  of  this 


design  type .  1,995 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 


Lustrous  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold 
with  pleasing  rose  highlights.  A  splendid  coin  for 
the  grade,  one  that  bespeaks  a  much  finer  quality 


to  the  unaided  eye .  1 ,695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 495 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914  $2.50 
1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold.  A  readily 
available  date  that  becomes  quite  elusive  in  choice 
Mint  State.  In  feet,  the  1914  is  second  only  to  the 
191 1-D  in  rarity!  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . . .  3,795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  1,275 


Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $2.50 
1914-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  our  Sussex 


Collection  sale .  1,695 

Another  Lovely  1914-D  $2.50 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  decided  olive  highlights. . . , . ,.  1 ,695 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Bnlliant . 295 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  1,275 

1915  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  '; . 339 

1915  AU-58.  Bnlliant . 7 .  199 


Gem  MS-65  Indian  $2.50 
1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only 
three  dates  in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series 
minted  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Rare  so  fine! .  3,595 

Attractive  1926  MS-65  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fields  surrounded 
by  satiny  devices.  Rare  at  the  gem  level! ..  3,675 
1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this  in¬ 
triguing  design  type.  Fully  brilliant  with  tight  yel¬ 


low  gold  surfaces . 975 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095 

1928  AU-58.  Brilliant .  199 


THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD 


1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,175 

Mint  State  1856  $3  Gold 
1856  MS-61  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  in  warm  yel¬ 
low  gold.  Lustrous  and  quite  attractive.  Very  elu¬ 


sive  in  Mint  State . . . 2,650 

1860  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant .  . .  1,395 

1870  EF-45.  Lustrous  .  1,175 
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Auction  News! 


On  Display  at  the  Long  Beach  Convention 

October  4-6,  2001 . . . 


JAe 

Tree  yj\<iYiy  ^eatAers 

/T9.U 


CbtUctlCH 


September  I  i- IS.  2001 
New  York  Cite 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

The 

tree  many 
Feathers  Collection 


Auction  Date: 

November  28,  2001 — Marriott  Inner  Harbor 
Hotel — Baltimore,  Maryland 

Session  Times: 

(Note:  The  order  of  the  sessions 
has  been  reversed) 

Session  2  (Lots  1001-1489) 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Nov.  28,  2001  at  12:30 
featuring  Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins  and  Mint  Errors 

Session  1  (Lots  1-552) 

Wednesday  Evening,  Nov.  28,  2001  at  6:00 
featuring  U.S.  Coins,  Pattern  Coins,  and  California 
Small  Denomination  Gold 

Lot  Viewing: 

October  4-6— Long  Beach  Convention 

November  27— Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel — 
Baltimore,  Maryland 


Or  Robert  I.  I  linldov  Or  -John  C  Worn* 
■r„,  ■  fnd  T K  •:  VLitij  Ft:  ithiirs 


-crtK  *>;, 


^  j 
%  / 


|  Bourns,  ami  Mhiinac'iaiifrus  : 


The  Collections  of 
Phillip  Flannagan 

Robert  I.  Hinkley,  Dr.  John  C. 
Wong,  and  Tree  Many  Feathers 


Auction  Date: 

November  29-December  1,  2001 — Marriott  Inner 
Harbor  Hotel — Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

Lot  Viewing: 

October  4-6 — Long  Beach  Convention 

November  27 — Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel — 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

November  28-30 — Suburban  Washington/ 
Baltimore  Convention 


To  order  any  of  these 
catologues,  call  Mary  Tocci  in 
our  Publications  Department 
at  1-800-222-5993 


The  Franklin  sale 


Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — 
Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction- 
www.collectors.com 

888-540-COIN  (2646) 

Auction  Date: 

Posted:  October  1, 2001  at  9:00  a.m. 
(Pacific  Time) 

Closing:  October  18, 2001  at  7:00  pan. 
(Pacific  Time) 

Lot  Viewing: 

October  4-6 — At  Long  Beach  Convention 

October  8-17— At  Kingswood  Offices 
in  Califorma 

(please  call for  an  appointment) 


Lustrous  Gem  1878  $3  Gold 
1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  date,  one  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  (and  coming  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  this  statement  has  real  meaning!).  One  of 
the  more  available  dates  among  later  $3  issues,  but 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  common  $3  of  any  year. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set .  9,950 


$5  GOLD  HALF  EAGLES 


Early  Half  Eagles 


Brilliant  1803/2  Half  Eagle 
Near  Gem  Grade  Exceptional  Quality! 
1803/2  B-2D.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  of  the  Draped  Bust  design  with 
frosty  greenish  gold  lustre.  This  is  an  easily  rec¬ 
ognized  example  from  the  second  overdate  ob¬ 
verse  of  the  year.  This  delightful  half  eagle  is 
certain  to  please  the  connoisseur.  The  die  crack 
through  the  base  of  the  date  is  relatively  early,  al¬ 
though  instantly  visible .  23,500 

Choice  Uncirculated  1805  $5 
Bass  Collection  Pedigree 
1805  B-3B.  Rarity-4+.  Close  Date.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  The  Harry  Bass  specimen,  sold  in  Part 
II  of  our  offering  of  his  superb  collection  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1 999  and  described  there,  in  part,  as  follows: 
“A  wonderful  early  half  eagle  with  brilliant,  frosty 
yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  choice  surfaces  with  only 
occasional  scattered  contact  marks.  Light  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  are  noted  on  the  reverse  from  9:00  to 
10:00.”  PCGS  has  certified  none  finer.  A  remark¬ 


able  quality  coin  that  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the 
cabinet  of  its  next  fortunate  owner .  27,500 

Mint  State  1805  Half  Eagle 

1805  B-3D.  Rarity-4.  Close  Date.  MS-61 

(PCGS).  A  lovely  example,  sharply  struck  and 
well  centered.  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  a  few 
tiny  marks  visible.  A  desirable  example  for  the 
early  half  eagle  specialist .  7,995 

Choice  Mint  State  1806  Half  Eagle 
8X5  Star  Arrangement 

1806  B-3D.  Rarity-5+.  Pointed  6,  8X5  Stars. 

MS-63  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  yellow  gold  with 
traces  of  orange  toning.  A  lovely  example  for  the 
variety  specialist  or  type  collector.  The  obverse  has 
stars  arranged  with  eight  left  and  five  right,  the  same 
as  all  Pointed  6  obverse  dies . 24,500 

Memorable  Mint  State  1808  $5 
Condition  Census 

1808  B-4B.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  bright  olive- 
gold  with  lush  satiny  lustre.  Beautiful  eye  ap¬ 
peal  and  an  outstanding  full  strike.  This 
example  represents  the  new  design  by  John 
Reich,  hired  by  the  Mint  in  1807.  The  special¬ 
ist  and  advanced  type  collector  alike  will  delight 
in  the  attractiveness  and  scarcity  of  a  coin  such 
as  this,  a  specimen  beyond  improvement  and 
without  detraction.  Indeed,  PCGS  has  certified 
only  one  finer.  A  future  highlight  in  any  cabi¬ 
net .  26,500 

Liberty  Head  Half  Eagles 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange- 
gold  highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type.  Early  Liberty  Head  gold  coins  are 
experiencing  a  resurgence  in  popularity.  We  are 
delighted  to  offer  this  example  for  your  numis¬ 


matic  consideration .  1 ,095 

1847  AU-58.  Brilliant . 795 


Choice  1853  Half  Eagle 
1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  7,950 


1861  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1872-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  nice  example.  395 
1877-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1879  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1880  AU-55.  Brilliant .  195 

1880- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  orange-gold  with 

strong  lustre.  From  an  early  die  state  of  this  popular 
overdate  issue,  with  remnants  of  all  four  underlying 
digits  plainly  seen  around  the  1881  date . 995 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  highest 

graded  is  MS-64 .  895 

Condition  Census  1882-S  Half  Eagle 

1882- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  ol¬ 

ive-gold  with  exquisite  lustre.  An  especially 
choice  specimen,  tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  Of  unexcelled  quality  and  impressive  aes¬ 
thetic  beauty . 5,950 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Excellent  satiny  lustre  and 
frosted  devices.  An  appealing  and  choice  speci¬ 
men  from  the  Bass  Collection . 895 

1891- CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 595 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  $5 
1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 
choice  and  beautiful  example  of  this  Philadelphia 

issue.  Only  15  pieces  graded .  1 ,895 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1892- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1893-0  $5  from  the  Bass  Collection 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

P1893-0  MS-62.  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold 
with  superb  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A  choice 
specimen  with  the  added  interest  of  being  previ¬ 
ously  offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass 


Collection,  Part  II,  Lot  1263 .  2,450 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
603-569-5319 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 
A  Treat  to  the  Eye 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of 
the  highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 
is  all  about!  Only  seven  pieces  have  been  graded 

higher  by  PCGS .  3,150 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  295 

Condition  Census  1901/0-S  Overdate  $5 
1901/0-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
hints  of  coppery  toning  and  the  look  of  a  higher 
grade;  we  wouldn’t  be  surprised  at  all  to  see  this 
in  a  different  holder  the  next  time  we  see  it!  This 
is  one  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this 
overdate  rarity,  one  of  the  most  spectacular  va¬ 
rieties  among  United  States  gold  coins.  Popular, 
rare,  and  the  nicest  specimen  we  recall  ever  see¬ 


ing  or  owning . 6,950 

Lustrous  1901/0-S  Half  Eagle 
1901/O-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 2,595 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Memorable  Gem  1903-S  $5 
1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  at  this  grade  level.  You  can  have  a  field  day 
by  looking  through  our  wonderful  listing  of  gold 
coins  and  adding  desired  pieces  to  your  collection. 
The  market  is  just  right,  and  our  selection  is  re¬ 


markable  . 3,695 

1903-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Lustrous  1905-S  Half  Eagle 
1905-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous,  sat¬ 
iny  beauty  that  will  delight  the  specialist!  3,250 

Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 
1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Bright  orange-gold  with 
some  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  on  the  mirror  fields 
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Young  Numismatist... 


(continued  from  page  1 ) 

them  at  a  price  slightly  lower  than  the  pre¬ 
vailing  scale. 

He  talks  like  a  business  administration 
graduate,  explaining  that  “I  try  to  sell  the 
coins  and  albums  for  a  litde  less  so  that  I’ll  get 
more  customers  and  make  more  money.” 

At  first,  Kenny  admits,  he  succumbed  to 
temptation  and  overcharged  some  young¬ 
sters  in  Allston,  but  he  soon  saw  the  error  of 
his  ways  and  prefers  to  build  up  a  steady  cli¬ 
entele  that  he  can  help  build  a  worthwhile 
collection. 

The  business  boy  has  no  interest  in  for¬ 
eign  coins,  but  prefers  to  specialize  in  post- 
Revolutionary  American  money,  collecting 
them  in  “sets.”  A  set  of  a  certain  coin  —  Lin¬ 
coln  pennies  or  Roosevelt  dimes  —  includes 
one  from  every  year  it  was  issued  and  is 
worth  a  higher  cash  value  than  their  total 
individually,  explains  Kenny. 

He  is  now  working  on  his  third  com¬ 
plete  set  of  Lincoln  pennies,  since  he  sold 
two  sets  to  buy  a  $70  pair  of  speed  skates 
during  the  winter. 

Financing  all  his  dealings  with  his  own 
money,  Kenny  bought  100  rolls  of  pennies 
from  a  bank  recendy  ($50  worth  in  two  lots). 

The  “loot”  from  the  bank  included  a 
1909  San  Francisco  Mint  one-cent  piece 
with  the  letters  “VDB”,  the  initials  of  the 
designer,  on  the  back  worth  approximately 
$10.  From  the  100  rods  he  made  up  about 
l/3rd  of  a  Lincoln  penny  set,  none  worth 
less  than  25  cents,  and  sold  a  number  of 
“junk”  coins  worth  7  or  8  cents  each  to  get 
some  “working  capital.” 

Kenny  regularly  looks  over  the  change  in 
his  father’s  cash  register.  The  officials  at  St. 
Clement’s  School,  where  he  is  a  sixth  grade 
honor  student,  save  all  the  office  change  for 
him  to  inspect. 

Got  any  money  you  think  you  were 
“gypped”  on  in  change,  because  the  picture 
is  cracked  or  the  letters  on  the  date  broken? 
Don’t  spend  it  until  you’ve  checked,  ad¬ 
vises  Kenny. 

His  most  valuable  coin  is  a  dime  that  has 
a  crease  in  the  picture,  because  the  metal 
was  poured  in  wrong  and  the  cast  broke  in 
the  molding.  Such  coins  are  called  “freaks” 
and  are  extremely  rare  and  invaluable.  Mrs. 
Rendell  received  Kenny’s  in  their  drug 
store  and  was  giving  it  out  in  change  before 
she  noticed  its  “bulge.” 

If  you  want  to  start  a  collection  from 
your  pocket  change,  make  it  Roosevelt 
dimes  —  even  if  you’re  a  Republican.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  young  numismatist,  FDR 
dimes  are  getting  scarcer,  are  increasing  in 
value,  and  a  complete  set  will  have  a  high 
value  in  a  few  years. 

Besides  the  lucky  Liberty  half  dollar, 
Kenny’s  prize  personal  collection  includes  a 
set  of  Indian  head  pennies  he  is  building. 
This  starts  with  an  1 857  flying  eagle  copper 
that  was  designed  after  an  eagle  that  used  to 
fly  around  the  Mint  and  was  later  stuffed. 


The  set  also  includes  a  number  of 
“Proof’  pennies.  These  Proof  pennies  are 
“samples”  of  each  issue  put  out  by  the 
Mint,  cast  [struck]  carefully  and  slowly  as 
Proofs  to  get  perfection  in  every  detail,  and 
then  wrapped  in  cellophane  for  preserva¬ 
tion.  They  cost  and  are  immediately  worth 
more  than  face  value  and  the  mint  has 
standing  orders  for  them  by  coin  dealers  and 
collectors,  because  of  their  perfect  condi¬ 
tion. 

“It’s  the  condition  that  mainly  deter¬ 
mines  the  value  of  an  individual  coin,”  re¬ 
veals  Kenny,  who  also  owns  several  prized 
“uncirculated”  coins. 

These  come  shiny  and  new  from  the 
bank  and  have  none  of  their  markings 
rubbed  off.  The  more  nearly  perfect  the 
coin,  the  greater  the  value. 

If  you’re  going  to  go  in  for  that  collec¬ 
tion  of  Roosevelt  dimes,  try  to  save  the 
ones  that  still  have  a  tiny  spot  sticking  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  “tail”  side. 

In  its  present  state  of  partial  completion 
Kenny’s  set  of  Indian  heads,  for  which  he 
paid  an  approximate  total  of  $40,  is  worth 
$65-$70.  His  stock  also  includes  1857  and 
1829  “half’  dimes,  worth  65  cents;  an  1864 
two-cent  piece,  worth  30  cents;  1865  and 
1851  three-cent  coins,  worth  35  cents;  and 
some  paper  currency,  issued  during  a  Civil 
War  metal  shortage,  for  50,  3,  and  10  cents, 
now  worth  85,  75  and  50  cents,  respectively. 

In  checking  and  following  up  coins, 
Kenny  incidentally  acquires  a  vast  knowl¬ 
edge  of  American  history  and  the  people 
who  get  their  faces  on  our  money. 

His  one  secret  yearning  is  to  get  his 
hands  on  an  1804  half  dollar  [actually,  silver 
dollar] ,  a  very  rare  coin  that  was  recalled  be¬ 
cause  its  silver  content  was  worth  more 
than  its  face  value.  One  sold  at  a  numis¬ 
matic  auction  last  year  for  $12,500. 

Kenny’s  business  is  brisk.  It  includes 
youngsters  who  respond  to  the  sign  on  his 
porch,  others  who  reply  to  his  newspaper 
advertisements,  and  even  a  mail  order  busi¬ 
ness  with  several  adults. 

Despite  this  fact,  he  himself  can’t  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  numismatic  auction  or  join  such 
societies  until  he  is  18.  His  father  joins  them 
for  him  so  Kenny  can  attend  the  meetings 
and  Kenny  hopes  his  father  will  get  him 
into  an  auction  in  a  few  years.  An  adult 
friend  displayed  Kenny’s  Indian  heads  at  an 
auction  in  Connecticut  last  year. 

Sometimes  even  before  replacing  stock 
or  buying  those  coveted  “Proof’  coins, 
Kenny  spends  his  profits  on  speed  skating. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Boston  and  State 
Skating  Clubs  and  Northeast  Skating  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  this,  too,  he  excels.  He  won 
third  place  in  the  Skates  finals  in  Boston  and 
placed  15th  in  the  England  Outdoor  Speed 
Skating  championships  in  New  Hampshire. 

What  does  Kenneth  want  to  be  when  he 
grows  up? 

A  coin  dealer,  natch! 


and  modestly  frosted  motifs.  Only  85  Proofs  of 
the  date  were  produced,  with  far  fewer  than  that 
number  still  accounted  for  today.  A  nice  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  gold  coin  fancier  and  half  eagle  spe¬ 
cialist  alike .  5,950 

Lovely  Gem  1906-S  Half  Eagle 

1906- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

“Earthquake  year”  coin.  Gorgeous! .  5,950 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  last  year  of  issue  of  the  Liberty  Head  se¬ 
ries.  Quality  such  as  this  is  difficult  to  locate.  1 ,275 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  895 

Gem  Uncirculated  1908  Liberty  $5 
Final  Date  of  the  Design  Type 

1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  olive-gold 

gem  with  delightful  lustre  and  equally  pleasing  eye 
appeal.  A  splendid  way  to  begin — or  finish — your 
Liberty  half  eagle  collection . 3,595 

Indian  Half  Eagles 

Choice  MS-64  Indian  $5.00 

1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with 
lustrous  surfaces.  First  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s 


incuse  design.  Scarce  so  choice . 3,395 

1908  Indian)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Impressive  Gem  1911  $5 

1911  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated  Indian  half  eagle.  Satiny  honey  gold  surfaces  are 
matte-like  in  appearance  and  display  dynamic  lus¬ 
tre.  At  first  glance,  the  new  owner  of  this  gem  is 
bound  to  remark  “this  is  one  of  the  finest  Indian  half 
eagles  I’ve  ever  seen,”  and  he  or  she  wouldn’t  be  far 
off  the  mark.  In  fret,  PCGS  has  only  certified  one 
example  of  this  date  in  a  finer  grade.  The  present 
coin  is  what  gem  quality  is  all  about!  . 13,950 

Lustrous  and  Rare  191 1-S  $5 

1911- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  and 
rather  rare  coin,  a  great  combination  for  just  1,595 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

scarcer  issues  in  the  series . 995 

Unusually  Fine  1913  $5 
Near  Gem  Grade 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Un¬ 
usually  fine,  unusually  beautiful  grade  for  this  is¬ 
sue — a  half  eagle  that  is  more  often  seen  around 
the  AU  level.  Just  a  point  away  from  the  gem 
level,  usually  defined  as  MS-65 .  3,350 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  579 

Lustrous  1914  HalfEagle 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

splendid  coin .  1 ,595 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914-D  $5 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with 

lively  olive  highlights.  A  choice  piece  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  Despite  a  mintage  of247,000  pieces, 
this  Denver  Mint  issue  is  quite  scarce  in  choice 
Uncirculated  grade .  2,850 

1915- SEF-40.  Attractive .  459 

1916- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Latest- 

dated  readily  collectible  date  in  the  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries.  Scarce . 995 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


Lovely  1801  Eagle 

1801  Breen-2b.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow 
gold  surfaces  with  amber  peripheral  toning.  This 
piece  is  pedigreed  to  the  Thomas  C.  Stires  Col¬ 
lection .  6,695 

Liberty  Head  Gold  Eagles 

1841  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  greenish  yellow 
gold  with  minor  abrasions,  quite  common  to 
these  large  gold  coins .  1 ,250 

Fantastic  1845  Proof  $10  Rarity! 

From  the  Garrett  Collection 
An  American  Classic 

1845  Proof-64  Cameo.  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rarity,  a  coin  of  which  only  a  hand¬ 
ful  exist  in  all  of  numismatics.  Most  probably, 
this  was  made  as  part  of  a  Proof  presentation  set, 
details  concerning  the  distribution  of  which  have 
been  lost.  This  coin  is  an  old  numismatic  friend, 
having  been  catalogued  and  sold  by  us  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1980  in  Sale  III  of  the  Garrett  Collection 
consigned  by  The  Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Any  high-denomination  gold  Proof  coin  dated 
prior  to  1859  is  an  ultra  rarity.  Often  a  genera¬ 
tion  can  pass  between  the  offerings  of  a  given 
specimen.  Here,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  fan¬ 
tastic  gold  rarities  available  on  the  market  in  our 
time .  184,500 

1852  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example . 395 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal . 365 

1853  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1855  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

GOLD  COINS  FROM  BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES:  If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  be  delighted  to  help 
you  with  your  type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check  this 
listing  which  includes  our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you  don’t 
see  what  you  need,  then  give  Mark  Borckardt  your  “want 
list.”  We’ll  keep  you  posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


1881-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  20  pieces 
graded  higher . 995 

Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 
1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,975 
1890  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Lustrous  1+893  Eagle 
Choice  Mint  State 

1893  MS-64.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  Not  particu¬ 
larly  easy  to  find  in  Choice  Mint  State.  None 
graded  higher .  1 ,495 

1894-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 399 

Gem  1897  Liberty  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Certified 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Only  5  pieces  graded  higher 

by  PCGS.  A Jind  for  the  specialist .  1,795 

Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow 
gold  with  full  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in  fact, 
one  of  the  most  attractive  eagles  at  this  grade 
level  we  can  recall  seeing.  Perfect  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  type  set . 2,150 

1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
exhibit  attractive  olive  iridescence . 695 


Choice  1901-0  Eagle 
1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
pleasing  example  with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  Only  eight  pieces 
graded  higher .  2,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Eagle 
Extraordinary  Quality 
1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 
featuring  outstanding  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  A  treat  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Although  this  issue  is  one  of  the  most  available 
in  the  entire  Liberty  eagle  series,  few  examples  of 


similar  quality  remain  in  existence . 6,250 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 


Satiny  1903  Eagle 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  coppery 
gold  with  excellent  lustre  and  superb  eye  appeal. 
A  very  difficult  date  to  locate  in  this  grade;  in  fact, 
PCGS  has  certified  only  one  piece  higher.  A  most 
pleasing  specimen,  with  enough  lustre  that  it  can 
share  some  with  the  rest  of  your  collection  of 
eagles .  3,795 


1903-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . . 345 

1903- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  289 

1904- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  Pleasing  to  the  eye 

with  a  minimum  of  marks.  Nice  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre . 495 

Attractive  1905  Eagle 
Very  Choice  Mint  State 
1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,995 

Condition  Rarity  1905-S  $10 

1905- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  lustre  on 

satiny  surfaces.  The  fact  that  there  were  no  Un¬ 
circulated  specimens  of  this  date  in  the  Bass  Col¬ 
lection  speaks  volumes  about  its  rarity  in  this  state. 
Choice  for  the  grade.  Only  nine  graded  with  just 
one  piece  graded  higher .  4,500 

Indian  Gold  Eagles 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  795 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  589 

1907  Indian  Head.  AU-58  (ANACS).  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  with  great  lustre .  489 

1908  No  Motto.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  495 
1908  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight. 

Strong  cartwheel  lustre  graces  the  rich  golden 
orange  surfaces .  1,375 

1908  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  439 

1908- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  . . 739 

1909  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 445 

1909- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  . . 499 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 459 

1910  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1910- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold 

with  a  trace  of  pink  toning . 825 

1911- D  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 795 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1912- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Delightfully  brilliant  with 

warm  lustre  on  olive-gold  surfaces.  A  matte-like 
beauty  that  approaches  gem  quality  in  many  re¬ 
spects .  1,450 

1913- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1914- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1914-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  429 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,150 

1915  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . .  445 

1916-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  575 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,229 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .  689 
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$20  GOLD  DOUBLE 
EAGLES 


Liberty  Double  Eagles 

1851-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1852  EF-45  (NGC).  A  nice  example  for  this 

grade .  895 

Mint  State  1853  Double  Eagle 

1853  MS-61  (NGC).  This  lovely  example  is 

sharply  defined  with  fully  brilliant  and  frosty  light 
yellow  gold  lustre.  Mint  State  double  eagles  from 
the  early  1850s  are  quite  elusive . 5,550 

Lustrous  AU-58  1856-S 
Central  America  $20 

1856-S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  AU-58  (PCGS).  We  have  direct  from  the 
source  a  small  supply  of  lustrous  AU  1856-S  double 
eagles  from  the  treasure  recovered  from  the  S.  S.  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Awonderful  combination  of numismatic 


appeal,  quality,  and  historical  provenance!  ....  5,630 

Memorable  AU-55  1856-S 
Central  America  $20 

1856-S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  memo¬ 
rable  specimen! .  4,925 

Final  AU  Central  America  1856-S  $20 

1856- S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 

America.  AU-53  (PCGS) .  4,225 

Choice  MS-64  1857-S 
Central  America  $20 

1857- S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 

America.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  9,900 

1860  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Attractive  1861-S  Double  Eagle 
1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces.  1 ,845 

Lustrous  1863-S  Double  Eagle  From  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure 
1863-S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  bright  yel- 
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We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  relating  to  American  numismatics.  Those  deemed 
to  be  of  general  interest  will  be  answered  in  this  column  by  our  editor,  Q.  David  Bowers. 

D.S.  ASKS:  This  is  just  a  note  to  say  how  much  i  enjoy  your  Coin  World  articles.  Also, 

1  having  the  reputation  you  do  in  professional  numismatics,  I  thought  I  would  ask  you  one 
question:  How  does  one  fulfill  the  requirements  of  an  entry  level  buyer?  What  do  the  major 
coin  houses  look  for  in  a  successful  applicant? 

I’m  looking  for  a  second  career,  having  retired  from  the  Army.  I’ve  been  a  collector  for 
about  35  years  and  have  studied  and  read  about  many  series.  My  favorite  coins  are  large 
copper  cents.  Do  you  have  any  thoughts  to  share? 

CC  ANSWERS:  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  standard  answer,  as  different  firms  have 
different  objectives.  Some  that  play  to  a  mass  market  simply  desire  “generic”  examples  of 
given  dates  of  Washington  quarters,  Morgan  dollars,  etc.,  in  given  grades,  and  price  is  the 
most  important  consideration.  Others  (Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  an  example) 
primarily  cater  to  sophisticated  buyers  who  desire  quality  and  are  willing  to  pay  a  bit  more 
for  it,  for  certain  varieties  in  which  quality  is  elusive. 

As  you  have  been  in  numismatics  for  a  long  time,  and  as  large  copper  cents  are  a  rather 
sophisticated  series,  chances  are  good  that  you  already  have  an  “eye”  for  quality. 

Coin  buyers  have  to  enjoy  traveling  to  a  lot  of  places,  staying  in  hotels,  eating  alone  in 
distant  restaurants,  and  engaging  in  other  activities  away  from  home  and  hearth.  As  you  were 
in  the  Army,  chances  are  good  that  you  are  used  to  and  perhaps  enjoy  extensive  travel  (in 
contrast,  I’m  sort  of  a  stay-at-home,  in  the  mold  of  Sherlock  Holmes  and  Nero  Wolfe!). 

As  I  see  it  the  rare  coin  business  offers  many  opportunities.  Perhaps  a  good  way  to  start 
professionally  would  be  to  visit  a  dealer  in  your  area  who  you  admire,  and  see  if  at  first  you 
can  work  on  a  part-time  basis.  In  that  way  you  will  find  if  coin  buying  is  your  cup  of  tea. 

V  •  •  • 

K.P.  ASKS:  I  have  purchased  coins  from  your  firm,  bought  tons  of  your  books,  and  avidly 
read  your  “Joys  of  Collecting”  column  in  each  week.  I  consider  you  to  be  the  “Dean  of 
Numismatics”,  and  the  rightful  heir  to  Walter  Breen  as  the  premier  numismatic  researcher 
in  America. 

I  recently  returned  to  the  coin  collecting  fraternity  after  a  hiatus  of  12  years.  When  I  left, 

I  sold  my  collection  of  42  high  grade  Hard  Times  Tokens,  a  decision  which  I  regret  to  this  day. 
However,  I  was  experiencing  my  own  personal  version  of  economic  “Hard  Times”,  and 
needed  to  educate  my  children. 

I  now  wish  to  experience  the  joy  of  finding  and  putting  together  a  new  collection.  I  read 
with  interest  your  recent  “Joys  of  Collecting”,  in  which  you  mention  the  Joe  Levine  Sale.  I 
would  like  to  acquire  the  catalog.  Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  who  did  the  sale, 
and  if  it  was  your  firm,  I  would  gladly  purchase  a  catalog  from  you.  Also,  any  other  information 
on  Hard  Times  tokens  would  be  appreciated.  Thank  you. 

CC  ANSWERS:  I  am  glad  you  enjoy  my  column.  Today,  this  stands  as  the  longest-running 
column  in  Coin  World  by  a  single  outside  contributor,  for  sure,  and  perhaps  the  longest  of  any 
of  the  columns.  Not  that  you  asked,  but  this  started  decades  ago  when,  after  writing  a  few 
items  for  Coin  World,  then-editor  Margo  Russell  asked  if  I  would  like  to  do  a  weekly  column. 

I  said  “Yes,”  and  she  suggested  the  name,  “Numismatic  Depth  Study,”  which  was  used  for 
many  years  until  changed  to  “The  Joys  of  Collecting.” 

It  is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  Coin  World  that  neither  the  former  editor,  Margo  Russell, 
nor  the  current  one,  Beth  Deisher,  ever  suggested  what  I  should  or  should  not  write  about, 
or  edited  out  any  comments  because  of  their  viewpoints.  Each  week  I  dream  up  what  I  want 
to  write  about,  do  some  thinking,  create  a  column,  and  send  it  in. 

Regarding  researchers,  in  the  general  era  from  about  1950  through  the  1960s  Walter 
Breen  was  no  doubt  the  most  publicized  of  American  numismatic  researchers,  what  with  his 
frequent  contributions  to  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  his  monographs  published  by 
Wayte  Raymond  (in  the  1950s),  and  other  efforts.  However,  there  were  many  other 
researchers  as,  well,  many  or  not  most  of  whom  who  were  more  careful  with  their 
conclusions.  Often  Walter  would  make  a  guess  at  something,  and  then  publish  it  as  fact.  At 
the  same  time  he  printed  many  useful  facts  that  were  correct  (by  definition).  The  only 
problem  was  that  he  often  neglected  to  separate  facts  (such  as  those  gleaned  from  the 
National  Archives)  from  guesses,  and  today  a  lot  of  people  are  revising  his  work  to  try  to 
straighten  out  various  situations. 

That  said,  he  left  behind  a  tremendous  legacy  of  very  useful  information  in  balance,  and 
Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  stands  today  as  a  “must  have” 
for  every  library.  Many  if  not  most  of  his  guesses  involve  rather  arcane  or  esoteric  pathways 
and  are  not  apt  to  affect,  say,  the  typical  collector  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  or  one  or  another 
of  the  popular  series. 

Today  in  2001  I  believe  that  there  are  more  really  scientific,  careful  numismatic  research¬ 
ers  than  ever  before,  and  it  would  not  be  possible  to  name  anyone  who  is  “best.”  However, 

I  do  enjoy  research  and  am  happy  to  be  in  a  field  with  so  many  excellent  colleagues. 

The  sale  you  mention  was  conducted  by  Joseph  Levine  of  Presidential  Coin  and  Antique 
Co.,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  by  mail  I  have  sent  you  his  address  and  telephone  number. 

To  fully  appreciate  Hard  Times  tokens  today  you  will  want  to  buy  a  copy  of  Russ  Rulau’s 
Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900,  available  wherever  numismatic  books  are  sold. 
For  a  closer  focus,  his  Hard  Times  Tokens  book,  which  Russ  advises  is  now  undergoing  revision 
for  a  new  edition  in  2002,  is  indispensable. 

Here’s  hoping  your  personal  “hard  times”  are  now  “good  times,”  and  that  the  only  Hard 

Times  you  have  will  be  with  tokens  in  your  collection! 

•  •  • 

J.K  ASKS:  Have  you  ever  seen  a  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  you  would  describe  as  prooflike? 

I  had  just  a  phone  call  from  someone  who  claimed  Harry  Lessin  had  dozens  of  prooflike 
specimens  in  the  early  1960s.  .  Your  help  is  appreciated. 

CC  ANSWERS:  These  coins  came  with  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces,  never  with  even  a  hint 
of  prooflike  character.  The  late  Harry  Lessin,  whose  estate  collection  we  handled  a  number 
of  years  back,  was  one  of  the  earliest  people  interested  in  this  variety,  and  he  squirreled  away 
quite  a  few  of  them— with  great  financial  results! 

For  some  general  background  on  this  variety,  you  might  want  to  check  my  article  on  the 
subject  in  1964  book,  Coins  and  Collectors. 


low  gold  with  traces  of  wear  only  on  the  very 
highest  points.  From  the  “other”  double  eagle 
treasure  found  in  recent  times.  If  you  bought  a 
S.S.  Central  America  double  eagle,  why  not  add 
one  of  these  to  your  collection? .  5,350 

The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  sank  off  the  northern  coast  of 
California  in  1865.  Unlike  the  S.S.  Central  America,  this 
treasure  was  found  in  shallow  water  (less  than  200  feet).  The 
ship  sank  at  a  river  outlet,  flooding  the  whole  area  with  cold 
fresh  water,  thus  preserving  much  of  the  treasure  in  much 


better  condition  that  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 
Although  the  .S.S.  Brother Jonathan  treasure  was  very  small 
when  -compared  to  the  Central  America,  well  over  1 ,000 
double  eagles  were  recovered,  along  with  various  other 
smaller  coins.  More  information  may  be  found  in  Dave 
Bowers’  book,  “The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brotherjonathan." 

1869-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  for  the 
grade .  695 

1869- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example.  679 

1870- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  gold  surfaces  with 


some  lustre  evident .  635 

1870-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 635 

1873  Open  3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  cartwheel  lustre . 645 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 695 

1876- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1877- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive .  1,095 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Rare  1885-CC  Double  Eagle 
1885-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  surfaces.  2,195 

Mint  State  1890  Double  Eagle 
Bass  Collection  Pedigree 
1890  MS-62.  A  satiny  and  lustrous  olive-gold 
beauty  that  would  easily  grade  MS-63  or  finer, 
save  for  some  faint  scratches  in  the  field  behind 
Liberty’s  head.  A  lovely  example  of  this  popular 
Philadelphia  issue.  This  lovely  coin  once  resided 
in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  and  is  cur¬ 


rently  looking  for  a  new  residence!  .  2,950 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1897- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1898- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  895 


QUALITY:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference!  For 
over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in  1953,  we  have  been 
supplying  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  paper  money  to  discriminating  collectors,  dealers, 
and  museums.  If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place.  Let  us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection 
combining  excellent  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1899-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,075 

Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 
1904  MS-65  (PCGS) .  Blazing  lustre.  A  superb  coin 

that  would  grace  any  type  set . 2,650 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 835 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

Choice  Mint  State  1907-D  $20 
1907-D  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow 
gold  with  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  very  pleasing .  1 ,925 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


Extraordinary  Gem  MCMVTI  $20 
A  High  Relief  Beauty! 

MCMVTI  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  An  exemplary  example  of  what  is  arguably 
America’s  most  beautiful  coin  design.  Intense  lustre 
fairly  explodes  on  satiny  yellow  gold  surfaces,  bring¬ 
ing  the  high  relief  vision  of  Liberty  into  the  visual 
forefront  where  she  belongs.  Search  long  and  hard  for 
blemishes  of  any  sort  on  this  coin  and  your  only  re¬ 
sponse  will  be  “trivial.”  We  mean  it!  This  is  a  beauty 
and  would  make  even  the  finest  numismatic  cabinet 
shine  more  brighdy.  Don’t  delay . 31,500 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagle  is 
among  the  best  known  of  all  numismatic  tales,  and  bears  a 
brief  retelling  here. 

In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  desiring  to  im¬ 
prove  the  artistic  quality  of  circulating  American  coinage, 
commissioned  his  friend,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  to  cre¬ 
ate  new  motifs  for  every  denomination  from  the  cent  to  the 
double  eagle.  In  his  studio  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  the 
artist  prepared  sketches  and  models. 

By  the  summer  of  1907,  he  had  essentially  finished  the 
work  for  the  Indian  Head  $  10  and  the  related  $20,  the  latter 
being  modeled  after  his  statue  of  Victory  for  the  Sherman 
Victory  Monument  in  New  York  City’s  Central  Park  at  the 
southeast  comer. 

The  use  of  Roman  numerals  on  the  models  (the  first  time 
ever  for  American  federal  coinage)  added  a  pleasant  and 
unusual  touch  to  the  designs.  The  artist  died  on  August  3, 
1907,  without  having  seen  a  finished  example  of  the 
MCMVII  as  offered  here. 

Afterward,  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering,  continued  the 
work  and  completed  the  models.  A  great  contretemps 
erupted  between  President  Roosevelt  and  Chief  Engraver 
Charles  Barber  at  the  Mint.  Barber  was  angry  that  Roosevelt 
had  criticized  the  current  designs  (including  Barber’s  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  dime,  quarter,  and  halfdollar  first  minted  in  1 892) 
and  had  selected  an  outside  artist  to  prepare  coin  designs. 
Traditionally,  coin  motifs  were  the  work  of  the  Engraving 
Department  of  the  Mint  itself  (although  there  had  been 
exceptions). 

Barber  protested  that  the  High  Relief  of  the  design  was 
unacceptable  for  high-speed  coinage,  and  that  the  new 
design  was  not  feasible.  Roosevelt  engaged  in  a  little  “war” 
with  the  Mint,  calling  it  his  “pet  crime,”  and  stated  that  if 
only  one  coin  could  be  struck  per  day,  that’s  the  way  it  would 
be!  In  time,  some  1 1,250  MCMVII  pieces  were  struck,  at 
the  rate  of  several  hundred  or  more  per  day,  but  with 
difficulty  as  it  took  three  blows  of  the  coining  press  to  fully 
bring  up  the  relief  on  the  design. 

Once  this  quantity  had  been  made,  Barber  redesigned  the 
$20,  sharply  lowered  the  relief,  and  eliminated  the  Roman 
numerals.  The  modified  design  continued  to  be  produced 
through  and  including  1 933. 

Impressive  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Sharply  defined  with  full  lustre  and  out¬ 
standing  aesthetic  appeal.  An  exceptional  example 
of  higher  quality  for  the  connoisseur . 19,950 

High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU-55 

(PCGS) .  Bright  yellow  gold  with  excellent  lustre  for 
the  grade.  Very  light  rub  on  the  high  points  either 
from  carriage  as  a  pocket  piece  by  a  Washington 
worthy  or  light  circulation.  That  a  coin  of  the  mag¬ 
nificent  design  of  the  High  Relief  double  eagle  was 
released  into  circulation  rather  than  being  reserved 
merely  for  presentation  says  a  great  deal  about  the 
ideals  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Iris  favorite  sculp¬ 
tor,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens . 7,250 

DISPLAY  AND  ENJOY  YOUR  COINS!  Our  “Eagle” 
notebook  albums  with  easily  removable  clear  plastic  pages 
for  the  storage  and  enjoyable  display  of  your  certified  coins  fill 
the  bill — and  at  low  cost.  Instead  of  having  your  “slabs” 


rattle  around  in  a  box,  display  and  appreciate  them!  Also  see 
our  “Littleton”  traditional  albums  for  “raw”  coins. 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475 

Choice  1908-D  With 
Motto  Double  Eagle 
1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,550 

1908-D  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 


Rare  1909-D  Double  Eagle 
1909-D  AU-58  (NGC).  One  of  the  rarer  double 
eagles  of  this  era.  Attractive  with  brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous  surfaces .  1 ,495 

Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 
1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  gem  con¬ 
dition . 2,795 

1910-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Choice  1913-D  Double  Eagle 

1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,595 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 


Remarkable  Quality  1920  $20 
Condition  Census  Rare  So  Choice 
1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  sharp 
design  features.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  lustre.  This 
date  is  not  rare  in  lower  grades,  although  high  qual¬ 
ity  Mint  State  examples  are  elusive.  Only  one  finer 
MS-65  example  has  been  certified  by  PCGS.  2,950 

Lovely  Gem  1923-D  $20 
Superb  MS-66 

Among  the  Finest  We’ve  Seen 
1923-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superlative  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  a  popular  Denver  Mint  issue.  Smooth, 
satiny  surfaces  exhibit  strong  lustre  and  highly 
attractive  rose  iridescence.  Every  bit  a  gem!  In  fact, 
this  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen!  2,150 


1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 935 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant .  439 

1924  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

Frosty  Gem  1927  $20 
1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on  satiny  honey 
gold  surfaces .  1,995 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Light  iridescent 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  beautiful  de¬ 


sign .  695 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 

with  fight  iridescent  toning .  569 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  Attractive . 475 


COMMEMORATIVES  YOU  CAN  DISPLAY  WITH 
PRIDE:  The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference  is  quality.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  of  commemoratives, 
combining  excellent  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 
fantastic  coin  with  gorgeous  lighdy  toned  lustrous 
surfaces  highlighted  with  a  halo  of  gold  and  blue 
peripheral  toning — a  virtual  numismatic  art  dis¬ 
play!  You  could  survey  100  different  specimens 
offered  for  sale  at  the  MS-65  level  and  not  find  a 
single  piece  that  will  match  the  eye  appeal  of  this. 
A  very  special  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  examples  of  this  key  commemo¬ 
rative  that  we  have  ever  handled .  10,500 

TRADITION.  Ever  since  1953  we  have  been  doing 
what  we  do  best — carefully  buying  choice,  rare,  and  desir¬ 
able  coins,  pricing  them  to  be  good  values,  and  offering 
them  to  dedicated  numismatists.  Along  the  way  we  have 
helped  build  most  of  the  “great”  collections  formed  during 
the  late  20'l'-century,  and  many  thousands  of  smaller  hold¬ 
ings.  All  of  this  has  been  very  enjoyable  for  us.  And,  we  like 
to  think  that  it  has  been  equally  enjoyable  for  our  clients. 

Lovely  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Very  Choice,  Very  Affordable 
1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  light  champagne  surface.  Very  pleasing 
in  eveiy  respect.  A  nice  meeting  ofhigh  grade  and 
affordable  price . 3,350 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
One  of  the  scarcer  half  dollars  in  this  grade  cat¬ 
egory.  Most  Alabama  specimens  show  light  wear 

or  are  in  lower  Mint  State  levels . 2,650 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Cheaper  to¬ 
day  than  it  was  during  the  market  high  of  1989! 
Might  this  situation  translate  to  your  advantage  if 

you  need  one  for  your  collection? . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 229 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Lustrous  and  attractive.  A  lot  of  value  awaits  you 

in  the  MS-64  grade . .  1 ,050 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
with  gold  peripheral  toning . 675 
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For  all  of  your  rare  coin  needs... 

visit:  bowersandmerena.com.  Not  only  do  we  have 
a  wor\d-c\a55  staff  of  professionals  at  your 
fingertips  by  phone,  we  also  have  one  of  the  most 
frequently  visited  websites  in  cyberspace.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  coin  collectors,  dealers, 
and  other  numismatists  visit  our  online  “office” 
and  we  invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

For  a  limited  time- 

log  on  to  bowersandmerena.com  and  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  free  trial  subscription  offer,  the  best 
value  of  the  new  millennium! 
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COIN  GRADING 


jwcrs  Men-iiii  Gallcnes 


1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Satiny  champagne  surfaces .  1,150 

1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  339 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1937- S  Boone  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Paltry  dis¬ 

tribution  of  only  2,100  pieces!  Isn’t  it  incredible  that 
you  can  buy  a^em  for  just . 495 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces  with  amber  peripheral  toning .  1 ,050 

1925-S  California.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  1 19 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous .  675 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  795 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  795 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  amber  peripheral  toning . 225 

Superb  Gem  1893  Columbian 
Half  Dollar 

1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  amber  peripheral  toning .  1,675 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

surfaces .  609 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre  is  highlighted  by  light  peripheral  toning.  249 

1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  cen¬ 
ters  with  light  amber  toning  at  the  rims.  .  1 ,375 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had  already 
taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  issue  went 
toward  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to  this  day  has  not 
been  erected,  although  the  city  fathers  of  Elgin  are,  right 


now,  working  on  the  project. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1922  Grant.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,095 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Key  Rarity  Among  the  Design  Types 
1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  attractive.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  rarity  among  design 
types.  The  notes  below  are  adapted  from  Dave 
Bowers’  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  a  copy  of  which  we 
invite  you  to  order  for  your  library  (or,  if  you  are 
the  buyer  of  this  memorable  coin,  a  copy  is  yours 
gratis) .  5,750 

Notes  on  the  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 

The  year  1928  marked  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
January  18,  1778  arrival  of  British  explorer  and  navigator 
Captain  James  Cook  at  the  Hawaiian  Islands  (at  first  and  for 
a  long  time  thereafter  called  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  honor 
of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  a  patron  of  Cook’s  voyage).  Thus 
was  set  the  stage  for  the  issuance  ofwhat  would  become  the 
rarest,  most  desired  of  the  commemorative  half  dollar  types. 

Captain  James  Cook,  bom  in  England  on  October  28, 
1728,  joined  the  Royal  Navy  in  1755  and  eventually  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  18th  century’s  most  famous  navigators. 
Following  exploration  and  charting  of  Newfoundland  and 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  Cook  took  a 
group  of  scientists  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  study  the  pre¬ 
dicted  transit  of  Venus  across  the  sun.  During  this  and 
several  other  Pacific  voyages,  Cook  carefully  plotted  the 
locations  of  many  islands  and  laid  to  rest  theories  about  an 
undiscovered  large  continent.  On  his  fourth  trip  to  the 
Pacific,  Cook  “discovered”  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  January 
1778,  possibly  becoming  the  first  white  man  to  land  there, 
although  some  historians  have  suggested  that  Spanish  ex¬ 
plorer  Juan  Gaetano  had  arrived  there  over  two  centuries 
earlier  in  1555.  Cook  returned  to  Hawaii,  where  he  was 
considered  by  the  natives  to  be  the  white  god  Lona.  He 
became  involved  in  an  altercation,  the  details  of  which  are 
unknown,  and  was  killed  by  natives  on  February  14,  1779. 

In  1883  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  coins  for  the 
Hawaiian  islands  (as  it  also  did  on  a  contract  basis  for  other 
foreign  countries  and  interests  from  time  to  time).  Although 
the  Republic  of  Hawaii  in  1 893  had  expressed  interest  in 
being  annexed  to  the  United  States,  nothing  happened  until 
1898,  when  because  of  the  Spanish-American  War  the 
United  States  realized  that  a  naval  base  in  the  islands  would 
protect  its  interests  in  the  Pacific.  The  area  was  annexed  on 
August  12,  1898,  and  on  April  13,  1900  all  who  had  been 
citizens  of  Hawaii  on  August  12,  1898  became  citizens  of 
the  Territory  ofHawaii  andof the  United  States.  On  August 
21, 1959  Hawaii  joined  the  Union  as  a  state. 

In  1928  an  effort  was  made  to  create  a  coin  issue  that 
would  serve  its  intended  purpose — to  commemorate  the 
anniversary  of  Cook’s  landing — without  the  abuses  which 
had  characterized  certain  other  issues  of  the  decade.  The 
enabling  legislation,  approved  by  Congress  on  March  7, 
1928,  provided  for  the  modest  coinage  of 10,000  silver  50- 
cent  pieces.  A  distribution  commission  was  founded  with 
Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.,  a  well-known  numismatist  (and 
whose  late  father  was  also  a  collector  of  great  prominence), 
at  its  head. 

Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.’s  Commentary 

Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.  furnished  the  following  commen¬ 
tary  to  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  who  published  it  in  the 
May  1928  issue: 

“Whether  the  proposed  design  will  be  approved  or  not  by 
the  authorities  I  do  not  know.  The  Captain  Cook  Sesqui- 
Centennial  [sic;  but  spelled  as  one  word,  Sesquicentennial, 
on  the  issuer’s  letterhead]  Commission  has  set  a  price  of  $2 
apiece  on  these  souvenirs,  which  are  to  be  sold  to  the  public 
by  the  Bank  ofHawaii,  Ltd.,  Honolulu,  Territory  ofHa¬ 
waii.  No  rules  as  to  distribution  have  as  yet  been  formulated, 
but  I  believe  no  individual  will  be  given  more  than  one  coin. 
A  small  part  of  the  total  issue  of 1 0,000  pieces  will  probably 
be  set  aside  to  provide  specimens  for  those  interested  outside 
ofHawaii.  Dealers  approved  by  the  Commission  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  allowed  to  purchase  up  to  100  coins  apiece.  The 
profit  derived  from  the  sale  of  these  souvenir  coins  is  to  be 
used  in  forming  a  collection  of  Captain  Cook  memorabilia 
for  Hawaii. 

“The  proposed  designs  were  drawn  by  Miss  Juliette  May 
Fraser,  the  well-known  Honolulu  artist.  The  obverse  bears 
a  profile  bust  of  Captain  Cook  to  left  from  a  Wedgwood 
medallion  owned  by  the  writer.  Below  appears  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  HALF  DOLLAR  flanked  by  eight  small  triangles  or 
pyramids  representing  the  eight  largest  volcanic  islands  in 
Hawaii:  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Niihau,  Kauai,  Molokai,  Lanai, 
Kahoolawe,  and  Maui.  The  reverse  shows  a  Hawaiian  war¬ 
rior  chief  in  full  regalia  gaining  the  summit  of  a  hill.  This 
represents  Hawaii  rising  from  obscurity.  The  chiefholds  out 
his  right  hand  in  welcome.  Behind  him  is  a  coconut  tree, 
denoting  romance.  In  the  distance  is  a  Hawaiian  village  of 
grass  huts  nestled  along  Waikiki  Beach  at  the  foot  of  Dia¬ 
mond  Hill,  denoting  history  and  antiquity. 


“The  celebration  in  commemoration  of  the  1 50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  discovery  ofHawaii  by  Captain  James  Cook 
will  be  held  in  Hawaii  about  the  middle  of  August  1928. 
This  is  the  only  commemorative  coin  so  far  issued  for  the 
possessions  of  the  United  States  and  should  prove  a  popular 
one  with  collectors.  The  total  authorized  issue  is  only 
10,000,  all  of  which  will  perhaps  be  readily  disposed  of, 
notwithstanding  the  price  is  fixed  at  $2. 

“The  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  by  Hawaii’s  del¬ 
egate,  Hon.  V.S.K.  Houston.  About  400  coins  are  to  be 
reserved  by  the  commission  for  presentation  to  distin¬ 
guished  guests  and  visitors  at  the  celebration,  to  include  the 
officers  of  British  and  American  warships  assigned  to  the 
function.  If  the  Prince  ofWales  accepts  the  invitation  to  be 
present,  he  will  be  presented  with  one  of  the  ‘Proof  coins,’ 
about  50  of which  are  to  be  minted.  The  celebration  will  be 
an  outstanding  function  in  Hawaii  this  year _ ” 

Sketches  made  by  Miss  Juliette  May  Fraser  were  sent  to 
Chester  Beach,  who  prepared  the  models,  utilizing  Miss 
Fraser’s  art  and  some  suggestions  for  modifications  made  by 
the  Mint  and  Congressman  Victor  S.K.  Houston,  after 
which  dies  were  made.  Beach  by  1928  had  been  associated 
with  several  other  commemorative  issues.  In  keeping  with 
practice  at  the  time,  manufacture  of  the  dies  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York  City. 

A  Quick  Sellout 

In  June  1928,  10,008  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half 
dollars  were  struck  at  Philadelphia,  the  extra  eight  being 
reserved  for  assay.  Of  the  production  figure  50  were  Sand¬ 
blast  Proofs,  made  by  a  special  process  which  imparted  a 
dull,  grainy  finish  to  the  pieces,  similar  to  that  used  on 
certain  Mint  medals  of  the  era  as  well  as  on  gold  Proof  coins 
circa  1908-1915.  Collectors  considered  the  surface  style  to 
be  quite  unsatisfactory,  but  those  at  the  Mint  believed  it  to 
be  artistic. 

Distribution  began  through  the  Bank  ofHawaii,  Ltd.  in 
Honolulu  on  October  8,  1928.  Sales  were  brisk,  and  soon 
the  supply  was  gone,  just  as  Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.  had 
predicted.  It  was  intended  that  about  half  the  pieces  be 
reserved  for  residents  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  the  other 
half  be  distributed  on  the  mainland,  but  in  practice  it  is 
believed  that  most  were  distributed  on  the  islands.  Almost 
immediately  pieces  traded  at  a  premium  over  the  $2  issue 
price,  despite  the  fact  that  the  original  price  charged  was  the 
highest  of  any  commemorative  half  dollar  up  to  that  time. 

A  quantity  of  these,  variously  estimated  as  being  from  500 
to  1 ,500  pieces,  was  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  investors 
and  kept  off  the  market.  A  hoard  of  137  Hawaiian  half 
dollars  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  at  auction  to 
the  order  of  the  Bank  ofHawaii,  Ltd.  on  January  23,  1986 
represented  specimens  that  had  been  set  aside  for  the  bank’s 
employees.  In  1928  the  bank’s  president  put  one  Hawaiian 
coin  out  with  a  card  for  the  employees  to  sign  if  they  wanted 
to  purchase  a  coin  for  approximately  $1  to  $1.50.  The 
displayed  coin  was  stolen  by  an  employee.  The  bank  presi¬ 
dent  was  angry  about  this  and  locked  up  the  remaining 
pieces,  and  they  remained  untouched  in  a  vault  for  over  a 
half  century  thereafter. 

No  controversy  was  associated  with  the  authorization, 
the  reason  for  creation,  or  the  distribution  of  the  1928 
Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars,  and  the  entire  affair 
was  a  model  of  excellence.  Many  collectors  wished  that 
more  had  been  struck,  a  radical  departure  from  the  oversup¬ 
ply  of  other  issues  of  the  decade,  but  perhaps  this  was 
balanced  by  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  them  at  the  $2  issue  price  and  saw  them  rise 
steadily  in  value. 

Collecting  Hawaiian  Half  Dollars 

By  all  standards  the  1 928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half 
dollar  is  the  most  important  single  silver  commemorative 
type  from  the  standpoint  of  scarcity  of  available  specimens. 
Examples  are  elusive  in  all  grades  and  are  highly  prized.  Most 
Hawaiian  commemoratives  were  produced  with  a  some¬ 
what  satiny  surface,  rather  than  deep  frosty  lustre.  Today  the 
majority  of examples  are  in  the  range  of  AU-50  to  MS-60  or 
slightly  finer.  As  noted,  most  of  the  half  dollars  were  distrib¬ 
uted  to  citizens  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  other  members 
of  the  public  rather  than  to  numismatists.  Relatively  few 
coins  were  preserved  with  care.  Pieces  in  higher  Mint  State 
levels  of  MS-63  or  above  are  especially  difficult  to  find. 

Most  examples  show  contact  or  friction  on  the  higher 
areas  of  Captain  Cook’s  portrait  on  the  obverse  and  on  the 
legs  of  the  Hawaiian  chieftain  on  the  reverse.  Some  coins 
have  a  somewhat  satiny  surface,  whereas  others  are  lustrous 
and  frosty.  Beware  of  coins  which  have  been  repeatedly 
dipped  or  cleaned.  Problem-free  examples  are  even  rarer 
than  the  low  mintage  indicates. 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  1,395 

1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  750 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).Brilliant. .  675 
1918  Lincoln.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  re¬ 
verse,  rather  complex  and  somewhat  “Victorian” 
in  its  design,  is  to  us  engraver  John  R.  Sinnock’s 
finest  effort  on  a  legal  tender  coin . 499 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  450 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 450 

Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 


frosty.  Really  a  nice  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is 
difficult  to  obtain  so  choice  (although  it  is  very 
plentiful  in  much  lower  grades) .  2,250 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  fight  golden  toning .  585 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  lovely  album  toning  on  the  reverse.  ...  479 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  395 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  165 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  135 

Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 
Lovely  MS-65 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  tinges  of  fight  gold.  A  very  attractive 
specimen,  which  incidentally  has  a  repunched 
mintmark  far  north  (Breen-7432).  Difficult  to 
find  so  choice .  2,950 

Choice  and  Attractive  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  50£ 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very  choice 
specimen  of  this  highly  important  issue  ...  1 ,425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Soft 
mottled  tones  of  orange  and  silver-blue . 395 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Struck  to 

observe  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  .w. . . .  550 

SUBSCRIBE  TODAY!  Don’t  miss  a  single  Rare  Coin 
Review  or  the  Coin  Collector.  Send  us  your  new  subscription 
or  renew  today!!!  And,  do  you  know  that  it  costs  us  about 
TWICE  the  price  you  pay  to  produce  and  deliver  these 
issues  to  you!  It  is  true.  For  this  reason,  subscriptions  are 
solicited  only  from  active  buyers,  as  each  has  to  pay  its  way. 

Remarkable  1921  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Truly 
remarkable  quality  for  this  popular  and  somewhat 
scarce  issue  which,  curiously,  seems  to  celebrate 
the  301st  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pil¬ 
grims  in  Plymouth.  Of  course,  the  Norsemen 
landed  and  explored  the  area  hundreds  of  years 
earlier,  but  their  accomplishments  never  attracted 
much  publicity  (except  among  scholars  at  Yale 


and  elsewhere) . 2,150 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
centers  with  golden  peripheral  toning . 525 


1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  995 

The  bizarre  looking  collar  Ralegh  (as  he  himself  most 
frequently  spelled  his  name)  sports  on  this  commemorative 
is  called  a  ruff,  a  word  whose  etymology  is  thought  to 
descend  from  the  word  ruffle.  They  were  principally  sewn  of 
lace  or  muslin  and  worn  heavily  starched  throughout  the 
16th  and  17th  centuries.  William  the  Silent  also  wears  one 
on  the  1924  Huguenot-Walloon  half  dollar. 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem 
with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  289 
1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (NGC).  Slightly  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  115 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous 
light  golden  surfaces.  An  extraordinary  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  issue.  Just  10,000  were  dis¬ 
tributed . . .  1,295 

These  lovely  and  now-rare  commemoratives  were  osten¬ 
sibly  issued  to  benefit  the  El  Paso  Museum,  but  in  reality 
they  were  a  pet  project  ofL.  W.  Hoffecker,  a  man  of  amazing 
ability  who  could  say  one  thing  with  a  straight  face,  even  to 
a  congressional  committee,  and  then  privately  do  just  the 
opposite.  He  was  also  very  generous,  and  when  the  coins 
were  minted  he  donated  two  (2 — count  them — 2)  pieces  to 
the  El  Paso  Museum.  For  good  measure,  later  he  served  as 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  (of 
which  your  editor  was  also  a  later  president — collectively  a 
group  of  men  and  women  who  over  the  years  have  had  a  few 
saints  and  a  few  scoundrels,  with  lots  of  hard-working 
individuals  constituting  the  median). 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative  types 
of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954 .  1,275 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in  great 
demand .  1,145 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  amber  peripheral  toning . 245 


1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Excep¬ 
tionally  fine  grade  for  this  issue,  easily  obtainable 

in  lower  ranges .  595 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  245 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces .  279 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 695 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces .  650 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. 
One  of  the  Scarcer  commemorative  half  dollars  of 
this  era.  The  whole  batch  of  minted  pieces  was 
sent  by  air  from  San  Francisco  north  to  the  dis¬ 
tribution  site — in  an  era  in  which  air  travel  was 
such  a  novelty  that  the  flight  was  described  in 
detail  in  the  press  (details  gratis  to  the  buyer  of  this 
coin;  just  ask  Gordon  or  Mark  to  have  QDB  send 

you  a  letter) .  675 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  centers  with  gold  peripheral  toning . 75 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  595 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  475 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  325 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 285 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  425 
1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ....  295 
1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  fight 

amber  peripheral  toning . 295 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  fight 
champagne  surfaces .  695 


COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
With  Star 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned  in  shades  of 
orange.  A  treat  to  the  eye,  a  lovely  specimen  of 
this  popular  gold  dollar . 3,995 

Choice  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
With  Star 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  this  highly  desired  commemorative  gold  dol¬ 
lar . 3,395 

No  Star  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Brilliant  and  Lustrous  Gem! 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  3,995 

Desirable  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 
The  Ultimate  Rarity  Gem  Mint  State 
1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  highlighted  by  bright 
surfaces.  This  is  fir  and  away  the  rarest  of  the  com¬ 
memorative  gold  dollars  in  Mint  State.  Only  oc¬ 
casionally  do  we  have  one  for  sale,  and  regarding 
gems,  the  occasions  are  even  less  frequent.  A  fan¬ 
tastic  find  for  the  specialist .  21,450 

Notes  on  1904-1905 
Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollars 

Coins  for  an  Exposition 

On  April  13,  1904,  a  congressional  act  provided  the 
following:  “The  secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Centennial  and  American 
Pacific  Exposition  and  Oriental  Fair  Company  [a  name 
setting  a  record  in  length  among  coin  issuers  up  to  that 
time],  cause  to  be  coined  at  the  mints  of  the  United  States 
not  to  exceed  250,000  gold  dollars,  of  legal  weight  and 
fineness,  to  be  known  as  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 
gold  dollar,  struck  in  commemoration  of  said  exposition.” 
Farran  Zerbe,  the  entrepreneur  who  facilitated  the  issu- 


ance  of  the  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dol¬ 
lars,  was  the  moving  force  behind  this  legislation  as  well, 
although  his  name  did  not  officially  appear  in  connection 
with  it.  The  authorized  quantity  of  a  quarter  million  pieces 
was  identical  to  that  approved  earlier  for  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  and  reflected  Zerbe’s  hopes  and  aspi¬ 
rations  for  widespread  sales. 

The  1804-1806  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  government  Captain 
Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  sought  to  explore  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Missouri  River  to  report  on  the  land 
acquired  in  1803  by  the  Louisiana  Purchase.  Lewis,  a  young 
man,  grew  up  in  Virginia  and  participated  in  several  cam¬ 
paigns  against  the  Indians  in  districts  to  the  west.  Lewis  was 
known  to  Jefferson,  who  appointed  him  as  his  personal 
secretary  when  he  became  president,  even  though  Lewis 
had  difficulty  spelling  even  simple  words.  It  is  believed  that 
Jefferson  hired  him  with  the  intention  of  using  him  in 
Western  exploration.  Later  Lewis  was  allowed  to  form  his 
own  party  to  explore  the  northwestern  area  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase.  He  selected  William  Clark,  youngest  brother  of 
George  Rogers  Clark,  to  accompany  him  as  a  leader. 

Departing  from  River  Dubois,  near  St.  Louis,  on  May  1 4, 
1804,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  party  of  several  dozen  men 
carried  goods  (including  peace  medals,  among  which  were 
a  number  of  the  “Seasons  Medals”  struck  for  the  second 
administration  ofWashington)  for  trade  and  presentation  to 
Indians.  Supplies  and  provisions  were  carried  in  three  large 
canoes  and  on  packhorses.  By  winter  the  group  reached  the 
district  of  the  Mandan  Indians  (where  Bismarck,  North 
Dakota  would  be  situated  later)  and  remained  there  until  the 
spring  thaw.  Departing  from  the  Mandans  on  April  7, 1805, 
the  expedition  continued  westward,  crossed  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  followed  the  Columbia  River  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  reaching  there  in  November,  laying  the  foundation 
for  the  United  States  later  to  claim  the  territory  comprising 
Oregon. 

Sacagawea,  a  Shoshone  Indian  whose  representation  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  modem  (2001)  “golden”  dollar,  assisted  Lewis 
and  Clark  as  an  interpreter  and  made  part  ofthejoumey  with 
them.  The  explorers  wintered  in  the  Columbia  River  area. 
On  March  23, 1 806,  they  began  their  return  trip,  arriving  in 
St.  Louis  on  September  23rd,  having  traversed  approxi¬ 
mately  8 ,500  miles.  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William 
Clark  were  honored  by  Congress  and  given  government 
offices  in  the  West  and  tracts  of  land. 

The  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 

Held  in  1905  in  Portland,  Oregon,  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  followed  on  the  heels  of  the  1904  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  and  as  a  result  did  not  draw  much 
national  attention,  particularly  as  both  expositions  empha¬ 
sized  the  same  historical  exploration.  The  event,  held  on  a 
406-acre  site,  attracted  an  estimated  2,500,000  visitors  from 
opening  day  onjune  1, 1905,  until  closing  on  October  14th. 
Unlike  the  St.  Louis  fair  of  the  preceding  year,  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Exposition  was  not  designated  by  Congress  as  an 
international  event,  and  no  official  government  invitations 
were  extended  to  foreign  nations  to  exhibit.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  this,  16  countries  accepted  offers  from  the  Exposition 
itself. 

Seven  large  buildings,  many  smaller  ones,  and  the  usual 
concessions  and  midway  attractions  entertained  visitors. 
Exposition  exhibits  emphasized  natural  resources  including 
fishing,  mining,  and  forestry,  but  arts  and  manufacture  were 
not  neglected.  The  Forestry  Building,  measuring  over  200 
feet  in  length  and  constructed  of  native  Oregon  fir  including 
some  logs  of  six  or  more  feet  in  diameter,  was  a  focal  point 
of  interest.  After  the  Exposition  closed,  the  structure  was 
maintained  as  a  museum  of  the  lumber  industry.  In  the 
annals  of  fairs  in  the  United  States,  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  is  not  one  of  the  more  memorable. 
Numismatically,  however,  it  is  very  important. 

Design,  Production,  and  Distribution  of  the  Coins 

Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint,  was  named 
to  prepare  designs  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark  commemorative 
gold  dollars,  creating  motifs  which  consisted  of a  portrait  on 
the  obverse  ofCaptain  Meriwether  Lewis  and  on  the  reverse 
his  explorer  companion,  William  Clark,  both  apparently 
taken  from  portraits  in  oil  done  years  earlier  by  Charles 
Willson  Peale  (later  on  view  in  Independence  Hall,  Phila¬ 
delphia). 

Art  historian  Cornelius  Vermeule  was  no  admirer  of 
Barber’s  work  (or  George  T.  Morgan’s  either),  as  noted  in 
this  1971  commentary  in  his  Numismatic  Art  in  America: 
“The  lack  of  spark  in  these  coins,  as  in  so  many  designs  by 
Barber  or  Morgan,  stems  from  the  fact  that  the  faces,  hair, 
and  drapery  are  flat  and  the  lettering  is  small,  crowded,  and 
even.” 

David  M.  Bullowa  in  The  Commemorative  Coinage  of  the 
United  States  told  the  story  of  production:  “Although  the 
Mint  records  state  that  60,069  pieces  were  struck,  25,028 
dated  1904  and  35,041  dated  1905,  these  figures  do  not  tell 
the  true  story.  Of  the  25,028  struck  in  September  1904  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  10,025  were  sold,  and  15,003  were 
melted  down  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  The  fair  manage¬ 
ment  ordered  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  10,000  pieces 
dated  1905.  This  mint,  prior  to  its  summer  closing,  struck 
an  additional  25,000  during  March  and  June,  to  meet 
possible  oilers;  and  as  none  of  these  were  needed  subse¬ 
quently,  the  entire  25,000  were  melted.  In  other  words, 
about  10,000  of  each  date  were  distributed,  and  40,000  of 
the  60,000  pieces  struck  were  returned  to  the  melting  pot.” 

As  the  preceding  commentary  indicates,  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  coins  were  not  popular.  In  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity  commemorative  gold  dollars  were  an  anathema,  and 
collectors  who  had  recently  paid  $3  each  for  1903-dated 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars  and  who  now 
found  they  were  worth  $2  each  or  less  and  virtually  unsalable  ( 
even  at  that  low  price,  were  not  interested  in  buying  more 
coins  of  the  same  denomination,  even  though  the  issue  was 
of  a  different  design.  Apparendy,  Lewis  and  Clark  gold 
dollars  dated  1905,  released  a  year  later,  were  even  less 
popular. 

Very  little  information  concerning  the  1904  and  1905 
Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars  appeared  in  the  numismatic 
press,  and  it  can  be  supposed  that  the  editor  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  Dr.  George  F.  Heath,  who  had  condemned  the  folly 
of  the  earlier  1903-dated  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
gold  dollars,  simply  elected  not  to  print  any  publicity  notices 
that  Zerbe  may  have  sent  in.  In  any  event  there  was  very  little 
said  about  the  1 904-1905  Lewis  and  Clark  coins  in  contem¬ 
porary  publications.  However,  the  July  1904  issue  of  the 
American Journal  of  Numismatics  noted  that  the  first  25,000  of 
the  new  souvenir  dollars  had  been  received  by  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Pordand,  Oregon  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  “They  will  be  sold  for  $2  each,  and  to  the  purchaser 
of  five  an  additional  one  will  be  presented,”  the  account 
related. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  took  place  in  Portland, 
Oregon  in  1 905,  so  the  idea  of  producing  pieces  dated  1 904 
is  subject  to  question.  In  any  event,  Zerbe,  who  did  not  have 
a  permanent  address  and  who  at  the  time  was  constantly 
travelling  around  the  United  States,  utilized  the  firm  of 
D.M.  Averill  &  Company,  331  Morrison  Street,  Portland, 
to  handle  orders  by  mail,  whereas  Zerbe  himself  sought  to 
sell  quantities  to  dealers  by  mail  and  at  the  fair  in  1 905  to  the 
general  public.  Other  coins  were  sold  locally  through  banks 
and  other  outlets.  In  early  1905  Averill  offered  1904-dated 
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dollars  by  mail  at  $2.50  each  and  1905  pieces  for  $2  each, 
falsely  noting  concerning  the  1 904  coins:  “These  are  nearly 
exhausted.”  Copying  the  strategy  used  in  an  attempt  to  spur 
sales  of  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars  at  the  St. 
Louis  World’s  Fair,  Zerbe  also  offered  brooches,  stickpins, 
and  even  silver  spoons  in  which  the  Lewis  and  Clark  gold 
dollars  were  mounted. 

Relatively  little  else  is  known  concerning  the  distribution 
of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars,  and  although  approxi¬ 
mately  10,000  of  each  1904  and  1905  were  saved  from  the 
melting  pot,  today  the  coins  are  much  rarer  than  these 
figures  indicate.  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  gold  dollars  are 
at  least  several  times  rarer  than  the  1903-dated  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  issues.  The  present  writer  supposes 
that  relatively  few  were  sold  to  numismatists  or  moved  in 
bulk  to  dealers  such  as  B.  Max  Mehl.  Instead,  judging  from 
the  condition  of  most  examples  known  today,  the  majority 
must  have  gone  to  the  general  public — if  not  at  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Exposition  itself,  then  additionally  at  later  fairs 
and  expositions  in  which  Zerbe  maintained  concessions. 

Collecting  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  Gold  Dollars 

Most  extant  examples  of 1904  and  1905  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  gold  dollars  show  evidence  of  handling.  Typical 
grades  range  from  AU-50  to  AU-58  with  an  occasional  coin 
grading  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-63  range.  MS-64  coins  are 
difficult  to  find,  and  MS-65  pieces  are  rare.  It  is  usual  for 
Mint  State  coins  to  have  areas  of  prooflike  finish. 

The  1905-dated  issue  is  at  least  20%  scarcer  than  the 
1904.  It  may  have  been  the  case  that  quantities  of 1 905  coins 
in  the  possession  of  Zerbe  were  never  officially  returned  for 
melting  but  were  simply  cashed  in  at  face  value  or  melted  in 
1 933.  In  any  event,  among  all  commemorative  gold  coins  of 
this  denomination,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  issues  of  1 904  and 
1905  are  singularly  distinctive  for  their  rarity  in  higher 
grades.  They  are  far  rarer  than  any  other  commemorative 
gold  dollar  varieties. 

Lustrous  1903  Louisiana  Purchase 
Gold  $1  Jefferson  Portrait 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cartwheel 
lustre  with  some  deep  golden  highlights.  A  gem 
specimen  of  this  very  popular  issue.  The  distribu¬ 
tor  was  Farran  Zerbe,  peripatetic  numismatist 
whose  name  was  later  attached  to  the  Farran 
Zerbe  Award,  the  highest  honor  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  .  3,275 

Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 
McKinley  portrait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 
ing  lustre  with  brilliant  surfaces.  A  marvelous 
specimen! .  3,575 

Pleasing  1916  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  with  orange-gold  surfaces . 3,275 

Gem  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  Only  5000  pieces  minted. 
The  rarer  of  the  two  McKinley  dates  by far!  A find 
for  the  connoisseur .  4,250 

Lovely  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Gold  $1 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  3,275 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 
Condition  Census  Superb  Gem! 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-67 

(PCGS).  Orange-gold  surfaces  enhanced  by  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  graded 
by  either  PCGS  or  NGC .  19,950 

Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 
Brilliant  and  Beautiful 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  wonderful 
strike.  Only  6,749  pieces  minted .  7,485 

MS-65  Sesquicentennial  $2.50 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces .  4,675 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  1,029 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

INTERESTING 

MEMORABILIA 

Lafayette  Letter 

1825  Letter  by  Lafayette.  Complete  letter  in  the 
hand  of  the  Marquis  de  LaFayette,  written  dur¬ 
ing  his  visit  to  America.  A  one-page  letter,  writ¬ 
ten  on  one  side  (thus  ideal  for  framing!),  in 
English,  dateline  York  (Pennsylvania),  January  29, 
1825,  and  with  the  following  text.  “Here  I  am 
with  two  gentlemen  of  the  Baltimorian  Commit¬ 
tee,  Mr.  Morris  (?)  and  Mr.  Woodyear,  my  son 
and  M.  Le  Valleur  on  our  way  to  Harrisburg.  I  left 
Richmond  for  Norfolk  Wednesday  and  being 
yesterday  in  Baltimore,  thought  I  had  better  come 
directly  to  you  before  I  return  to  Washington 
where  I  must  be  next  Friday.  Tomorrow  Sunday 
we  will  proceed  to  Harrisburg  and  get  ourselves 
there  as  privately  as  we  can,  on  account  of  the  day, 
but  not  so  privately  as  to  preclude  the  pleasure  to 
go  and  take  the  governor  by  the  hand  as  soon  as 
we  arrive.  My  plan  is  to  stay  with  you  and  the 
members  of  the  assembly  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
and  return  Wednesday  morning  to  York,  to  see 
it  in  day  time  after  absence  of  48  years,  then  to 
proceed  on  the  road  to  Baltimore  so  as  to  go  there 
early  to  dine  on  Thursday.  I  take  the  liberty,  my 
dear  sir,  with  a  confidence  inspired  by  your 
former  kindnesses  to  tell  you  my  contemplation’s 
in  this  private  way,  and  I  anticipate  the  very  great 


pleasure  to  express  to  you  in  person  the  attach¬ 
ment  and  respect  of  your  sincere  friend 
Lafayette.”  At  that  time  Lafayette,  French  hero  of 
the  American  Revolution,  was  well  into  his 
American  tour.  Congress  had  designated  him  as 
The  Nation’s  Guest.  A  beautiful  standalone  item 
or  else  a  nice  association  item  for  display  contain¬ 
ing,  for  example,  a  1900  Lafayette  commemora¬ 
tive  dollar.  One  might  imagine  that  it  could  also 
be  a  great  display  item  in  a  mu  seum  in  either  York 

or  Baltimore .  2,325 

Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspon¬ 
dence  from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the 
sculptor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar  and  other 
items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  correspondence  from  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  relating  to  the 
commemorative  half  dollar,  its  design,  the  mod¬ 
els,  and  so  on.  Absolutely  unique,  absolutely  ir¬ 
replaceable .  2,400 

Collection  of  numismatic  items  pertaining  to 
famous  sculptor  Elizabeth  Jones.  Collection  of 
Ms.  Elizabethjones,  appointed  by  President  Reagan 
in  1981  as  the  1 1th  ChiefSculptor  and  Engraver  of 
the  United  States  Mint.  Ms.  Jones  was  also  the  first 
woman  to  have  been  appointed  to  this  position.  Her 
artistic  ability  has  been  equaled  by  few  others  in 
America.  At  one  time  Coin  World  called  her  a  mod¬ 
em-day  equivalent  of  the  legendary  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  1.  REAGAN,  RONALD.  Four  Signed 
photos,  color,  8  x  10”  and  10  X  8”,  Washington, 
November  9,  1981,  April  30,  1982,  February  2, 
1983  and  December  22,  1988.  Each  photograph 
features  President  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones. 
The  photos  were  all  taken  at  The  White  House, 
during  Ms.  Jones’  term.  Signed  by  Ronald  Reagan. 
Official  White  House  Photographs,  a.  Elizabeth 
Jones  shaking  hands  with  President  Reagan  at  White 
House  reception,  November  9, 1981.  b.  President 
Reagan,  Donna  Pope  and  Elizabethjones  in  Oval 
Office,  April  30, 1982.  c.  President  Reagan,  Trea¬ 
surer  Donald  Regan,  Donna  Pope  and  Elizabeth 
Jones  in  Oval  Office,  February  3, 1983.  d.  President 
Reagan  shaking  hands  with  Elizabethjones  in  the 
Oval  Office,  December  22, 1988.  Style  of  signatures 
varies  over  the  years.  2.  Five  First  Strike  Press  Kits 
as  follows:  a.  Three  Statue  of  Liberty  First  Strike 
Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  October  18, 1985,  including  the 
signatures  of  James  Baker  III,  Hawley  Oakes, 
Katherine  D.  Ortega  and  others,  on  one  of  the  pro¬ 
grams:  decorative  invitation.  October  19, 1986,  U. 
S.  Assay  Office,  San  Francisco,  CA  for  the  First 
Strike  ceremony  for  the  U.  S.  silver  bullion  coin.  b. 
Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  Gold  American  eagle 
gold  bullion  coin,  September  8,  1986,  included: 
Elizabeth  jones  Ceremony  name  tag  ribbon,  c.  Press 
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Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the  1988  U.  S.  Olympic 

Gold  Coin.  A  most  interesting  and  informative  col¬ 
lection.  Very  Fine  condition  overall . 1,495 

Hoffecker’s  Personal  Medal 
Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  /  L.W. 
HOFFECKER  / 1941 .  Medals  such  as  this,  struck 
in  “coin  gold”  (.900  fine),  were  made  to  give  to  the 
current  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  Hoffecker,  who  served  the  term  from 
1939  to  1941,  was  earlier  a  major  promoter  and 
distributor  of  various  commemorative  coinage  is¬ 
sues,  notably  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936 
Elgin  issues.  Unique,  of  course — with  Hoffecker 
inscription.  A  centerpiece  for  any  commemorative 
exhibit  showcasing  “stories.”  .  1,500 

PRIVATE  AND 
TERRITORIAL  COINS 


1851  Augustus  Humbert  Octagonal  $50 
880  THOUS.  Variety 
Lettered  Edge 

The  Classic  California  Gold  “Slug” 
1851  Augustus  Humbert  octagonal  $50  gold, 
San  Francisco.  880  THOUS.  Lettered  edge. 
AU-58.  Accompanied  by  PCGS  ticket  for  AU- 
58,  but  removed  from  holder  for  photography.  A 
piece  of  hand-selected  quality  (by  QDB)  with 
original  lustre,  excellent  impressions  of  stamps 
and  devices,  and  in  all  other  ways  a  very  special 

example!  .  29,850 

Minting  an  1851  $50 

The  large  and  impressive  lettered  edge  $50  coins  made  in 
February  1851  were  created  by  a  very  complicated  process 
involving  the  following  separate  steps  once  the  planchet  was 
produced: 

Step  1 .  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped  from 
a  pair  of  dies.  These  dies  had  been  made  in  New  York  City 
by  Humbert  and  brought  with  him  to  California.  The 
obverse  features  an  eagle  holding  a  shield,  perched  on  a  rock, 
with  a  thin  ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY  in  its  beak.  Above 
is  a  blank  ribbon  suitable  for  inscription.  The  dies  of  this 
style  were  the  work  of  Charles  Cushing  Wright.  Inscrip¬ 
tions  on  these  patterns  as  well  as  the  first  octagonal  ingots 
produced  for  circulation  have  simply  the  letters  D  C  DWT. 
GRS.  It  was  intended  that  the  value  in  dollars  and  cents  and 
the  weight  in  pennyweights  and  grains  could  simply  be 
stamped  in  the  place  provided.  In  this  way  ingots  of  $50, 
$100,  $200,  or  any  other  desired  denomination  could  be 
produced,  differing  from  each  other  only  by  size,  weight, 
and  fineness,  but  incorporating  the  same  stamp.  •  The 
reverse  is  of  a  geometric  “engine  turned”  design  similar  to 
that  used  on  a  watch  case,  and  reflects  Augustus  Humbert’s 
skill  as  a  maker  of  such  cases — one  of  the  occupations  he  had 
followed  in  New  York  City. 

Steps  2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse 
with  three  separate  numeral  punches.  Finenesses  known  to 
have  been  thus  applied  include  880  (usually  seen)  and  887. 

Step  5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse, 
from  a  single  punch.  This  punch  was  also  used  to  stamp  50 


The  Latest  Treasure  News 
Idaho  Style 


Thank  you  to  Barbara  Brandt  for  sending 
this  item  by  Christopher  J.  Ehlers  from  The 
Wood  River  Journal,  published  in  Ketchum, 
Idaho: 

Gold  Coins  Case  Goes  to  Idaho 
Court  of  Appeals 

Greg  Corliss  hopes  the  Idaho  Court  of 
Appeals  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold. 

After  a  five  year  battle  with  Rolling  Stone 
magazine  publisher  Jann  Wenner  over  nearly 
100  gold  coins  found  on  Wenner’s 
Broadford  Road  property,  and  a  district 
court  setback,  Corliss,  a  Bellevue  resident, 
will  have  his  case  heard  by  the  appeals  court 
at  9  a.m.,  T uesday,  August  14.  The  case  will 
be  heard  at  the  supreme  court  building  in 
Boise. 

“This  is  good  stuff,”  Corliss  said  Tues¬ 
day  morning,  recounting  his  efforts  to  get 
back  what  he  feels  is  his  found  buried  trea¬ 
sure.  I’m  excited  for  the  14th  to  come.” 

The  saga  began  in  November,  1996, 
when  Corliss,  working  with  Larry  Ander¬ 
son  of  Anderson  Asphalt  Paving,  uncovered 
96  coins  dating  from  1857  to  1914  in  a 
broken  glass  jar.  The  two  were  working  on 
a  driveway  for  Wenner. 

Corliss  and  Anderson  made  a  pact  to 
keep  the  discovery  of  the  coins  a  secret. 
When  that  dissolved,  Anderson  turned  the 
coins  over  to  Wenner,  who  apparently  took 
them  to  his  home  in  New  York  City.  A 
lawsuit  filed  by  Corliss  followed. 

In  January  1999,  District  Court  Judge 
James  May  sided  with  Wenner,  stating  that 
“the  unique  facts  of  this  case  established 
that  the  gold  coins  belong  to  the  owner  of 
the  real  property.” 

In  his  opinion,  May  felt  that  the  coins  fell 
under  the  “mislaid”  category,  ruling  out 
other  possible  classifications  of  lost,  aban¬ 


doned  and  treasure  trove. 

And  as  Corliss  and  Anderson  were  em¬ 
ployees  of  Wenner,  in  May’s  opinion,  they 
had  no  legal  ownership  claim. 

“I  believe  Judge  May  was  misinformed, 
mislead  and  he  misruled  and  it’s  not  mis¬ 
laid,”  Corliss  said,  adding  that  96  coins 
buried  in  the  ground  is  buried  treasure. 

For  his  past,  Corliss  dismisses  May’s 
ruling  as  simply  an  attempt  to  change  the 
law. 

“Idaho  is  a  common  law  state.”  Corliss 
said,  noting  that  as  a  common  law  state,  he 
or  she  who  finds  buried  treasure  gets  to 
keep  it. 

Looking  forward  to  having  an  opinion 
rendered  by  a  higher  court,  Corliss  finds  it 
ironic  that  the  gold  coins  were  found  in  the 
Magic  Circle  and  the  case  is  being  heard  in 
Boise,  the  heart  of  the  Treasure  Valley. 

Corliss  puts  the  value  of  the  disputed 
coins  at  $509,000  to  $1  million  or  more. 
Wenner  has  said  the  coins  might  be  worth 
$25,000. 

“I  think  buried  treasure  is  a  good  thing,” 
Corliss  said,  almost  as  if  selling  the  idea  as  a 
tourist  attraction.  “There’s  probably  more 
here  in  Idaho.” 

Or  better  yet,  in  Nevada.  Rumor  has  it, 
according  to  Corliss,  that  the  coins  are 
currently  on  displace  in  a  Las  Vegas  casino. 

$25,000  or  $1,000,000— quite  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  estimates,  it  would  seem!  We  here¬ 
with  volunteer  to  do  an  appraisal  if  a  quali¬ 
fied  list  of  varieties  and  grades  can  be  fur¬ 
nished. 

Ever  since  our  American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards  book  was  first  published  we’ve 
been  adding  new  treasure  stories  to  our 
file.  Who  knows,  perhaps  a  sequel  might  be 
in  the  offing! 
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on  the  reverse  of  some  issues. 

Steps  6-13.  In  eight  Separate  operations  each  ofthe  eigfrt 
edge  feces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch,  the  eight 
punches  reading  incuse:  AUGUSTUS  /  HUMBERT  / 
UNITED  /  STATES  /  ASSAYER  /  OF  GOLD  /  CALI¬ 
FORNIA  /  1851.  There  was  no  particular  standard  starting 
or  stopping  place  for  the  inscriptions,  and  the  position  of  a 
given  part  of  the  inscription  varies  with  relation  to  its 
position  to  design  elements.  Most  have  inverted  inscrip¬ 
tions  in  relation  to  the  obverse.  •  If  there  was  a  favorite 
starting  and  stopping  place  it  was  with  1851  in  the  6  o’clock 
position  (as  viewed  from  the  obverse),  ASSAYER  to  the  left 
in  the  7:30  position,  etc.,  continuing  the  inscription  clock¬ 
wise.  More  pieces  have  been  seen  with  this  arrangement 
than  with  any  other — but,  as  noted,  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  rule  in  this  regard. 

Thus,  it  took  at  least  13  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50 
pieces. 

Important  1850  Dubosq  &  Co.  $10 
1850  Dubosq.  $10.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Light  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  Although  both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  light  pitting  and  hairlines,  and  have  been 
tooled,  the  fact  remains  that  this  is  one  ofthe  most 
important,  most  desirable  territorial  gold  coins 
available.  Of  course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed  as  always.  The  issues  of  Dubosq  and  Com¬ 
pany  were  apparently  of  better  quality  than  most 
of  their  competitors.  Assays  of  various  gold  coins 
prepared  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  by  Joseph 
Eckfeldt  and  William  DuBois  independently 
found  that  the  gold  content  of  Dubosq  coins  was 
less  than  one  percent  below  true  value.  These  as¬ 
say  reports  explain  in  part  the  scarcity  of  this  is¬ 
sue,  as  most  were  turned  in  for  melting.  49,500 


only  10  days  for  Kellogg  &  Co.  to  answer  the  plea  with 
production  of  $20  gold  pieces.  The  first  Kellogg  coins  were 
issued  February  9,  1854,  about  two  months  before  gold 
coins  were  made  at  the  new  branch  mint  pperated  by  Unde 
Sam. 

Kellogg  and  Richter  dissolved  in  late  1854,  reorganizing 
as  Kellogg  and  Humbert,  the  new  partner  being  none  other 
than  Augustus  Humbert,  who  formerly  carried  the  tide 
United  States  AssayeF  of  Gold,  California,  and  whose  impri¬ 
matur  had  appeared  onthe  well-known  octagonal  $50  gold 
pieces.  Production  was  limited  at  the  new  branch  mint 
because  of  copper  shortages  and  problems  with  refining, 
although  quite  a  few  1854-S  $10  and  $20  pieces  cascaded 
from  the  presses.  Only  a  few  1854-S  $2.50  and  $5  coins 
were  made,  and  today  these  are  recognized  as  extreme 
rarities.  Meanwhile,  Kellogg  pieces  helped  fill  the  vacuum 
and  were  produced  in  greater  quantity  in  1855  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  An  article  in  a  San  Francisco  newspaper  in 
May  of  1855  stated  that  Kellogg  &  Co.  was  supplying  over 
50%  more  coins  than  the  government  mint. 

These  1855  Kellogg  issues  proved  to  be  the  last  coins 
struck,  although  the  partnership  lasted  until  1860.  The 
company  produced  about  six  million  dollars  in  $20  coins. 
Edgar  H.  Adams  in  Private  Gold  Coinage  of  California,  1849- 
1 855,  commented  that  a  large  number  of  these  were  lost  “by 
the  sinking  of  a  steamer  in  the  Pacific  on  its  way  from  San 
Francisco  to  New  York. 

Kellogg  pieces  were  universally  accepted  and  many  banks 
sent  bullion  to  Kellogg  and  Richter  to  be  converted  into 
gold  coins.  A  run  on  banks  in  1855  was  stayed  by  $400,000 
in  gold  supplied  by  Kellogg  and  Co. 

On  August  20, 1 857,  certain  gold  ingots  made  by  Kellogg 
&  Humbert  left  San  Francisco  aboard  the  S.S.  Sonora, 
connecting  to  Panama  City,  then  overland  48  miles  on  the 
Panama  Railroad  to  Aspinwall  on  the  Atlantic  side,  then  to 
the  S.S.  Central  America — and  then,  on  September  12, 1857, 
to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Certain  of  these  ingots  are,  of 
course,  among  those  recovered  from  the  treasure  and  are 
offered  for  sale  by  us  today. 


was  heavily  granular  and  possibly  a  cast  counter¬ 
feit.  A  second  is  defaced  by  very  heavy  hammer 
blows,  presumably  to  prevent  counterfeiting.  This 
third  example  is  the  only  existing  1795  half  eagle 
trial  piece  that  remains  undamaged.  An  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  pattern  collector, 
or  for  the  half  eagle  specialist,  . .  23,500 

Proof  P-390  1863  Dime 
1863  IOC.  Pollock-390,  Judd-325-.  Rarity-6. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mirrored 
surfaces  with  lovely  blue  and  gold  toning.  2,195 
1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942 
the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suit¬ 
able  replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  stra¬ 
tegic  war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand. 
Replacement  material  required  various  properties 
to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private 
companies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as 
diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms 
involved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic  “planchets”  or 
disks  which  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private 
companies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types 
of  material:  general-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very 
dark  brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  The  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each 
side.  Order  either  type,  each  for . . . 59 


CALIFORNIA  HAWAIIAN  COINS 


Very  Rare  1855  Wass  Molitor  $20 
1855  Wass  Molitor.  $20.  K-7.  Rarity-5.  Small 
Head.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  lots  of  remaining  lustre  and  some 
faint  coppery  highlights  near  design  elements. 
Scattered  marks  commensurate  with  the  grade, 
but  none  are  serious  and  the  overall  impression  is 
much  finer  than  many  large  territorial  gold  coins 
of  similar  grade.  This  issue  is  seen  very  infre¬ 
quently,  and  an  adjustment  in  the  Kagin  rarity 
rating  of  High  Rarity-5  may  be  called  for  (or, 
conversely,  perhaps  others  need  to  be  lowered  so 
the  proper  relative  balance  remains).  This  speci¬ 
men  is  undoubtedly  among  the  finest  extant  of 
this  rare  type  and  advanced  specialists  should  con¬ 
sider  this  opportunity  carefully .  47,250 

Glorious  1855  Kellogg  $50  Proof 

Original;  one  of  about  12  Known 

1855  Kellogg  and  Company  round  $50.  Proof- 

62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  with  deeply 
mirrored  orange-gold  surfaces  and  lustrous  yellow 
gold  devices.  This  combination  results  in  a  most 
desirable  cameo  appearance.  A  few  light  hairlines 
and  abrasions  are  noted  along  with  die  polishing 
lines  and  extensive  lint  marks  as  struck.  When  we 
offered  a  different  example  in  the  Eliasberg  Sale 
in  1996,  we  suggested  that  11  different  examples 
are  known.  The  obverse  die  was  signed  by 
Ferdinand  Gruner,  whose  name  appears  on  the’ 
neck  truncation.  It  is  probable  that  Gruner  also 
prepared  the  reverse  die.  He  was  apparently  well- 
known  and  respected  in  San  Francisco  for  his 
engraving  talents,  although  the  editor  (QDB)  has 
not  been  ably  to  locate  much  concerning  his  other 
die  work  (comments  are  welcome!).  This,  ex¬ 
ample  is  pedigreed,  to  the  Anion  Carter  sale  of 
January  1984,  . . . . . 199,000 

A  Sketch  of  Kellogg  &  Co. 

John  Glover  Kellogg  wurked  for  Moffat  and  Company 
after  his  arrivaiin  San  Francisco  in  the  autumn  of  1849.  He 
teamed  with  G.F.  Richter,  who  workedfor  the  U.S.  Assay 
Office  prior  to  its  being  discontinued  in  December  1853. 
San  Francisco  suffered  from  a  lack  of  sufficient  coin  after  the 
Assay  Office  closed  as  private  firms  ceased  striking  gold, 
much  of  the  private  gold  was  melted  or  shipped  out  of 
California,  and  the  San  Francisco  Mint  had  not  started 
production. 

Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward,  the  partnership  that  once  operated 
the  U.S.  Assay  Office,  took  control  of  Moffat  and  Com¬ 
pany.  In  early  1854  the  firm  signed  a  contract  with  the 
government  and  sold  its  building  and  machinery  to  be  used 
as  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

During  the  coin  shortage  in  early  1854  a  group  ofbankers 
and  businessmen  persuaded  Kellogg  and  Richter  to  issue 
gold  coins  on  a  private  basis,  assuring  the  partners  that  the 
coins  would  meet  a  warm  reception  in  commerce.  It  took 


FRACTIONAL  GOLD 


Octagonal  Dollar 

1871  dollar.  Breen-Gillio  1109.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Brilliant .  895 


PROOF  SETS 


Lustrous  1847  Hawaiian  Cent 
1847  Hawaiian  one  cent.  Crosslet  4, 15  Berries. 
MS-64  BN  (PCGS)  .  Attractive  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  considerable  pale  orange  lustre.  These 
were  the  only  official  coins  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Hawaii  prior  to  1883  and  were  struck  by  the 
Attleboro,  Massachusetts  firm  of  H.M  and  E.I. 
Prichards.  Earlier,  this  same  firm  had  produced 
Hard  Times  tokens .  2,850 


1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Housed  in  original 

box . 629 

1970  No  S.  Five-piece  Proof  set.  Housed  in 
original  box . 495 


MINT  SETS 

1946  Mint  Set.  15  pieces.  MS-63-67.  Housed  in  a 

black  Hollander  album  page .  395 

1946-D  Mint  Set.  5  pieces.  MS64-66.  Housed  in  a 
black  Hollander  album  page .  129 

1949  Double  Mint  Set.  27  pieces.  MS63-66. 
Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  ..  595 

1951  Dopble  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS63-67. 
Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  ..  795 

1952  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS63-66. 
Housed  in  a  black.  Hollander  album  page.  ..  595 

1953*  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS-64-67. 
Housedia  original  envelope.  The  pieces  are  beau¬ 
tifully  toned  with  the  1953-0  half  dollars  having 

fuff  beff  lines.,  . . ..... . . 825 

1954,  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS64-66. 
Housedia  a  black  Hollander  album  page,.  ,,  *195, 

UNITED  STATES 
PATTERN  COINS 

Important  1795  Half  Eagle  in  Copper 
1795  pattern  half  eagle.  Pollock-38,  Judd-23. 
Rarity-8.  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  VF-25 

(NGC).  Smooth  dark  brown  surfaces  with  a  few 
minor  blemishes  at  central  reverse.  This  is  from 
the  Breen-3D  die  pair,  as  described  in  his  1966 
monograph  on  early  half  eagles,  and  features  the 
final  S  in  STATES  cut  over  a  previous  D.  An 
unidentified  undertype  is  visible  on  the  obverse. 
Just  two  or  three  copper  trial  pieces  are  known 
from  1795  half  eagle  dies.  Andrew  Pollock  listed 
three  such  examples  and  noted  that  one  of  these 


HARD  TIMES  TOKENS 

(1834)  Low-4,  HT-6.  Andrew  Jackson.  VF-20. 
Brass.  Light  yellow  highlights  with  deep  brown 
toning.  Attractive  despite  a  few  minor  surface 
marks  on  the  obverse .  135 

These  were  apparently  issued  as  political  tokens  during 
Andrew  Jackson’s  second  term  in  office.  They  have  been 
attributed  as  relevant  to  the  political  campaigns  of  1834. 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  Running  Boar.  AU-55.  Pleasing 
medium  brown  surfaces . . . 95 

Issued  in  support  ofPresident Jackson’s  displeasure  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  Running  Boar.  AU-50.  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces  with  iridescent  toning. ...  85 

1834  L-9,  HT-10.  Running  Boar.  EF-40.  Brass. 
Very  light  yellow  surfaces  with’ a  few  very  minor 
scratches . . . .  159 

1834  L-9,  HT-10A.  Running  Boar.  EF-40.  Brass, 

silvered.  Slightly  reflective  surfaces  widi  heady  foil 
silvering  oh  both  obverse  and  reverse.  .  135 

1837.  L-49,  HT-73.  Half  cent.  AU-50........239 

This  is  the  only  half  cent  denomin*ti®n  intbrig  (he  entire 
series  of  hard  times  tokens.  ■■  r 

1833  L-72,  HT-175.  Rarky-6,  Francis 
Brigham.  AU-50.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford, 

/Massachusetts,  token.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

'  issue ,  perennially  a  favorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it 
does  a  long  row  of  storefronts  in  this  whaling 
port . . . . . . .  1,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pursuits 
ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack-of-all- trades 
style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memorialized  by 
tokens  and  other  numismatic  items  (e.g.,  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger  at  the  high  end,  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins  at  the  low 
end). 

1833  L-73,  HT-176.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside, 
New  Bedford  token.  VF-30.  From  the  Garrett 
sale.  Lot  1155 . . .  325 

1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 

Vermont.  AG-3.  Retouched  reverse  die.  Soft 
brown  surfaces . 439 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  and  even  rarer  as  one  of 
the  few  early  tokens  available  from  the  state  ofV ermont,  was 
struck  from  very  crude  dies — which,  numismatically ,  makes 
such  pieces  all  the  more  desirable. 


Eagle  Albums 


for  certified  coins 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all 
popular  certified  coins  in  a  single  album. 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit 
snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller 
ANACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in  the 
album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U- 
shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear 
rigid  page  holds  9  certified  coins  and 
allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album 
(holds  27  coins).  $22.30. 


TOKENS,  MEDALS,  ETC. 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped 
on  the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown 
above  all  in  oval  punch.  F-15 . , . 295 

Double  Eagle  copy.  As  struck.  The  present  piece  is  a 
very  well  done  copy  of  an  1859-0  double  eagle, 
struck  in  a  brassy  composition  with  a  reeded  edge 
and  ensheathed  in  a  squared  stainless  steel  (?) 
housing.  This  piece  appears  to  be  produced  in  the 
last  50  years  or  so,  perhaps  as  an  insert  in  a  watch 
fob  or  key  chain  which  would  enclose  the  hous¬ 
ing  in  leather  or  something  similar  while  leaving 
the  “coin”  exposed.  That  a  souvenir  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  imitative  of  such  a  scarce  date  piece  is  un¬ 
usual,  and  its  origin  is  far  from  certain.  An  enigma 
awaiting  investigation  by  a  collector  of  double 
eagles  or  New  Orleans  Mint  coinage .  150 

1861  Confederate  States  of  America  “Bashlow  re¬ 
strike”  cent.  Struck  in  1961  from  transfer  dies 
made  from  the  1863  CSA  cent  die  pair.  Struck  by 
Aug.  Frank,  Philadelphia,  to  the  order  of  Robert 
Bashlow,  a  New  York  City  entrepreneur  (who 


among  other  enterprises  owned  the 
QWERTIOU  Press  and  the  Trans-Africa  Devel¬ 
opment  Company).  MS-65 . 39 

Arizona  tax  tokens.  3  rolls.  A.  little  hoard  of  die 
struck  tokens,  the  obverse  featuring  a  Saguaro 
cactus  in  die  floor  ground  with  two  smaller  ver¬ 
sions  of  this  tree-like  plant  in  the  background,  m 
a  desert  landscape,  all  within  a  circle,  surrounded 
by  the  inscription  ARIZONA  STATE/TAX 
COMMISSION.  Reverse  with  inscription:  TO 
MAKE  CHANGE/4/5/CORRECT  sales  tax 
payment.  Brass,  brilliant  Uncirculated,  virtually  as 
struck  About  the  size  of  a  nickel  five-cent  piece. 
Probably,  you  can  “comer  the  market”  with  this 
group! . 239 


1900  Lesher  “Dollar” 

First  Type,  No  Imprint  Serial  No.  8 

1900  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Zerbe-1,  HK-787.  AU- 

50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  pewter  surfaces  with  iri¬ 
descent  highlights.  First  type,  “  A 
COMMODITY  /  WILL  GIVE  /  IN  EX¬ 
CHANGE,”  etc.  Adna  Wilde  estimates  that  100 
were  struck,  of  which  about  52  are  recorded  in 
numismatic  literature . . .  1,895 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen,  1968. 

Notes  on  Lesher  “Dollars”  1900-1901 

Struck  in  Denver  in  1900  and  1901 ,  Lesher  silver  “dol¬ 
lars”  of  octagonal  format  were  distributed  by  Joseph  Lesher 
of  Victor,  Colorado.  Some  bore  the  imprints  of  (mostly) 
local  merchants,  while  others  were  blank.  Most  were  serially 
numbered,  aiding  modem  era  students  of  the  series  (notably 
Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr.  in  his  watershed  work,  “Lesher  Refer¬ 
endum  Dollars:  Where  Are  They  Today”  in  The  Numisma¬ 
tist,  February  1 978)  to  track  their  pedigrees  over  a  period  of 
time.  The  Lesher  house  stands  today  in  Victor,  two  doors  to 
the  left  of  City  Hall,  and  is,  or  at  least  was,  recently  owned 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  This  building 
was  purchased  by  Dave  Bowers  after  a  memorable  near- 
mishap  in  a  Cripple  Creek  mine  shaft  in  1 979,  in  which  one 
of  the  fellow  tourists  trapped  on  a  “mine  tour”  turned  out  to 
be  a  real  estate  agent,  with  this  property  listed  for  sale.  In 
recent  times  the  ANA  has  decided  to  sell  the  building,  and 
as  of  last  word  this  was  in  process. 

Today,  these  Lesher  “dollars”  arc  highly  collectible.  In¬ 
deed,  they  have  created  attention  virtually  since  day  one.  In 
the  February  1901  issue  ofThe  Numismatist,  the  “Hooper’s 
Restrikes”  column  told  of  a  contemporary  issue:  “Joseph 
Lesher,  who  recendy  made  and  issued  1 00  silver  souvenirs, 
which  he  called  ‘referendum  dollars,’  says  he  has  assurance 
from  the  United  States  district  attorney  that  his  coinage 
scheme  is  not  illegal,  and  he  has  ordered  a  new  die,  from 
which  10,000  souvenirs  will  be  struck  offimmediately.  The 
silver  will  cost  him  $6,500,  and  the  making  $  1 ,500.  He  will 
sell  the  coins  for  $12,500  and  redeem  them  on  demand  for 
the  same  amount.” 

In  The  Numismatist,  December  1920,  “The  Lesher  Coins,” 
by  Charles  E.  Briggs,  noted  in  part:  “My  first  knowledge  of 
the  Joseph  Leshercoins  was  sometime  in  1 904,  when  an  old 
prospector  and  coin  collector  by  the  name  of  Craighead,  a 
resident  of  my  home  vicinity,  on  his  return  from  a  prospect¬ 
ing  trip  in  the  mountains  of  Colorado  and  a  visit  in  Denver, 
showed  me  a  Lesher  coin  which  he  had  bought  in  Denver, 
and,  taking  a  fancy  to  it,  I  bought  it.  This  is  a  Boyd  Park  piece 
and  is  still  in  my  collection.  A  year  or  two  later  I  bought  one 
in  a  second-hand  store  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  which 
added  to  my  interest  when  I  compared  them  and  found 
them  veFy  different,  both  in  size  and  design.  In  1 913  £  visited 
Denver,  Colorado,  Springs,  Manitou  and  Cripple  Creek.  I 
hunted  these  towns  over  for  Leshers  and  found  one  in 
Denver,  two  in  Colorado  Springs  and  two  in  Cripple  Creek . 

I  then  went  to  Victor  and  called  on  Mt.  Lesher.  I  found  him 
a  very ’pleasant  old  gentleman  past  75  years  of  age,  but  stout 
and  hearty  and  anxious  to- show  me  around,, adept q  tell  me 
all  he  could  about Ijis  litde  coinage  schen^e,  as  he  called  it?. 
He  had  kept  no  teGrirtfe  as  to  the  number  ofpieces  struck  or 
number  of  dies  used.  He  said  the  dies  would  break  some¬ 
times,  and  new  ones  Would  have  to  be  made,  and  that  they 
made  thejn  a  little  different.” 

Fast  forward;  to  February  1978,  when  The  Numismatist 
featured  the  article,  ?Lesfier  Referendum  Medals— ’Where 
Are  They  Today?”  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr.  The  narrative  told 
of  the'lifefofjosteph  Lesher,  ofFremont,  Ohio,  who  came  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  seek  his  fortune: 

“Lesher  ndnedinthe  areas  of  Georgetown,  LeadviDe,  and 
Silver  San  Juan,  and  owned  a  productive  silver  mine  near 
Central  City.  Consequently  the  demise  of silver  coinage  by 
the  U.S.  government  in  1873,  better  known  as  the  ‘Crime 
of  1873,’  hit  Lesher  along  with  most  Colorado  miners  as  a 
disaster.  Banks,  business  houses,  and  mines  failed,  and 
thousands  were  unemployed.  William  Jennings  Bryan  built 
a  national  platform  around  the  free  coinage  of  silver  and 
Lesher  was  on  his  side  all  the  way,  but  goldwas  to  have  its  day 
and  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cripple  Creek  saved  the  day  for 
Colorado.  Lesher  followed  the  prosperity  to  Cripple  Creek 
and  Victor,  gaining  wealth  from  real  estate  investments,  but 
he  remained  a  believer  in  free  silver,  and  his  plan  for  silver 
referendum  medals  was  an  effort  to  see  silver  utilized  once 
more.  There  are  only  six  types  and  1 1  varieties  of  Lesher’ s 
medals,  the  first  type  being  dated  1 900.  All  types  of  this  same 
year  are  35  mm  in  diameter,  and  weigh  450  grains,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  one  troy  ounce  of  .950  fine  silver.  The  pieces  of  1 900 
are  stamped  with  a  price  of$l  .25  In  identifying  the  known 
locations  of  these  medals,  the  author  has  shown  the  names 
of  previous  or  present  collectors,  or  in  those  cases  where  the 
piece  was  last  known  in  a  dealer’s  possession,  that  dealer’s 
name  is  identified.  In  many  instances  dealers’  names  are 
known  as  the  intermediary  between  collectors;  however,  in 
those  cases  the  dealer’s  name  is  omitted....” 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

Boyd  Park  Denver,  Colorado 

Serial  No.  628 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-10,  HK-796.  AU-55 

(ANACS).  Lustrous  with  wonderful  iridescent 
colors.  Issued  by  Boyd  Park,  Denver,  in  1901 .  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  variety.  Adna 
Wilde  estimates  that  just  150  were  made  of 
which  about  57  are  known  today  (cf.  updated 
registry) .  1,695 

Ex  O.K.  Rumbel  Collection,  New  Netherlands  1952  (ANA 
Sale). 


1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

J.M.  Slusher  Cripple  Creek,  Colorado 
Serial  145 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-6,  HK-792.  EF-45 

(ANACS).  Lustrous.  One  of  about  260  estimated 
to  have  been  issued  by  J.M.  Slusher,  Cripple  Creek, 
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Special  Offer! 


As  we  go  to  press  these  coins  became  available... 


COLONIAL  COINAGE 


Impressive  1776  Continental  Dollar 
1776  Continental  Dollar.  Breen-1095, 
Newman  3-D.  E.G.  Fecit.  Pewter.  AU- 

50  (PCGS).  Deep  gray  surfaces  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  around  the  devices.  A  few 
light  surface  marks  are  present.  An  attractive 
example  of  this  ever-popular,  highly  desir¬ 
able  issue.  These  so-called  dollars  were  pro¬ 
duced  as  a  prototype  for  a  hard  currency  to 
replace  existing  paper  money  in  circulation 
in  the  colonies.  Long  considered  one  dol¬ 
lar  coins,  some  have  suggested  they  were 
meant  to  be  a  smaller  denomination.  This 
variety  is  signed  by  the  artist,  Elisha 
Gallaudet,  with  his  signature  appearing  as 
E.G.  FECIT . 18,750 


LARGE  CENT 

1850  N-12.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Deep  orange 
mint  lustre  with  a  few  small  spots  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 1,295 


SMALL  CENTS 


Amazing  1857  Clashed  Die  Cent 
Obverse  Clashed  with 
Half  Dollar  Die 

1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar,  and  showing  traces  of  the 
half  dollar  design.  MS-66  (NGC).  This 
piece  exhibits  traces  of  clashed  dies  with  a 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar,  one  of  three  very 
curious  and  related  pieces  of  this  year.  De¬ 
tails  are  to  be  found  in  the  Snow  and  Bow¬ 
ers  texts  on  the  subject  (or  will  be  sent  gratis 
to  the  purchaser,  on  request).  An  exception¬ 
ally  high-grade  specimen  of  this  American 
classic — a  “must  have”  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector!  . 8,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1908-S  Indian  Cent 

1908-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem 
example  with  brilliant  light  orange  lustre.  A 
few  tiny  spots  may  be  seen  on  either  side.  This 
is  the  first  small  cent  issued  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  represents  an  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  type  collector . 1 ,895 


THREE-CENT  NICKEL 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  gem 
Proof  with  reflective  light  gray  fields  and 
lustrous  devices.  Light  cameo  contrast  pro¬ 
vides  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Early 
Proof  examples  (prior  to  1877)  of  this  de¬ 
nomination  are  uniformly  scarce  and  un¬ 
derrated . 1,275 


NICKEL 


Delightful  1914  Matte  Proof  Nickel 
1914  Matte  Proof-65  (NGC).  Extraordinar¬ 
ily  sharply  defined  with  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing  over  light  gray  surfaces.  Satiny  lustre  is 
typical  for  Matte  Proof  examples . 1,795 


HALF  DIMES 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 

1837  No  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  golden  brown  toning  over  satiny  lustre. 
First  appearance  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  design  among  coins  of  this  de¬ 
nomination.  The  obverse  design  sits  in  a  plain 
field,  immediately  capturing  the  viewer’s  at¬ 
tention . 2,475 

Lustrous  1840  Half  Dime 
No  Drapery  Type 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This 
satiny  gem  has  pale  golden  brown  toning 
over  ivory  lustre.  Struck  from  a  shattered 
obverse  die.  Virtually  identical  to  the  No 
Stars  design,  except  for  the  addition  of  13 
stars  in  the  obverse  field.  A  short-lived  de¬ 
sign  type  before  addition  of  Drapery  at 
Liberty’s  elbow . 2,250 

Impressive  Gem  Proof  1856 
Half  Dime 

1856  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  glittering  gem 
Proof  has  deeply  mirrored  fields  with  light 
cameo  contrast.  Splashes  of  deep  golden 
brown  and  iridescent  toning  are  present,  pri¬ 


marily  along  the  borders.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  type  collector. 
All  Proof  coins  struck  prior  to  1858  are  elu¬ 
sive,  having  been  minted  in  very  limited 

quantities . 12,875 

1861/0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  spectacular  example 
of  this  overdate  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 
full  brilliance.  Design  elements  are  sharply  de¬ 
fined  and  the  overdate  features  are  clear  and 
bold.  First  publicity  of  this  overdate  variety 
occurred  in  1977,  in  the  ANA  Convention 
auction  catalogue . 1,375 


DIMES 


Gem  1814  Large  Date  Dime 
1814  JR-2.  Large  Date.  MS-65  (NGC). 
This  splendid  gem  has  satin  ivory  lustre  ac¬ 
cented  by  peripheral  gold  and  iridescent 
toning.  Most  design  details  are  sharply  de¬ 
fined  with  weakness  among  the  stars  at 
right,  and  on  the  eagle’s  claw  and  branch 
below.  Minor  clash  marks  are  visible  on 
the  reverse.  This  is  one  of  the  scarcest  va¬ 
rieties  of  the  year  with  the  presently  of¬ 
fered  example  among  the  very  finest 
known .  9,450 

Incredible  Gem  Proof  1852  Dime 
1852  Proof-65  (NGC).  Simply  incredible 
with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  devices.  Light  ivory  surfaces  are  high¬ 
lighted  by  russet  toning  at  top  of  the  obverse. 
A  few  very  faint  hairlines  are  visible.  In  Proof 
format,  this  issue  is  a  major  rarity  as  are  all 
Proof  coins  of  this  year.  It  is  probably  the  case 
that  only  five  or  six  Proofs  exist  today.  This 
example  earlier  appeared  in  our  August  1999 
Rarities  Sale,  previously  from  the  1995  ANA 
sale.  This  is  the  finest  example  certified  by 
NGC . 22,500 

Superb  Gem  1854-0  Dime 
1854-0  MS-67  (NGC).  An  amazing  superb 
Mint  State  example  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
very  white  lustre.  The  surfaces  are  pristine 
and  frosty.  Every  detail  is  intricately  de¬ 
fined.  This  is  so  nearly  the  perfect  coin,  an 
outstanding  candidate  for  the  connoisseur 
desiring  the  finest  quality.  Examples  of  such 
exceptional  beauty  are  generally  only  found 
among  issues  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  As 
a  product  of  New  Orleans,  this  is  an  espe¬ 
cially  remarkable  gem.  Although  NGC  has 
certified  three  examples  of  this  date  in  MS- 
67,  we  suspect  these  may  represent  a  single 
coin  (this  example)  sent  in  on  multiple  oc¬ 
casions . . . . 12,250 

Gem  Proof  1858  Dime 
1858  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional 
cameo  Proof,  this  lovely  dime  has  deeply 
reflective  fields  and  outstanding  peripheral 
iridescence.  First  year  of  widespread  Proof 
coinage  for  collectors,  and  an  ideal  candidate 
for  the  type  collector,  combining  beauty  and 
quality  with  reasonable  financial  consider¬ 
ations.  An  estimate  of  the  number  surviving 
today  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible.  Even 
the  original  mintage  is  not  specifically 
known,  with  estimates  suggesting  200  to  250 

Proofs . 4,950 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Subdued  obverse 
with  deeply  mirrored  fields  beneath  pale  gold 
and  iridescent  toning.  The  reverse  is  fully 
brilliant  with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal. 
This  is  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the  Barber 
design,  and  an  ideal  opportunity  for  the  type 
collector . 1,475 

Toned  Gem  Proof  1894  Dime 
1894  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  stunning  gem,  this 
delightful  Proof  has  fully  brilliant  silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  considerable  cameo  contrast. 
This  issue,  along  with  1893  and  1895,  is  in 
slightly  higher  demand  than  most  others, 
due  to  scarcity  of  Mint  State  circulation 

strikes . 2,150 

1906-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  is  vis¬ 
ible  beneath  deep  heather  and  steel  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  obverse  with  lighter  gold  toned 
reverse.  This  wonderful  gem  features  an  un¬ 
expectedly  sharp  strike . 1,375 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1914  Dime 
1914  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Just  425  Proofs 
were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  of  any 
Proof  Barber  dime.  Attractive  golden 
brown  and  iridescent  toning,  lighter  on  the 

reverse .  2,350 

1923  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 
frosty  lustre  beneath  lovely  gold  and  russet  ton¬ 
ing.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  1 ,475 


QUARTERS 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1846  Quarter 
1846  MS-64  (PCGS).  Repunched  date  with 
remnants  of  an  early  46  south  of  the  final 
position.  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck 
with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  A  few 
very  minor  surface  marks  are  present.  Faint 
champagne  toning  is  visible  on  the  reverse. 
Just  four  examples  have  been  similarly 
graded  by  PCGS  with  one  finer  MS-65  ex¬ 
ample . 3,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1890  Quarter 
1890  MS-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  example 
with  full  brilliant,  satiny  white  lustre.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  all  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  design  elements  boldly  defined.  This  is 
a  scarce  date  from  a  circulation  strike  mintage 
ofjust  80,000  coins . 2,750 

Gem  1894-S  Barber  Quarter 
1894-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  sharply  struck 
gem  has  fully  prooflike  fields  with  outstand¬ 
ing  aesthetic  appeal.  The  surfaces  are  mostly 
brilliant  with  faint  heather  toning  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  An  important  opportunity  to  acquire 
this  rare  date,  popular  due  to  the  rarity  of  the 
related  10-cent  coin  of  this  issue . 3,450 

Important  Mint  State 
1896-S  Quarter 

1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Faint 
gold  and  iridescent  toning  over  satiny,  slighdy 
reflective  lustre.  Extremely  sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive.  This  is  one  of  the  three  fa¬ 
mous  rare  dates  among  Barber  quarter  dollars, 
along  with  1901-S  and  1913-S.  Just  188,039 
coins  were  minted,  the  third  lowest  mintage 
in  the  series . 12,250 

Gem  Proof  1897  Quarter 
1897  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with 
outstanding  iridescent  toning.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  type  collector . 2,475 


HALF  DOLLAR 


Outstanding  Gem  1897-S 
HalfDoUar 

1897-S  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
spectacular  example  of  this  rarity  for  the 
connoisseur.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
fully  prooflike  with  cameo  contrast,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  Although  the 
mintage  of  just  under  one  million  coins 
does  not  immediately  identify  this  as  a  rare 
date,  advanced  collectors  know  that  gem 
Mint  State  examples  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween . 1 1,500 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


Impressive  1850  Silver  Dollar 
1850  AU-58  (NGC).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist,  this  attractive  dollar  has 
slightly  reflective  fields  and  fight  toning  over 
pale  gray  surfaces.  Just  7,500  were  minted,  the 
lowest  mintage  of  any  circulation  strike  issue 
from  Philadelphia,  save  for  the  1851  and  1852 
rarities . 3,750 

Brilliant  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 
1893-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  satiny,  slightly  prooflike 
fields  and  modest  cameo  contrast.  A  highly 
attractive  example  that  would  fit  nicely 
among  a  collection  of  choice  mint  state 
coins .  2,650 


GOLD  DOLLARS 


Gem  Proof  1861  Gold  Dollar 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
1861  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Moderately  reflective 
greenish  yellow  gold  fields  with  lustrous  de¬ 
vices,  providing  considerable  cameo  contrast. 
All  details  are  sharply  defined.  This  is  an  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  Proof  rarity,  and  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This  is 
the  only  Proof-66  example  certified  by  PCGS 
with  none  finer . 20,500 

Nearly  Mint  State  1861-D  Gold  $1 
1861-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
greenish  gold  surfaces  with  only  a  faint  trace 
of  wear  on  the  very  highest  points.  Although 
a  few  very  minor  hairlines  and  surface  marks 


are  present,  none  are  serious.  Left  obverse  and 
reverse  borders  are  weak  as  always,  with  other 
design  elements  boldly  defined.  Although  the 
exact  mintage  of  this  issue  is  unknown,  all 
examples  being  struck  under  Confederate 
control  of  the  Mint,  estimates  suggest  be¬ 
tween  1,000  and  1,500  were  actually  pro¬ 
duced .  27,500 


QUARTER  EAGLES 


Rare  1855-D  Quarter  Eagle 
1855-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces.  Minor 
planchet  laminations  are  noted  at  top  of  the 
obverse.  This  example  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  known  to  exist.  Noted  authority, 
Doug  Winter,  described  this  issue  as  “the 
rarest  coin  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  In 
most  advanced  collections  it  is  the  final 
piece  to  be  purchased  due  to  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  finding  a  nice  example.”  A 
mere  1,125  examples  were  struck  with  per¬ 
haps  not  more  than  two  dozen  surviving  to¬ 
day.  This  issue  is  quite  possibly  unknown  in 
Mint  State,  as  Doug  Winter  has  suggested, 
or  is  an  extreme  rarity  in  that  grade.  PCGS 
has  reported  three  submissions  graded  MS- 
60 . 31,750 

Near  Gem  1858  Quarter  Eagle 
From  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 

Collection 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  with  outstanding  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  In  our  sale  of 
the  Bass  Collection,  we  suggested  that  this 
was  no  doubt  struck  from  California  gold. 
Only  one  finer  example  has  been  certified  by 
PCGS,  a  gem  MS-65  grade  coin.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is,  without  question,  among  the  10  fin¬ 
est  known  for  the  date . 7,950 

Mint  State  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
1862/1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
rich,  frosty  orange  gold  lustre.  Every  detail 
is  needle  sharp  with  the  overdate  features 
boldly  visible.  A  lovely  coin  and  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  This  is  tied  with  one  other  example 
for  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  and  may  be 
one  of  the  single  finest  known  examples 
identified  today.  The  exact  number  known 
today  has  not  been  precisely  determined, 
however,  we  believe  that  only  a  couple 
dozen  exist.  PCGS  has  certified  22  such 
coins,  while  NGC  has  certified  a  similar 
number  of  coins.  No  doubt  these  include  a 
number  of  resubmissions . 14,750 

Important  1881  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
Just  640  Circulation  Strikes  Minted 
1881  MS-62  (NGC).  This  offering  represents 
an  opportunity  of  immense  proportions  for 
the  specialist.  From  a  mintage  ofjust  640  cir¬ 
culation  strikes,  perhaps  only  40  or  50  survive 
today.  This  example  is  light  yellow  with  sharp 
design  features.  A  few  very  minor  surface 
marks  are  present.  NGC  has  certified  just  two 
coins  at  this  grade  level  with  two  others  in 
higher  grades . 16,875 

California  Fractional  Gold 
Phenomenal  1873  Fractional  25y 
1873  Liberty  Head  25  Cent.  Octagonal. 
Breen  Gillio-727.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A 
stunning  example  struck  in  brilliant  green¬ 
ish  yellow  gold.  Every  detail  is  sharply  de¬ 
fined.  This  is  a  wonderful  example  for  the 
connoisseur.  If  you’ve  always  wanted  a 
California  fractional  gold  coin,  you  can’t  do 
any  better  than  this.  In  fact,  in  the  entire  se¬ 
ries  of  these  pieces,  amounting  to  hundreds 
of  different  varieties,  PCGS  has  graded  just 
nine  coins  at  this  grade  level  with  none 
finer . 3,375 


PATTERN  COIN 

1869  pattern  10  cents.  Standard  Silver.  Pol¬ 
lock-775,  Judd-696.  Proof-58  (NGC).  An 
affordable  example  of  this  pattern  issue  with 
slighdy  reflective  silver  surfaces.  The  Standard 
Silver  series  of  patterns  was  the  single  most  ex¬ 
tensive  coinage  experiment  in  our  nation’s 
history . 1,175 
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iting  New  Produ 


Intercept  Shield 


The  recently  introduced  Intercept  Shield  series 
of  coin  albums  features  technology  intended  to 
provide  state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin 
“corrosion.”  The  manufacturer  states  that  “this 
revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  material 
that  contains  active  additives — which  instantly 
neutralize  corrosive  agents  and  clean  the  environ¬ 
ment.  A  permanent  and  irreversible  chemical  re¬ 
action  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt 
to  migrate  through  the  material.*”  It  is  said  that 
these  holders  will  stabilize  the  surface  of  a  coin — 
in  that  attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way, 

“bright”  coins  will  not  become  toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we 
make  no  warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have  heard  noth¬ 
ing  but  good  things,  and  we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these  holders  are  attractively  pre¬ 
sented.  Intercept  Shield  coin  albums,  coin  holders  and  protective  boxes  are  available  through  our 
Publications  Department  at  800-222-5993.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 


Coin  Albums  Available 

3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  #ISC1 . $22.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISC2 . 35.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  •  Stock  #1SN3 . 20.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISN4 . 26.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  #ISD5 . 20.50 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSD6 . . 24-50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISQ7 . 35.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  #ISQ8 .  26.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  #ISQ9  26.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  #ISQ10  ....  22.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  #ISHD1 1 . 24.50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock  #ISHD12 . 20.50 

6  page  Kennedy  Half-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISHD13 . 28.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  #ISMD14 . 24.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock  #ISMD15 . 24-50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1932  •  Stock  #ISPD16 . 20.50 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISED17 . . 24.50 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISAED18  ...  24-50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSSBA19  . . 20.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  #ISSD20 . 20.50 


*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lab  Innova¬ 
tions.  Tested  by  Lucent  Technologies. 


about  seven  miles  from  Joseph  Lesher’s  home  in 
Victor.  About  75  are  known  today . 1,450 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen,  1968. 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.1911)  token.  Test  planchet  AU. 

Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank  planchet 
was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  for  date  logotypes.  One 
side  has  the  word  DOLLARS  entered  along  with 
dates  1885  (twice),  1893,  and  1911  (twice).  The 
two  1911  punches  are  larger  size  and  appear  to  be 
slanted  or  italicized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks 
remarkable  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and  1874, 
along  with  another  italicized  1911.  We  have  as¬ 
signed  the  approximate  date  to  the  latest  appearing 
on  this  example,  but  who  knows? .  2,350 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 
Believed  Unique 

Undated  (c.1874).  Washington  Head  Confed¬ 
erate  cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is 
an  “old  friend”  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our 
catalogues  decades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it 
back.  According  to  numismatic  tradition  this  was 
made  by  or  for  Henry  Chapman.  Listed  in  the 
Fuld  reference  as  unique.  Quite  possibly  the  very 
rarest  die  impression,  original  or  restrike,  of  any 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  coin!  Now, 
you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue .  1,795 

Tribute  to  Professor  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  died 
April  14,  1882,  aged  69  years,  as  taken  from  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics,  July  1882: 

“He  was  a  doctor  of  medicine,  but  was  not  for  many  years 
in  practice,  having  devoted  himself  more  particularly  to 
natural  science  and  the  study  of  antiquities.  He  was  at  one 
time  associated  with  the  antiquary  and  archeologist,  E.G. 
Squier,  in  investigations  of  the  mounds  in  the  Western 
States,  and  published  a  paper  in  1851  on  that  subject. 

“He  was  the  author  of  the  American  Numismatic  Manual,  a 
quarto,  published  several  years  ago  [actually  in  1859,  with 
subsequent  editions  of  1860  and  1865],  with  plates  and 
descriptions  of  American  coins,  and  which  is  still  highly 
valued  by  collectors,  though  somewhat  superseded  by 
Crosby’s  later  and  in  many  respects  more  valuable  work 
[Early  Coins  of  America,  which,  in  fact,  did  not  supersede  it, 
as  Crosby’s  focus  was  different  and  did  not  include  the 
majority  of  the  items  in  Dickeson’s  work]. 

“He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  collection  of  antiquities, 
curiosities,  minerals,  etc.,  which  was  the  foundation  upon 
which  was  opened  the  Philadelphia  City  Museum,  in 
Callowhill  Street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth,  in  1854.  That 
collection  was  afterward  [pin  1876  at  the  Centennial  Exhi¬ 
bition]  displayed  in  the  Government  Exhibition  Building  in 
Fairmont  Park.  Prof.  Dickeson  was  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  ofPennsylvania,  and  had  held  professorship  in  one  or 
two  medical  colleges.” 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  •  Baker- 
426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1 ,010.6  grains. 
Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the 
reverse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  Gilt 
bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge.  Weight: 
1,069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Bright 
golden  surfaces  with  pleasing  reflectivity  in  the 
fields.  The  devices  are  bold  and  satiny.  Some  light 
hairlines  are  noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal,  plain 
edge.  Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mirrored  fields 
presenting  a  strong  cameo  between  being  the  sat¬ 
iny  silver  devices.  A  beautiful  threesome  counted 
by  some  among  the  most  beautiful  Washington 
medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Centennial 
Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  and  published  by 
Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld,  H.  Ophlrik,  and  V. 
Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  pre¬ 
decessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens 
for  us.  The  approximate  size  of  a  United  States 
large  cent  of  the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in 
copper,  each  token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  fa¬ 
mous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken 
from  the  1786-1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia” 
being  a  representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is 
derived  from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795 
U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are  with  “antiqued” 
finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little 
box  full  of  these.  Each  $9.95,  25  for .  149 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Pels  “rebus  Puzzle”  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 

Crisp  Uncirculated .  375 

Imilac  1 1  grams.  Pallasite-type  meteorite,  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  only  a  few  dozen  different  re¬ 
corded  fells  of  this  beautiful  style.  With  inclusions 
of  transparent  olivine  in  an  iron  matrix.  ..  79.95 
John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  Knowledge  of  Ancient  and  Modem  Coinsand 
Medals. . . ,”  London,  1789.  Two  volumes,  octavo, 
302  and  346  pages,  plus  other  material,  excellent 
condition,  rebound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of 
ancient,  classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 


mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some  very 
nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collecting 265 

Interesting  book,  Gambling  and  Gambling  Devices, 
J.P. Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated  including  with  many  coin-operated  devices 
car,  slot  machines,  casino  gadgets,  etc.,  with  in¬ 
formation  on  all  sorts  of  games  of  chance  and  vari¬ 
ous  ways  they  can  be  rigged.  Most  probably  the 
most  extensively  illustrated,  most  detailed  study 
of  its  kind.  Choice  condition,  fight  wear,  cover 
bright.  From  Q.  David  Bowers’  library . 360 

Eckert,  George  N.  Letter  dated  February  10, 
1853,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  William 
D.  Lewis,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Port,  remind¬ 
ing  the  recipient  of  the  pending  meeting  of  the 
“Commission  for  the  annual  trial  of  the  coins  of 
the  United  States,”  commonly  known  as  the  As¬ 
say  Commission.  Double  folded  sheet,  8  x  10.5 
inches  after  fold,  the  upper  left  and  right  corners 
torn.  Very  slightly  faded  at  edges.  This  is  a  won¬ 
derful  association  piece  for  collectors  of  assay 
commission  medals.  Signed  “Geo.  N.  Eckert, 
Director  by  R.  Patterson.” .  $595 

Louis  McLane  ALS,  dated  December  1,  1857, 
on  blue  ruled  letterhead  of  the  Office  of  Wells, 
Fargo  &  Co.’s  Express  and  Exchange  Company. 
This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Deeds,  the  addressee  otherwise  unnamed,  and 
requests  that  Mr.  Walter  H.  Peters  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  be  appointed  commissioner  for  the  State  of 
California .  665 

Richard  Sutton,  Jr.,  Licensed  Ship  Broker, 
Buenos  Aires.  An  intriguing  document,  dated 
September  20,  1849,  chartering  the  schooner 
Rapide  of  Sweden  for  the  benefit  of  Mess. 
Zimmerman,  Frazier,  and  Co.  ofBuenos  Aires. 
The  schooner  was  to  transport  Mess. 
Zimmerman,  Frazier  and  Co.  and  their  cargo  to 
San  Francisco,  for  the  consideration  of  “Four 
Thousand  Hard  Silver  Dollars.”  Generally  nice 
condition  with  all  writing  legible,  a  portion  at 
bottom  missing,  including  some  signatures.  585 

Le  Nouveau  Monde.  A  company  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  working  gold  mines.  This  stock  certifi¬ 
cate  is  for  ten  shares  of  25  francs  each,  payable  to 
the  bearer.  This  company  was  “Constituted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Law  of  France,  by  Acts  dated  25th 
May,  1850,  and  21st  August,  1851,  deposited  at 
Paris,  and  duly  registered  and  published.”  ...  275 

South  Fork  Canal  Company  of  Placerville,  El 
Dorado  County,  California.  Stock  certificate  for 
one  share  of  the  Capital  stock,  at  an  issue  price  of 
$100  per  share.  The  owners  name  is  not  filled  in, 
suggesting  that  this  was  payable  to  the  bearer. 
Dated  December  9, 1852,  signed  by  A.T.  Taylor, 
Secretary  and  B.F.  Keene,  President.  Delightful 
central  vignette  of  a  large  safe  with  a  dog  guard¬ 
ing  the  key,  outdoors  with  the  sun  setting  (or  ris¬ 
ing)  behind  mountains  in  the  background.  .  665 

Interesting  Historical  Newspapers 

Four-page  issue  of  James  Gordon  Bennett’s  New 
Y  ork  Evening  Chronicle,  our  choice  of  issues,  sum¬ 
mer,  autumn,  and  early  winter  of  1837,  in  the 
height  of  the  “Hard  Times”  economic  era.  Many 
advertisements  (including  by  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger,  who  issued  tokens),  news  items, 
etc.  Copies  originally  deposited  with  the  Library 
of  Congress,  then  later  deaccessioned  and  through 
a  secured  route  acquired  by  QDB  for  his  research 
archives.  Each  issue  is  very  rare,  perhaps  even  one 
of  a  kind.  Single  issue,  $24  (plus  $4  shipping);  25 
different  issues,  $420  post-paid.  We  have  about 
150  issues  on  hand  totally,  all  different;  New  York 
American,  from  the  following  year,  1838,  also  ex 
Library  of  Congress;  many  advertisements,  not 
yet  checked  by  the  time  this  notice  goes  to  press; 
same  prices  as  preceding. 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  1863,  four-page  issue  with  doz¬ 
ens  of  advertisements,  news  about  the  Civil  War, 
etc.  Single  issue,  $30  (plus  $4  shipping);  25  dif¬ 
ferent  issues,  $500  post-paid,  100  different  issues, 
January  to  June  1863,  $1,400. 

“Collection”  of  19th-century  newspapers  from  the 
archives  of  QDB,  dates  circa  1825  to  1864,  New 
York  City,  Cincinnati,  and  Concord,  NH,  all 
different,  a  wide  selection  of  years  (no  single  is¬ 
sue  of  a  given  paper  will  be  dated  within  three 
months  of  another  issue  of  the  same  paper),  ad¬ 
vertisements,  etc.,  including  at  least  three  of  Civil 
War  dates.  Mosdy  ex  Library  of  Congress.  All  are 
scarce,  some  may  be  unique  or  nearly  so.  Collec¬ 
tion  of  10  different  for  $229.00,  plus  $4  shipping. 
Order  “Dave’s  Newspaper  Collection.”  Single 
issue,  $24  (plus  $4  shipping);  25  different  issues, 
$420  post-paid. 

Color  postcards  of  currency  operations.  Washing¬ 
ton,  circa  1903.  One  depicts  the  large  Press  Room 
at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  show¬ 
ing  where  currency  is  made;  another  depicts  many 
bundles  of  $2  bills  being  prepared  for  the  shred¬ 
der;  and  the  third  depicts  the  macerating  device 
with  a  bin  full  of  notes  awaiting  destruction.  Set 
of  three,  average  used  condition,  bright  colors, 
very  interesting: . 45 

Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors 

Fine  condition.  Breaking  up  what  may  be  the  larg¬ 
est  run  in  private  hands.  Wonderful  research  and 
study  archive.  Each  issue  describes  notes  issued  by 
banks  and  gives  warnings  about  counterfeits,  etc. 
One  copy:  $79;  10  different  $725.00;  50  differ¬ 
ent  $3,450.  Prices  include  postage.  Subject  to 
availability  and  prior  sale. 


Robert ThaxterBicknell,biographicalnotes:  •  1830s 
onward:  In  print  as  Robert  T.  Bicknell.  Includes  informa¬ 
tion  about  posthumous  Bicknell  imprints;  c£  Dillistin,  Bank 
Note  Reporters,  1949.  •  1830,  July  31:  Bicknell,  a  Philadel¬ 
phia,  PA,  seller  oflottery  tickets,  began  publication  ofBicknell’s 
Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank  Notes, 
Broken  Banks,  Stocks,  etc.  At  the  time  there  were  about  330 
banks  in  the  United  States  This  large  folio  size  periodical, 
published  every  second  Saturday  at  the  subscription  rate  of$2 
per  year,  became  one  of  the  more  important  publications  of 
its  genre.  After  the  first  six  months,  the  frequency  was 
changed  to  weekly.  •  1831,  June:  Tide  ofweekly  publication 
changed  to  Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Prices 
Current.  •  1832,  October  1:  Began  the  publication  of  the 
monthly  pamphlet,  Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank 
Note  List.  By  May  1833  the  7th  edition  had  appeared;  fre¬ 
quency  changed  to  once  every  six  weeks;  later  resumed 
monthly  publication;  still  later  was  published  twiceamonth. 
•  1836,  July  19:  Tide  of  weekly  publication  changed  to 
Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank 
Notes.  •  1836,  July:  One  week  later,  the  tide  of  the  weekly 
publication  was  changed  again,  to  Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Counter¬ 
feit  Detector,  and  General  Prices  Current.  This  tide  was  main¬ 
tained  until  the  last  issue  in  large  folio  form,  June  30, 1 857.  • 
1839,  May  7:  Robert  Thaxter Bicknell  died  at  the  age  of  33. 
His  name  and  publication  would  live  long  thereafter  as  a 
relative,  Matthew  T.  Miller,  was  bequeathed  the  business  and 
continued  to  operate  it.  •  1850:  The  weekly  Bicknell’s  Re¬ 
porter,  Coilntefeit  Detector,  and  General  Prices  Current  claimed  a 
circulation  of4,000,  while  the  semi-monthly  Bicknell’s  Coun¬ 
terfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note  List  is  said  to  have  5,000  subscrib¬ 
ers.  The  weekly  was  generally  referred  as  the  Reporter,  while 
the  semi-monthly  was  nicknamed  the  Detector.  •  1853: 
Published  the  48-page  The  American  Book  of  Coins.  •  1857, 
June  30:  End  of  the  large  folio-size  weekly  Reporter.  Suc¬ 
ceeded  in  time  by  Imhy’s  &  Bicknell’s  Bank  Note  Reporter, 
which  was  published  though  about  1866. 

1856  3  shares  of  ten  dollars  in  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Boston  Sub-Marine  &  Wrecking 
Company.  Lithographed  stock  certificate,  19.5 
x  1.55  cm.  With  a  fine  vignette  of  a  salvage  op¬ 
eration  showing  a  ship  an  anchor,  a  boat  out,  and 
two  hard-hat  divers  at  work  on  the  sea  floor. 
Made  out  to  James  (?)  S.  Gerrish,  for  3  Shares, 
signed  by  P.  (?)  Benton  Thompson,  president, 
and  George  (?),  treasurer.  Printed  transfer  form  on 
the  verso,  not  completed.  The  company  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1852.  A  very  handsome  and  appeal¬ 
ing  item .  895 

Gold  Rush  Bonanza! 

We  recently  purchased  25  -  count  them  —  25  — 
original  stock  mining  shares  in  the  Anglo-Califor- 


nia  Gold  Mining  Company,  registered  on  No¬ 
vember  5,  1851.  These  stock  certificates  were 
actually  used,  bear  serial  numbers,  and  were  issued 
in  1852.  The  approximate  dimensions  are  8-1/2” 
wide,  and  7-1/2”  high.  Original  stock  certificates 
sold  to  finance  adventuring  in  the  gold  fields  of 
California,  and  dated  before  1853,  are  few  and  far 
between,  and  in  our  search  for  such  things  —  for  a 
display  we  are  putting  together,  which  includes  an 
example  of  the  piece  we  are  offering  here  —  our 
luck  has  been  almost,  but  not  quite,  zero.  Now 
comes  this  little  cache,  said  to  have  been  found  in 
a  castle  in  England.  However,  the  seller  of  this 
marvelous  group  hastened  to  add,  “whether  this 
was  true  or  just  salesmanship,  we  cannot  know!” 
No  matter,  these  items  are  nice  for  framing— per¬ 
haps  together  with  a  Gold  Rush  coin?  Offered,  for 
each,  $125,  or  buy  two  for  $235  the  pair. 

1896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
gold  bond,  10  x  14-1/2  inches,  plus  attached  cou¬ 
pons,  27  or  more,  punch  cancelled.  Payable  FIVE 
HUNDRED  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN. 
Three  vignettes  across  the  top,  the  left  and  right 
being  Native  Americans  (one  with  a  bow  and  ar¬ 
rows,  the  other  with  a  calumet),  the  center  being 
larger  and  showing  a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or 
Rainier)  mountain  with  pine  trees  and  an  expanse 
ofprairie  in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for  framing  and 
display.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Issued  in  the  day  when  a  dollar  was 

worth  a  dollar,  and  in  gold .  100 

The  Northern  Pacific  was  the  first  of  the  Northern  trans¬ 
continental  lines,  the  N.  P.,  was  chartered  by  an  act  of 
Congress  signed  by  President  Lincoln  on  July  2,  1864. 
Construction  ofa  line  to  connect  the  head  ofthe  Great  Lakes 
with  Portland,  Ore.,  was  started  in  1870  and  completed  in 
1883.  The  company  presently  operates  6700  miles  of  the 
line,  extending  from  St.  Paul-Minneapolis  and  Duluth- 
Superior  to  Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Portland,  and  owns  a  one- 
half  interest  in  the  Burlington  Lines  and  The  Spokane, 
Portland  &  Seattle. 

1906  $1,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10  x  14  inches,  plus  90  attached 
coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  “money  color.”  Payable  ONE  THOU¬ 
SAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  The  top 
center  of  the  bond  has  a  engraving  of  a  train  at- 
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tached  to  catenary  cables.  At  the  top  left  is  seen  a 
prairie  town  with  mountains  in  the  background. 
The  top  right  is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a 
woman  about  to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tun¬ 
nel  cut  through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia. 

Another  great  framing  item . 49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  Rail¬ 
way  Company  gold  bond,  10  x  14  inches,  ornate 
gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomotives  under 
full  steam,  workers  on  separate  tracks,  etc.  Payable 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD 
COIN.  With  37  coupons  on  a  separate  but  at¬ 
tached  sheet,  each  coupon  having  a  steam  engine 
vignette  and  gold  overprinting.  Printed  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company.  Another  bond 
from  the  age  of  gold.  Such  gold  obligations  were 
later  declared  invalid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great  dis¬ 
play  item . 49 

“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL.”  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three,  the 

trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget”  color  lithograph,  circa  1880s, 
issued  as  a  poster  and  labeled  by  the  T.C.  Will¬ 
iams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco  manufacturers. 
Depicted  is  a  gold  miner  standing  holding  an  un¬ 
believable  large  nugget,  with  scenes  of  mining 
operations  in  the  background.  Two  versions,  one 
tall  and  rectangular  measuring  13  inches  high  by 
6-1/2  inches  wide,  at  $199,  the  other  square, 
measuring  10-1/2  inches  high  by  10-1/2  inches 
wide,  at  $249.  The  square  version  depicts  a  few 
more  background  details.  Order  singly  or  as  a 
pair — certainly  a  nice  “go-with”  item  for  any  dis¬ 
play  of  California-related  gold! 

Gold  Mineral  and  Crystal  Specimens 

Colorado  Quartz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA. 

Famous  “pocket”  mine  near  the  Diltz  Mine.  Very 
nice  specimen  of  crystallized  gold.  Longest  di¬ 
mension  about  33  mm .  1,960 

Diltz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA.  Native  gold  with 
arsenopyrite,  from  a  famous  mine.  Examples, 
once  seen  with  some  frequency,  are  very  elusive 
today.  Largest  dimension  about  65  mm.  .  1,465 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  District  of 
claims  worked  generally  from  1855  to  the  mod¬ 
em  era.  Large  and  impressive  crystalline  gold 
specimen,  largest  dimension  about  35  mm.,  38 

grams  weight.  Beautiful! .  1,875 

Eagle’s  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  Large  and 
impressive  crystalline  gold  specimen,  “very  three 
dimensional,”  largest  dimension  about  50  mm., 

39.6 grams  weight.  Beautiful!  .  1,965 

16-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Spectacular  “tree”  of  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60  mm. 
A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study  specimen 

located  by  QDB .  6,300 

Oriental  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA.  Na¬ 
tive  gold  on  white  quartz  crystals,  from  a  mine  first 
worked  circa  1854,  and  near  the  famous  16-to-l 
Mine.  Largest  dimension  about  40  mm.  ...  1,340 
Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  from  circa 
1 930s  and  from  the  old  DeMaria  and  Garbe  Mine 
(later  incorporated  into  the  Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a 
consolidation  of  about  10  different  claims).  14.8 
grams.  A  lovely  specimen  of  leaf  gold .  1,845 


CANADIAN  COINS 


Canadian  One-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 295 

1946  SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  obverse  cameo  contrast . 235 

1946  SP-63  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red .  195 

1949  SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 
Pedigreed  to  the  Pittman  sale . 249 


Canadian  Five-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Highly  brilliant  with  a  touch 
of  frosty  cameo  contrast.  A  pleaser . 295 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-65  (PCGS).  295 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-64  (PCGS).  150 

Canadian  Ten-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Modest  cameo  contrast  and  a 

hint  of  lovely  golden  toning . 375 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-66  (PCGS).  Delightfully  bril¬ 
liant  and  aesthetically  appealing . 395 

1947  SP-65  (PCGS) . 395 

1948  SP-66  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  light  cameo 

contrast .  375 

1950  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

Canadian  Twenty-Five  Cent  Pieces 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 495 

1948  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  beauty  with  heavily 
prooflike  fields.  An  important  key  date  within  the 
denomination.  Among  the  highlights  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  group,  particularly  where  quality  and  appeal 
are  concerned.  We  have  a  small  number  of  these, 
some  brilliant,  and  others  that  are  delicately  toned 
with  gold  and  amber  highlights  at  the  rims.  Take 
your  pick! . ,■ . 995 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lively  cameo 
contrast . , . . . . 450 

1950  SP-66  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  frost  adorns  the 
motifs  of  this  delightfully  brilliant  gem . 595 


Canadian  Five  Dollar  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold 
with  olive  highlights  and  full  mint  lustre.  A  lovely 
example  of  the  type  and  date .  1,175 


WORLD  COINS 


Coins  of  the  Ancient  World 

Ancient  Greece.  Thrace,  (circa  43-42  B.C.).  AU 
stater.  Sear-1733.  Choice  Mint  State  on  a  broad 
flan.  Fully  lustrous  rich  yellow  gold  bearing  a  full 
impression,  essentially  as  struck  two  millennia  later. 
Struck  in  the  name  ofKing  Koson  of  Thrace,  this 
type  shows  the  name  of  Koson  in  the  exergue  be¬ 
low  three  figures  in  procession.  These  three  figures 
are  copied  from  a  Roman  Republican  denarius 
struck  by  Brutus,  who  fell  into  the  ranks  ofhistori- 
cal  ignominy  after  murdering  Julius  Caesar.  The 
same  Brutus,  whose  BR  monogram  may  be  seen 
on  the  left  side  of  the  obverse,  was  an  official  in 
nearby  Macedon  in  43  B.C.  when  these  gold  coins 
were  struck  for  him  in  Thrace.  The  hoard  of  gold 
coins  which  yielded  this  specimen  and  the  one  that 
follows  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  a  payroll  for 
Brutus’  Republican  troops  in  the  region,  who  lost 
badly  at  Philippi  in  42  B.C.  This  loss  proved  to  be 
the  end  of  Brutus,  as  he  fell  on  his  own  sword  in 
the  wake  of  the  defeat.  This  coin  is  a  beautiful  and 
fascinating  connection  to  one  of  the  most  famous 

personalities  of  ancient  history .  1079 

Another,  as  above.  Mint  State.  Struck  on  a 
slightly  smaller  flan,  richly  lustrous  and  very  at¬ 
tractive . 759 

Ancient  Greece.  Chalkis.  (338-308  B.C.).  AR 
drachm.  Sear-2482.  Choice  Fine.  Lovely  pewter 
gray  with  some  darker  toning.  Splendid  eye  ap¬ 
peal,  just  problem  free  for  the  grade.  This  piece 
was  used  as  the  plate  coin  in  O.  Picard’s  Chalcis  et 
la  Confederation  Eubeenne  for  his  die  marriage  10- 

j.  Hera  /  eagle  flying  with  snake  in  talons . 79 

Ancient  Greece.  Illyria,  Epidamnos.  (229-100  B.C.). 
AR  drachm.  Sear  1899-1901.  Very  Good  to  Fine. 
We  recently  purchased  a  small  group  of  errors, 
five  pieces  which  include  two  brockages,  one  par¬ 
tial  brockage,  one  double  strike,  and  an  indent 
error.  Each  is  an  interesting  look  into  ancient 
minting  techniques,  and  each  is  available  for  59. 
Purchase  the  whole  group  of  above  errors  for  259 
Ancient  Greece.  Macedonia.  Alexander  III  “the 
Great”  (336-323  B.C.).  AR  tetradrachm.  Sear- 
6721.  About  Very  Fine.  Even  silver  gray.  Choice 
for  the  grade  with  no  problems  to  note,  and  cen¬ 
tered  such  that  the  full  portrait  of  Alexander  as 
Hercules  and  his  name  on  the  reverse  are  on  the 
planchet.  A  worthy  specimen  of  this  popular  large 

silver  coin  of  Alexander  the  Great .  289 

Ancient  Greece.  Macedonia.  Alexander  III  “the 
Great”  (336-323  B.C.).  AR  drachm.  Sear-6730. 
Fine  to  Very  Fine.  We  presently  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  small  group  of  these  popular 
coins  in  stock,  which  feature  the  visage  of 
Alexander  as  Hercules  on  the  obverse  and  the 
seated  portrait  of  Zeus  on  the  reverse  with 
Alexander’s  name.  Each  was  hand-selected  for 
centering  and  overall  quality — and  each  is  a  very 
nice  circulated  specimen  of  one  of  the  major  trade 
coins  of  the  eastern  Mediterranean  and  beyond  in 

the  pre-Christian  era .  169 

Ancient  Greece.  Macedonia.  Alexander  III  “the 
Great”  (336-323  B.C.).  AE  20.  Sear-6739.  Very 
Fine.  Dark  chocolate  brown  with  some  brassy 
highlights.  Somewhat  crude  depiction  of 
Alexander  on  the  obverse/club  and  bow  on  re¬ 
verse  with  Alexander’s  name  between.  This  is  a 
very  attractive  copper  coin  of  Alexander,  an  in¬ 
teresting  numismatic  item  and  one  of  the  less  ex¬ 
pensive  ways  to  own  a  coin  of  Alexander  the 

Great.  Most  appealing  and  only . 89 

Ancient  Greece.  Phoenicia.  Byblos.  (400-333  B.C.).  AR 
1/8  shekel.  Sear-6010.  Very  Fine.  Light  to  medium 
silver  gray  with  some  very  light  corrosion  from  burial. 
A  fascinating  little  coin  from  this  important  and  an¬ 
cient  city  on  what  is  now  the  coast  ofLebanon,  struck 
in  the  name  ofKing  Adramelek  whose  name  appears 
on  the  coin  in  Phoenician  lettering.  Phoenician  script 
is  the  antecedent  of  our  own  Roman  lettering 
(through  the  Greeks,  of  course),  and  Byblos  is 
thought  to  have  been  where  it  was  first  used.  The 
name  of  the  town  comes  from  the  ancient  Greek 
word  for  papyrus — Byblos  was  the  primary  port  were 
Egyptian  papyrus  was  purchased  by  the  Greeks.  All 
of  this  history  in  a  coin  measuring  only  one  centimeter 
across!  We  have  a  small  group  of  these  pieces  avail¬ 
able,  and  they  make  splendid  gifts  at  only . 79 

Ancient  Greece.  Sicily,  Syracuse.  (310-305  B.C.) 
AR  tetradrachm.  As  SNG  ANS  637,  Ierardi 
(AJN  7-8)  48.  Extremely  Fine.  Pleasing  silver 
gray  with  much  lustre  remaining.  Immense  eye 
appeal.  One  of  the  pinnacles  of  Greek  coinage  art, 
the  Syracusan  tetradrachms  of  Agathocles  (317-289 
B.C.)  feature  Arethusa  on  the  obverse  surrounded 
by  three  dolphins  and  the  reverse  shows  the  clas¬ 
sic  quadriga,  or  chariot  drawn  by  four  horses,  with 
a  triskeles  above  (also  used  on  the  coinage  of  the  Isle 
of  Man)  and  the  Greek  rendering  of  Syracuse  be¬ 
low  the  exergual  line.  A  coin  such  as  this  is  as  much 
ancient  art  as  it  is  monetary  utensil  and  is  truly  a 
delight  to  behold.  The  slightly  earlier  Syracusan 
decadrachm  are  one  of  the  most  famous  ancient 
coins  and  are  typically  in  the  six  figure  range.  This 
gorgeous  tetradrachm  is  . .  2,149 


The  Numismatic  Mystery  of  Charles  Cummings 


Mention  the  name  of  Col.  Charles  H. 
Cummings  to  even  a  super-dedicated  numis¬ 
matic  scholar  and  you  are  apt  to  receive  a 
blank  stare.  However,  in  his  time  Cummings 
either  was  a  dedicated  collector  and  had  a  lot 
of  “stuff,”  or  perhaps  he  made  a  major  pur¬ 
chase  in  one  fell  swoop,  and  never  dabbled  in 
the  hobby  deeply.  These  are  things  to  be 
found  out. 

We  do  know  that  on  June  14-16,  1923, 
William  Hesslein,  101  Tremont  Street,  Bos¬ 
ton,  conducted  an  auction  which  featured  the 
estate  collection  of  Cummings,  who  had  died 
the  year  before.  The  sale  hit  its  stride  with  full 
gold  Proof  sets— really  amazing!  These  were 
absolutely  complete  from  1885  to  1907— a 
numismatic  treasure  if  there  ever  was  one. 

When  the  sale  took  place,  the  1 885  gold 


Proof  set  sold  for  $52.50,  the  1886  for  the 
same  sum,  the  1887  for  $72.50  (top  price  for 
a  set),  1888  ($52.50),  1889  ($52.50),  1890  to 
1907  $41  each  except  for  1893  and  1900  at 
$41.50each.Thesetsfrom  1890  to  1907  each 
had  four  coins  with  a  total  face  value  of  $37. 50. 

Hesslein  commented  in  the  catalogue: 
“To  state  that  the  above  Proof  sets  are  rare  is 
hardly  necessary,  and  I  predict  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  such  sets  as  are  offered 
above  will  be  worth  at  least  five  times  their 
face  value. ..Who  is  going  to  own  these?” 

Then  followed,  beginning  with  Lot  1391, 
a  group  of  foreign  gold  coins,  mostly  of  unim¬ 
portant  19th-century  issues  in  varying  de¬ 
grees  of  preservation,  many  of  which  sold  for 
in  the  $5  to  $10  range  or  even  less;  scarcely 
more  than  face  value.  Lot  1465  was  an  1850 
Proof  set,  “the  1  /2C  and  1 C  are  not  brilliant,” 
which  fetched  $43.50  against  “records  over 
$40.00  for  this  set.”  The  next  lot,  an  1 854  set 
(likewise  with  dull  copper),  brought  $46.00, 
followed  by  an  1856  set  (cent  with  slanting  5 
in  date;  copper  dull)  at  $32.00,  and  1857  set 
(with  both  types  of  cents;  copper  half  cent  and 
cent  “more  or  less  tarnished”)  at  $34.00,  an 
1858  set  (just  one  Flying  Eagle  cent,  letter  size 
not  stated)  $42.50,  1859  ($3.90),  continuing 
onward  until  1908  ($1.05).  The  balance  of  the 
consignment,  apparently  through  Lot  1628, 


was  quite  miscellaneous,  U.S.  and  foreign, 
except  for  a  1796  16-star  half  dollar  “Strictly 
Fine  and  better...  Cost  $125.00  years  ago  and 
should  be  worth  a  good  deal  more  today.” 

Digging  a  little  more  deeply,  we  find  that 
Charles  H.  Cummings  of  New  York  years 
earlier  had  married  Miss  Mary  Packer,  the  only 
surviving  child  of  the  late  Judge  Asa  Packer, 
who  was  the  major  force  behind  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad.  Packer  held  forth  in  a  mansion 
in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  a  structure  stiH 
standing  today  and  open  to  the  public  as  a 
historical  and  tourist  attraction.  Some  years 
back  when  Olympic  athlete  Jim  Thorpe,  a 
native  American,  was  refused  burial  in  a  cer¬ 


tain  cemetery,  Mauch  Chunk  rallied  to  the 
cause,  offered  space  for  interment,  and  changed 
its  town  name  to  Jim  Thorpe,  becoming  Jim 
Thorpe,  Pennsylvania.  The  term  Mauch  Chunk, 
preserved  on  National  Bank  Notes,  old  post¬ 
cards,  and  many  other  places,  faded  into  ob¬ 
scurity,  particularly  with  the  younger  set. 

Miss  Packer  was  quite  the  bride,  and  a 
contemporary  report  stated  that  she  may 
have  had  the  largest  income  of  any  eligible 
woman  in  the  entire  United  States,  one  esti¬ 
mate  being  about  $1,500  per  day,  which  in 
terms  of  money  now  in  the  year  2001  might 
be  something  like  $100,000  or  $200,000  a 
day.  Suffice  it  to  say,  this  was  certainly  enough 
for  the  newlyweds  to  “get  along”  on! 

Cummings  himself  was  a  man  of  ambition, 
and  starting  as  a  conductor  on  the  Lehigh 


Railroad,  worked  hard  until  he  managed  the 
New  York  division  of  the  line. 

The  scene  changes  to  Meredith,  New 
Hampshire,  located  on  Lake  Winnipesaukee, 
today  about  two  hours  north  of  Boston  by 
automobile.  Sometime  in  the  late  19th  cen¬ 
tury  Col.  Cummings  set  up  a  beautiful  estate, 
what  we  might  call  a  “compound”  now,  on 
Meredith  Neck,  near  an  extension  of  land 
called  Spindle  Point. 

This  illustration  above  shows  Lake  Winni¬ 
pesaukee  and  in  the  foreground  a  group  of  the 
Cummings’  buildings.  At  the  very  tip  an  obser¬ 
vatory  was  built,  a  stone  tower  with  a  lookout, 
somewhat  resembling  a  lighthouse.  This  stands 
today  and  is  a  familiar  site  for  boaters.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  this  site  is  less  than  an  hour’s  drive  from 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  office. 

Cummings  enjoyed  the  trappings  of  a 
luxurious  life,  and  on  his  estate  he  had  a 
beautifully  furnished  guesthouse,  one  of  the 
accoutrements  being  a  large  Welte  orchestrion 
or  self-playing  orchestra,  operated  by  perfo¬ 
rated  paper  rolls.  As  fortune  would  have  it, 
much  of  the  estate  burned  to  the  ground  after 
World  War  II.  My  friend,  Murray  Clark,  who 
operates  Clark’s  Trading  Post  (in  Lincoln, 
New  Hampshie),  recalled  that  as  a  young  man 
he  visited  the  ashes  and  found  what  remained 
of  some  of  the  brass  trumpet  pipes  in  the 
orchestrion. 

By  another  coincidence,  a  few  years  ago 
the  late  Eddie  Clark,  Murray’s  nephew,  came 
across  several  large  cardboard  boxes  filled 
with  correspondence,  invoices,  and  other 
material  from  Cummings,  primarily  datelined 
New  York  City  and  revealing  different  pur¬ 
chases  for  living  expenses,  luxuries,  and  enjoy¬ 
ment.  In  some  future  time  I  hope  to  go  through 
these  and  see  if  there  is  any  mention  of  coins. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  drove  to  Spindle  Point  to 
look  around.  The  old  observatory  still  stands, 
as  mentioned,  but  among  the  buildings  all  that 
remains  is  an  old  wooden  barn,  surrounded  by 
cottages  and  scattered  houses  set  up  in  recent 
decades  by  vacationers.  Cummings  Cove  is  still 
on  the  map  and  tells  where  his  beachfront  once 
was.  Today  there  are  modern  boat  moorings 
there  and  many  happy  vacationers. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more 
about  Cummings.  He  obviously  enjoyed  ad¬ 
venture,  as  many  numismatists  do,  and  in 
1 887  he  went  through  the  American  West  in 
a  private  railway  car,  and  published  a  pam¬ 
phlet  titled  “Special  Trip  to  Colorado  and 
California  in  the  Wagner  Private  Car  Wan¬ 
derer.”  He  must  have  had  a  good  time,  for  in 
1890  he  took  another  trip,  perhaps  on  an 
improved  model,  in  the  Special  Wagner  Pri¬ 
vate  Car  Mariquita,  and  again  published  a 
booklet. 

A  tidbit  from  our  Internet  site,  “Coin  Collecting  News 
and  Views  by  Dave  Bowers."  Check  other  messages  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com . 
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Egypt,  under  Rome.  Antoninus  Pius  (138-161  A.D.). 
Year  13  (149-50  A.D.)  AE  drachm.  Milne  2062. 
Very  Good.  Medium  brown  with  olive  high¬ 
lights.  Evenly  worn  and  well-circulated,  but  the 
bust  of  Auitoninus  Pius  remains  bold  and  the  all- 
important  reverse  type  is  well-detailed.  This  fas¬ 
cinating  bronze  from  Roman  Egypt  shows  the 
god  Nilus,  the  god  of  the  Nile,  shown  with  a 
crocodile!  Even  in  the  2nd  century  A.D.,  Egypt 
was  best  known  for  its  river  and  her  crocodiles. 
This  coin  shows  Nilus  receiving  a  wreath  from  a 
tiny  genius  who  stands  on  his  chest.  A  delightful 

coin  from  ancient  Egypt  for  only . 239 

Gaul,  under  Rome.  Augustus  and  Agrippa  (16- 
10  B.C.).  AE  26.  Sear-158.  Very  Fine.  Hand¬ 
some  deep  jade  patina,  designs  well  centered  and 
bold.  Struck  for  the  Roman  colony  at  modem  day 
Nimes,  France  (then  Nemausus,  Gaul),  this  piece 
features  the  addorsed  busts  of  Augustus  and 
Agrippa  on  the  obverse  and  a  palm  tree  and  croco¬ 
dile  on  the  reverse!  A  difficult  type  to  find  in  su¬ 
perlative  condition,  the  present  piece  is  in  a 

collectible  grade  and  may  be  yours  for  . 595 

Syria,  under  Rome.  Antioch.  Caracalla.  (213-217 

A. D.).  AR  tetradrachm.  Sear-2649.  Choice  Ex¬ 

tremely  Fine.  Pewter  gray  with  some  remaining 
lustre  and  pleasant  old  cabinet  toning.  Beautifully 
preserved .  389 

Roman  Republic,  (ca.  82  B.C.).  AR  serrate  denarius. 
Sear  Crepusia  1.  Fine.  Choice  dark  pewter  gray 
with  a  bold  strike.  A  beautiful  depiction  of 
Apollo/Rider  on  horseback  with  P  CREPUSI 

below.  An  especially  pleasing  type .  129 

Roman  Republic.  (82  B.C.).  AR  serrate  denarius. 
Sear  Mamilia  6.  Very  Fine.  Obverse  shows  Mer¬ 
cury  to  the  right,  reverse  depicts  Ulysses  (or  more 
classically,  Odysseus;  his  name  is  the  root  source 
of  the  English  word  “odyssey”)  and  his  dog,  look¬ 
ing  upwards  and  wagging  his  tail  in  recognition 
of  his  master.  Alas,  the  poor  faithful  hound 
dropped  dead  from  sheer  joy  after  laying  eyes  on 
his  beloved  master  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  a 
decade!  A  marvelous  connection  to  one  of  the 
classics  of  ancient  literature,  sure  to  delight  the 

student  or  avid  reader . 219 

Roman  Republic,  (ca.  47  B.C.).  AR  denarius. 
Sear  Plautia  14.  Choice  Very  Fine.  An  im¬ 
pressive  piece  of  Hellenized  Roman  art,  this  piece 
features  a  full-facing  head  of  Medusa  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  with  the  moneyer’s  name  L.  Plautius  below, 
while  the  reverse  shows  the  winged  Aurora,  god¬ 
dess  of  the  dawn,  leading  the  four  horses  of  the 
sun.  Fully  struck  and  well-centered  with  hints  of 
rosy  lustre,  a  real  beauty  with  full  legends  and 

devices  present . 579 

Roman  Republic.  (211-50  B.C.).  AR  denarius.  Fine 
or  so.  We  have  a  nice  grouping  of various  Roman 
Republican  denarii  which  feature  a  variety  of 
popular  designs  like  the  helmeted  Roma,  charg¬ 
ing  quadrigas.  Janus  heads,  and  the  like.  We 
haven’t  attributed  to  these,  and  we  forsee  hours 
of  fun  for  the  beginning  or  serious  collector  of 
these  issues  attributing  these  and  discovering  the 
meanings  of  the  designs  and  legends.  We  can  help 

you  select  an  interesting  one  for  .  129 

Oryou  can  take  a  group  of  five  (our  choice)  for  599 

Or  a  group  often  pieces  (our  choice)  for  . 1059 

Rome.  Imperatorial  period.  Julius  Caesar  (49-48 

B. C.).  AR  denarius.  Sear-353.  Fine.  Pleasing  sil¬ 

ver  gray  with  a  touch  of  corrosion.  Elephant 
tramples  snake  with  CAESAR  below/religious 
implements.  A  popular  type . 239 

Same  as  above,  but  Very  Good  with  fight  corro¬ 
sion . 219 

Rome.  Empire.  Augustus  (27  B.C.-14  A.D).  (2  B.C.- 
14  A.D.).  AR  denarius.  RSC-43a.  Very  Fine. 
Pleasing  medium  silver  gray  with  full  legends. 
Two  tiny  edge  chips  are  noted  for  accuracy. .  99 
Rome.  Empire.  Augustus.  (11-12  A.D.).  AE  as.  Sear- 
507.  Very  Fine.  Very  attractive  medium  and  dark 
brown.  Full  obverse  legends  present  with  a  hand¬ 
some  portrait,  most  reverse  legends  present  around 
a  large  SC  (for  senatus  consultum).  A  great  look¬ 
ing  specimen  of  this  typical  bronze  of  Augustus, 
about  the  size  and  color  of  a  U.S.  large  cent.  259 
Rome.  Empire.  Caligula  (37-41  A.D.).  AE  as.  Sear- 
61 6.  Very  Fine.  Choice  dark  brown  patina.  Boldly 
struck  and  well  centered,  with  full  obverse  leg¬ 
ends.  Caius  Caesar  is  better  known  as  Caligula 
after  the  “cafiga”  or  half-boot  he  wore  as  part  of 
his  military  uniform  when  only  a  child.  As  an 
emperor,  his  debauchery  became  well-known 
and  he  named  his  hone  to  the  Roman  Senate,  and 
he  was  murdered  on  January  24,  41  A.D.  This  as 
shows  a  handsome  bust  of  Caligula  on  the  obverse 
and  a  seated  depiction  of  Vesta,  the  goddess  of 
family  and  domestic  life.  One  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  of  the  Twelve  Caesars .  439 

Rome.  Empire.  Vespasian  (69-79  A.D.).  (76  A.D.) 
AE  as.  RIC-583a.  Very  Fine.  Choice  and  glossy 
emerald  green  patina  gives  this  coin  impressive 
visual  appeal.  An  expressive  portrait  ofVespasian 
is  on  the  obverse,  while  a  standing  Spes,  goddess 
ofhope,  is  on  the  reverse.  Vespasian  rose  to  power 
after  his  successes  injudea  during  the  First  Revolt, 
ending  the  Civil  Wars  that  saw  three  different 
men  as  emperor  in  69  A.D.  before  he  was  pro¬ 
claimed  emperor.  He  ruled  for  a  decade  before  his 
elder  son  Titus  took  the  throne  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  A  lovely  piece  of  Roman  bronze  certain  to 

delight  any  collector . 479 

Rome.  Empire.  Titus  (79-81  A.D.)  (80  A.D.).  AR 
denarius.  Sear-845.  Very  Fine.  Silver  gray  with  a 


bold  strike  on  a  wide  flan.  Full  obverse  legends 
present  with  a  thick-headed  portrait  of  the  mili¬ 
tant  but  gentle  Titus.  Popular  reverse  type  with 

dolphin  wrapped  around  an  anchor . 399 

Rome.  Empire.  Domitian  (81-96  A.D.)  Under 
Titus,  (79-81  A.D.).  AE  as.  Sear-889.  Choice 
Very  Fine.  Glossy  deep  green  patina  and  splen¬ 
did  eye  appeal.  Very  nice  portrait  style  and  a  fully 
legible  obverse  legend.  This  would  make  a  very 
nice  “type  coin”  in  a  set  of  Twelve  Caesars  or 

other  Roman  Imperial  collection . 529 

Rome.  Empire.  Trajan  (98-117  A.D.).  (103-111 
A.D.)  AR  denarius.  RSC-537.  About  Very  Fine. 
Dusky  silver  gray.  Well-centered  with  a  good 
style  portrait  of  Trajan,  under  whose  administra¬ 
tion  the  Roman  Empire  reached  its  largest  extent. 
This  type  noted  Trajan’s  victories  in  Germany  and 
Dacia,  and  it  depicts  a  captive  seated  under  a  mili¬ 
tary  trophy  on  the  reverse .  69 

Rome.  Empire.  Trajan.  (112-117  A.D.).  AR 
denarius.  Sear-987.  Extremely  Fine.  Choice  sil¬ 
ver  gray  with  lots  of  remaining  lustre,  particularly 
on  the  obverse.  Nice  style  portrait,  designs  well- 
centered  with  full  obverse  and  reverse  legends.  A 
bold  and  highly  attractive  depiction  of  Trajan 

from  the  final  years  of  his  reign .  179 

Rome.  Empire.  Caracalla  (198-217  A.D.).  (206  A.D.). 
AR  denarius.  RSC-139.  Mint  State.  Silver  gray 
with  foil  lustre  and  sharp  details.  Some  microscopic 
roughness  is  present  on  the  reverse  but  it  detracts 
nothing  from  this  coin’s  excellent  visual  appeal. 
Attractive  portrait  of  the  hirsute  emperor  Caracalla, 
who  was  only  1 0  when  he  became  Augustus.  This 
piece  was  struck  when  he  was  1 8  years  old;  he  was 

murdered  11  years  later .  219 

Rome.  Empire.  Caracalla.  (208-217  A.D.).  AR 

denarius.  Sear-1925.  Extremely  Fine.  Much  lus¬ 
tre  and  detail  remains,  though  there  is  some 
minute  roughness.  Reverse  type  ofMoneta  with 
her  scales  and  cornucopia  in  hand .  109 

WORLD  COPPER  COINS 

Austria 

1800-A  one  kreuzer.  KM-2111.  MS-63  RB.  Lots 
of  bright  mint  color  dominates  this  delightful 
copper.  Some  central  planchet  flaws  are  typical  of 
the  issue . 35 

France 

(1799)  An  7  un  decime.  KM-137.9.  MS-64  BN 
(NGC).  Lustrous  even  chocolate  brown  with  plen¬ 
tiful  mint  color  remaining  in  protected  areas  of  the 
reverse.  The  only  condition  that  could  be  called 1  ‘typi¬ 
cal”  for  French  Revolutionary  coppers  is  well-worn, 
and  finding  a  choice  Mint  State  piece  is  no  small  feat. 
The  present  specimen  has  great  eye  appeal . 359 

Great  Britain  —  England 

Charles  I  (1625-1649)  Rose  farthing.  Peck-323. 
VF-20.  Single  Rose  type,  transitional  muling. 
Mullet  /  crescent  mintmark.  Olive-brown  with 
some  natural  edge  roughness,  as  struck.  Well-cen¬ 
tered  with  foil  legends  and  design  details.  A  very 

rare  issue  with  a  price  that  says  otherwise . 79 

William  and  Maty  (1688-1694).  1694  halfpenny. 
KM-475.3.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  A  few  tiny 
areas  of  porosity  are  present,  as  virtually  always 
seen  for  the  issue,  but  much  sharper  than  the  date 
is  typically  found.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Sec¬ 
ond  N  in  BRITANNIA  sharply  double  punched. 
Rare  so  fine,  yet  priced  below  the  Krause-Mishler 
EF  level.  Just  one  available,  so  call  quickly!  399 
George  I  (1714-1727).  1717  halfpenny.  KM-549, 
the  “Dump”  issue.  VF-25.  Glossy  mottled  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  a  well-centered  and  sharp 
strike.  Choice  in  all  respects  and  a  bargain  at  99 
George  I.  1718  halfpenny.  KM-549,  the  “Dump 
issue.  VF-20.  Nice  dark  chocolate  brown  with 
hard  and  smooth  surfaces.  A  die  break,  somewhat 
like  the  “mouse”  break  on  1817  large  cents,  give 
George  the  appearance  of  having  a  goatee.  A  nice 

example  of  the  date  or  type . 99 

George  II  (1727-1760).  1752  halfpenny.  KM- 
579.2.  AU-58.  Many  would  call  this  chocolate 
brown  beauty  Mint  State!  Glossy  with  traces  of 
red  in  the  recessed  areas.  Sharply  struck  and  im¬ 
pressive  to  behold . 329 

George  II.  1753  halfpenny.  KM-579.2.  AU-58. 
Another  impressive  copper  of  George  II.  Glossy 
medium  tan  with  lustrous  surfaces  that  are  essen¬ 
tially  devoid  of  marks.  This  is  what  choice  18th- 

century  copper  is  all  about! . 329 

George  II.  1754  halfpenny.  KM-579.2.  AU-58.  Yet 
another  high-quality  British  copper.  Rich,  deep 
tan  surfaces  show  plenty  oflustre  and  gloss.  With 
three  beautiful  AU-58  George  II  coppers  to 
choose  from,  you  can’t  go  wrong.  Why  not  start 

a  date  set  right  now?  . 329 

George  III  (1760-1820).  1773  girthing.  KM-602.  VF- 
30.  Pleasing  glossy  medium  brown  with  nice  eye 
appeal.  A  single  tiny  spot  of  verdigris  blends  into  the 
obverse  legend.  Struck  from  regal  dies,  though  imi¬ 
tations  of  this  date  are  common.  A  delightful  farthing 
from  the  year  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party  for  only  69 
George  III.  1797  twopence.  KM-619,  the  “Cart¬ 
wheel.”  EF-45.  Choice  medium  brown.  The  surfaces 
are  immaculate  for  the  grade,  and  the  rims  are  as  nice 
as  ever  found  on  this  issue  that  is  typically  plagued  by 
heavy  rim  bumps.  A  high  quality  specimen  of  this 
famous  emission  ofMatthew  Boulton’s  mint,  one  of 
the  great  pioneers  of  coining  technology .  119 


Victoria.  1866  1/3  farthing.  KM-750.  MS-64  RD. 
Full  mint  color  with  immense  eye  appeal.  Some 
planchet  depressions  are  present,  as  struck.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  this  bizarre  denomination, 
struck  for  circulation  in  Malta . 49 

Victoria.  1863  penny.  KM-749.2.  MS-63  RB. 
Frosty  and  lustrous  with  subdued  fiery  red  surfaces. 
A  sharp  and  appealing  coin  in  all  respects . 99 

Victoria.  1866  penny.  KM-749.2.  MS-63  RB. 
Splashes  of  warm  mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A 
truly  delightful  coin  for  the  grade.  A  natural 
planchet  flaw,  as  struck,  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse 
rim  at  8:00,  but  it  does  not  detract  in  the  least  from 
the  overall  quality  of  this  lovely  copper  (with  our 
30-day  return  policy,  how  can  you  lose?) . 99 

Victoria.  1876-H  penny.  Large  Date.  KM-755.  MS- 

63  RB.  A  satiny,  frosty  beauty  from  England’s 

Heaton  Mint.  Even  but  lightly  subdued  red  on 
both  sides.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade . 99 

Victoria.  1897  penny.  Veiled  Head.  KM-790.  MS- 

64  RD.  A  lovely  penny  with  strong  lustre  on 

frosty  surfaces . 29 

Great  Britain  -  Ireland 

George  III.  1806  farthing.  KM-146b.  PR-63  BN. 
Pleasing  chestnut  surfaces  and  a  bold  strike  assure 
the  appeal  of  this  delightful  Irish  farthing.  ..219 

Great  Britain  -  Tokens 

1794  Daniel  Eccleston  halfpenny.  D&H-57, 
Lancashire.  MS-63  BN.  Prooflike  dark  chocolate 
brown.  Daniel  Eccleston  regularly  corresponded 
with  Thomas  Jefferson  and  is  responsible  for  the 
famous  1805  Washington  medal  which  bears  his 
name.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular 
Conder  token .  125 

Israel 

1949  (5709)  50prutah.  With  pearl.  KM-13.1.  MS- 
60.  Lustrous  and  lightly  prooflike  with  superb  eye 
appeal  for  the  grade.  One  of  the  first  coins  of 
modem  Israel,  struck  in  copper-nickel  with  a  sil¬ 
very  appearance . 29 

Lundy  Island 

1929  half  puffin.  KM-Tn  1.  MS-64  RD.  A  bright 
and  beautiful  token,  issued  by  Martin  Coles 
Harmon,  private  owner  of  Lundy  Island  at  the  time 
of  issue.  Lettered  edge  reads:  LUNDY  LIGHTS 
AND  LEADS.  The  reverse  of  this  popular  token 
shows  the  head  of  a  puffin,  a  local  parrot-like  bird. 
Interesting  and  priced  right  at . 30 

Philippines 

1903  half  centavo.  KM-162.  Struck  under  United 
States  occupation.  MS-63  RB.  Medium  brown 
and  rose  with  lots  of  mint  color.  Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive.  1903  was  the  first  year  of  issue  for  these 
Philippines-United  States  coins,  forgotten  by  many 
American  collectors  but  listed  in  the  Red  Book 
nonetheless.  Such  pieces  are  quite  undervalued 
compared  to  other  United  States  pieces  of  the  pe¬ 
riod.  Perhaps  you’ll  start  collecting  them  soon  as  an 
addition  to  your  US  coin  holdings?  .  19 

1903  centavo.  KM-163.  Struck  under  United  States 
occupation.  MS-63  RB.  Fully  lustrous  with  lots  of 
mint  color.  An  appealing  example  of  this  first  centavo 
after  the  United  States  took  control  of  the  Pliilippine 
Islands  following  the  Spanish- American  War  ...  25 

Russia 

1727  5  kopecks.  KM-179.  KAmint.  F-12.  Mottled 
medium  and  darker  brown  on  smooth  surfaces. 
Very  attractive  for  the  grade,  a  worthwhile  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  issue .  159 

1765  2  kopecks.  KM-58.6.  St.  Petersburg  mint.  F- 
1 5 .  Pleasing  medium  brown.  A  few  tiny  rim  flaws 
and  typical  scattered  pits  do  not  detract  from  this 
piece’s  eye  appeal.  A  nice  piece  of  Russian  cop¬ 
per  from  Catherine  the  Great . 39 

1790/89  5  kopecks.  KM-59.3.  Ekaterinburg  mint.  EF- 
40.  Medium  brown  with  some  golden  highlights.  A 
well-detailed  and  very  sharp  specimen  of  this  large 
copper  type  coin,  with  an  overdate  unlisted  in  KM 
for  added  interest.  A  few  years  ago,  before  a  substan¬ 
tial  hoard  of  these  pieces  appeared,  this  specimen 
would  have  cost  multiples  of  our  price  in  such  a  fine 
state  of  preservation.  No  undertype  is  visible .  69 

Russia  -  USSR 

1924  3  kopeck.  KM-78.  Plain  edge.  MS-63  RB. 
Fully  lustrous  with  plentiful  mint  color  and  sedate 
pale  blue  highlights.  A  beautiful  specimen  from 
the  first  year  of  this  unusual  denomination.  ..  79 

Sierra  Leone 

1791  cent.  KM-1.  Proof-63  (PCI).  Reflective  dark 
chocolate  brown  and  steel  with  some  remaining  mint 
color  in  protected  parts  of  the  design.  This  issue  de¬ 
serves  a  special  footnote  in  American  history  as  the  first 
“cent”  coins  outside  of  Massachusetts,  even  before 
the  U.S.  Mint  ever  coined  a  cent.  Sierra  Leone  was 
founded  in  1787  by  English  forces  interested  in  re¬ 
settling  freed  slaves  to  Africa  (a  similar  American  or¬ 
ganization  founded  Liberia)  and  equally  interested  in 
taking  advantage  of  Sierra  Leone’s  plentiful  natural 
resources.  The  capitol  at  Freetown  was  established  in 
1788  but  not  permanendy  setded  until  1794.  This 
coin  shows  a  lion  ready  to  leap  on  the  obverse  with 
the  legend  SIERRA  LEONE  COMPANY  AF¬ 
RICA  while  the  reverse  shows  two  hands  shaking 
with  the  denomination  and  date .  249 


WORLD  SILVER  COINS 


Albania 

Under  Italy.  1939R  5  lek.  KM-33.  AU-55.  Stiver 
gray  with  some  subtle  champagne  highlights  and 
pleasing  lustre . 59 

Argentina 

Republic.  1825  BAs  two  soles.  KM-18.  EF-45.  Rich 
stiver  gray  with  some  golden  iridescence.  Some 
lustre  remains,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  excellent. 
A  tiny  mint-made  rim  notch  is  present  at  3:00.  A 
most  appealing  specimen  of  the  popular 
“Sunface”  type .  199 

Australia 

1910  threepence.  KM-18.  MS-63.  Rich  violet  ton¬ 
ing  with  pleasing  lustre.  A  most  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  one  year  type  under  Edward  VII.  79 

Austria 

Austrian  States  —  Olmutz.  1725  thaler.  KM-133, 
Davenport-1218.  AU-50.  Old  toning  in  hues  of 
gold  and  rose  on  deep  stiver  gray  surfaces.  Out¬ 
standing  eye  appeal,  with  much  lustre  still  remain¬ 
ing.  This  handsome  thaler  was  issued  by 
Wolfgang  Hannibal  von  Schrattenbach  in  what 
was  then  the  capital  of  Moravia  (now  the  Czech 
Republic).  A  very  high  quality  coin . 295 

1860-A  florin.  KM-2219.  MS-63.  Intense  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  prooflike  surfaces.  A  touch  of 
golden  toning  is  noted  at  the  rims.  A  beautiful 
coin  and  an  excellent  value . 29 

Bolivia 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  (1575-79)  two  reales.  Philip 
II,  first  period.  EF-40.  Stiver  gray  with  some  darker 
toning.  Very  choice  and  lovely  to  behold,  struck  on 
a  nearly  round  planchet  and  nicely  detailed 
throughout.  The  mintmark  and  assayer  are  bold, 
which  makes  this  piece  datable  to  the  1575-1579 
period  when  Assayer  B  was  in  his  first  period,  and 
the  name  Philip  may  also  be  seen  at  the  rim.  An 
extremely  high  quality  cob  two  reales  from  the 

earliest  era  of  the  Potosi  Mint .  289 

The  mint  at  Potosi  was  founded  in  1574  near  one  of  the 
richest  veins  of  silver  ever  discovered.  It  struck  cobs  until 
1773,  making  it  the  longest-running  producer  of  these 
crude  but  endearing  coins. 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  (1618-22)T  four  reales.  KM- 
9.5.  EF-45.  Attractive  pewter  gray.  Exceptional 
strike  and  eye  appeal,  with  no  loss  of  detail  among 
design  elements  present  on  the  planchet.  The  assayer 
T  is  bold,  though  no  date  is  present.  This  is  the  scarc¬ 
est  denomination  of  cob  in  general  and  is  always  in 
demand  in  such  quality  as  this .  379 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1654  E  eight  reales.  KM- 
21.  VF-25.  Pleasing  silver  gray  with  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  This  piece  is  special  not  only  for  its  three 
assayers  and  plain  date,  but  for  its  most  unusual 
planchet.  This  planchet  style,  thin  and  broad  as  it 
is,  suggests  a  Mexico  cob  much  more  than  the 
usually  small  and  thick  Potosi  cobs  from  this  pe¬ 
riod.  This  broad  eight  reales  will  appeal  to  the 
connoisseur  or  the  student  of  the  series  who  re¬ 
alizes  the  rarity  of  a  piece  like  this  from  the  Potosi 


mint .  289 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1681-1/2  real.  KM-22.  F-15. 
Pewter  gray  with  golden  overtones.  The  date  is  com¬ 
plete  and  bold  and  the  eye  appeal  is  very  nice.  ...  79 


In  Pennsylvania,  whose  patent  was  issued  to  William 
Penn  the  year  this  piece  was  struck,  this  little  half  real  would 
be  called  a  “fip,”  short  for  “five-penny”  for  this  6-1/4  cent 
piece’s  value  in  Pennsylvania  currency. 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1684  V  one  real.  KM-23. 
VF-25.  Dark  pewter  gray  with  some  lighter  high¬ 
lights.  Appealing  oval  shape  and  nice  firm  strike, 
which  has  left  a  clear  “84”  date  and  three  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  V  assayer  symbol,  which  is  scarcer 
than  the  VR  assayer  for  the  same  year.  Struck  in 
the  familiar  pillars  and  waves  style,  a  design  fea¬ 
turing  a  stylized  Pillars  of  Hercules  (or  Gibraltar) 

that  was  also  used  at  the  Lima  Mint .  139 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1687  VR  two  reales.  KM- 
24.  VF-30.  Dark  pewter  gray  on  a  nice  broad 
planchet.  Two  dates  and  two  assayers  are  visible, 
though  the  reverse  is  slightly  rough.  A  highly  ap¬ 
pealing  specimen  of  the  type  or  mint  that  any 

collector  would  be  pleased  to  own . 239 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1763  V  eight  reales.  KM- 
45.  F-15.  This  piece  is  a  perfect  contrast  to  the 
1 654  eight  reales  above,  struck  on  the  typical  small 
and  thick  Potosi  planchet.  Central  design  details 
are  bold  including  the  clear  “763”  date  on  the 
obverse.  This  piece  emerged  smooth  and  attrac¬ 
tive  from  its  tenure  in  circulation,  and  it  repre¬ 
sents  an  excellent  value  at . 209 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1808  PJ-1/2  real.  KM-69. 
AU-58.  Lustrous  rich  stiver  gray  with  some  light 
rose  iridescence.  Full  of  eye  appeal,  a  delightful 

“half  bit.” .  109 

Republic.  1830JL-1/2  sol.  KM-93.2a.  VF-20.  Stiver 
gray  with  some  darker  highlights.  Nicely  detailed 
for  the  assigned  grade.  Bolivia  threw  off  its  Span¬ 
ish  conquerors  in  1825  with  the  help  of  Simon 
Bolivar,  who  is  depicted  on  the  reverse . 12 

China 

Republic.  1934  dollar.  KM-345.  MS-60.  Lustrous  silver 
gray  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  good-looking 
example  of  the  popular  “Junk”  dollar  (so-called  for 
the  junk,  or  family  boat  featured  as  the  design).  .  29 
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Day  1  of  the  Treasure  Voyage 
Thursday,  August  20, 1857 
Gold  treasure  leaves  San 
Francisco  on  the  S.S.  Sonora 
In  the  Pacific  Ocean  en  route 
to  Panama 


Day  21 

September  9, 1857 
Rough  weather  intensifies 


S.S.  Central  America 
Gold  Treasure 


The  Ultimate  Gift 


Birthday/Anniversary,  Wedding/Holiday... 

Do  you  have  a  birthday,  anniversary,  wedding  or  other 
special  occasion  coming  up?  Doing  your  holiday  shop¬ 
ping  early  ?  Then  this  special  offer  is  for  you.  Order  your 
1855  Kellogg  $50  Commemorative  Restrike  today!  One 
of  these  fabulous  restrikes  would  make  a  magnificent  gift 
for  any  occasion,  any  day  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  your  authorized  Kellogg 
$50  Restrike  dealer.  No  more  than  5,000  specimens  can  be 
struck,  creating  a  strictly  limited  edition.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  place  your  order,  contact  Mark  Borckardt  at 
800-222-5993. 

PRICES  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  THE  DATE  STRUCK: 

BELOW  ARE  DATES  AVAILABLE. 

AUGUST  20TH  (first  day  of  striking) . $4,995 

set  sail  from  San  Francisco 

SEPTEMBER  3RD . $4,995 

treasure  crossed  Aspinwall  via  the  Panama  Railroad 

SEPTEMBER  12TH  (last  day  of  striking) . $4,995 

S.S.  Central  America  sinks  in  hurricane 

MILESTONE  TRIO  (8/20, 9/3, 9/12) . $14,500 

Set  includes  a  restrike  from  each  of  the  above  dates. 

COMPLETE  VOYAGE  SET  (8/20-9/12) . $1 04,000 

24  total  restrikes,  one  from  each  date I 


All  About  the  1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  Gold 
Commemorative  Restrikes 

•  Incredible  Importance:  Only  about  a  dozen  original  1855  Kellogg  $50 
coins  are  known,  each  valued  at  $200,000  or  so  (if  you  can  find  one  for  sale), 
and  none  of  which  is  a  gem  Proof.  The  closely  related  commemorative  re¬ 
strikes,  created  by  transfer  die  process  from  the  original  1855  dies,  are  of 
very  high  quality  and  are  highly  affordable. 

•  Incredible  Quality:  Each  1855  commemorative  restrike  has  been  care¬ 
fully  struck  with  a  gem  Proof  finish  and  is  a  specimen  of  exquisite  quality 
and  beauty.  Moreover,  each  restrike  has  been  fitted  in  a  custom  display  case 
with  a  hand  hammered  copper  frame  and  gold-imprinted  purple  ribbons — 
modeled  after  those  created  by  San  Francisco  jewelers,  Shreve  &  Co.,  for 
the  famous  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  commemorative  coins. 

•  Distinguished  Sponsorship:  The  California  Historical  Society  has  lent  its 
imprimatur  to  the  project.  The  C.H.S.  is  a  famous  archive  and  repository 
for  Gold  Rush  history,  research,  and  memorabilia,  and  is  the  organization  in 
its  field. 

•  Gold  from  the  Gold  Rush  and  the  “Ship  of  Gold”:  Each  one  has  been 
struck  from  gold  taken  from  an  original  Gold  Rush  era  ingot  made  in  San 
Francisco  by  Kellogg  &  Humbert — the  same  John  G.  Kellogg  who  issued 
the  fabulous  1855  original  $50.  Each  ingot  has  been  a  part  of  the  recovered 
treasure  from  the  most  famous  of  all  finds,  “The  Ship  of  Gold,”  the  S.S. 
Central  America. 

•  An  Important  Historical  Restrike  In  Its  Own  Right:  As  the  reverse 
inscription  is  new  and  different;  there  is  no  possibility  for  confusing 
the  restrike  with  the  original.  Indeed,  the  1855  commemorative  restrike, 
with  the  inscription  on  the  reverse  ribbon  mentioning  the  S.S.  Central 
America  and  C.H.S.  (California  Historical  Society)  will  be  collected 
separately  and  is  listed  in  the  latest  (2002  edition)  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins. 

•  Struck  in  San  Francisco:  To  further  increase  the  importance  of  this  incred¬ 
ible  commemorative  restrike,  special  arrangements  were  made  to  strike  the 
pieces  at  the  Presidio,  sight  of  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition. 

•  Limited  Edition:  No  more  than  5,000  specimens  can  be  struck,  creating  a 
strictly  limited  edition. 

1  Individual  Craftsmanship:  Each  piece  is 
hand  counterstamped  on  the  reverse  with 
its  exact  date  of  striking. 
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New  York 


a 


ceaz/i 


Sw/as/i/ec 

Oceo/a 


Day  24 

HSH  Saturday,  September  12, 1857 
HHH  The  S.S.  Central  America  in  great  distress 
HH  The  ship  is  lost 
ipIlH  To  the  bottom  of  the  sea 


San  Francisco 


Day  2— At  sea 
August  21, 1857 


Day  23 — The  hurricane  continues 
Friday,  September  11, 1857 


Day  3— At  sea 
August  22,  1857 


Day  22 — Hurricane  at  sea! 
Thursday,  September  10, 1857 


Day  4— At  sea 
August  23, 1857 


Day  5 — At  sea 
August  24,  1857 


ficemx' 


Day  6— At  sea  » 
August  25, 1857  | 
- - - 


Day  20—  Leaving  Havana 

Tuesday,  September  8. 1 857 

■  JHHl  Stroniz  winds  in  the  afternoon 


Day  7— At  sea  j  ' 
August  2b,  1857 


uay  i  > — Arriving  ai  Havana  . i,  . 

Monday,  September  7. 1857  JL  C  C  G pntYal  A 

Overnight  .n  Havana  Harbor  K  '  1  nt  ^ mTai  A 


Day  8— At  sea 
August  27, 1857 


Day  9— At  sea 


August  28,  1857 


Day  18— At  sea  gg 
September  6,  1857  11 


The  $S.  Sonora 

r.„.. 


|  Day  10— At  sea 

|j  August  29,  1857 

i  If® 


Day  11 — At  sea 
August  30, 1857 


Day  17— At  sea 

September  5, 1857 


T 


Tuesday,  September  1, 1857 
Overnight  stop  at  the  port  of  Acapulco 
Day  13 


Day  12— At  sea 
August  31, 1857 


Day  16 — At  sea 
September  4, 1857 
In  the  Atlantic  Ocean 


The  Panama  Railroad 


ATmwa11 

Day 

Thursday,  September  3, 1857 
•  Arrival  at  Panama  City 

Riding  the  Panama  Railroad  overland 
Going  aboard  the  S  .S  Central  America 


The  Treasure  Voyage 

August  20-September  12, 1857 

S.S.  Sonora/Panama  railroad/S.S.  central  America 


Day  14 

Wednesday,  September  2, 1857 
Arrival  in  the  Gulf  of  Panama 


Panama 

City 


Ethiopia 

1889A-1/4  birr.  KM-3.  MS-60.  Struck  at  the  Paris 
Mint  for  King  Menelik  II.  Full  cartwheel  lustre 
with  some  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Silver  gray 
with  attractive  gold  and  pale  blue  accents  at  the 
peripheries . 99 

France 


Napoleon.  181 1-A  5  Francs.  KM-694.1.  AU-55. 
Silver  gray  with  plentiful  lustre  and  good  eye  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  assigned  grade . 209 

AR  1694  jeton.  “Comitia  Burgundia.”  VF  or  so. 
We  recently  were  able  to  purchase  a  small  group 
of  these  jetons,  which  depict  a  large  ship  on  one 
side  and  the  shield  ofBurgandy  on  the  other.  Each 

is  struck  in  silver.  Each  is . 69 

AR  1817  medalet.  Klippe,  or  squared.  EF-40. 
Struck  to  commemorate  the  300th  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  Strassbourg,  featuring  the  legend 
POST  TENEBRAS  LUX  or  “After  darkness, 
light.”  A  fascinating  little  square  (or  diamond¬ 
shaped?)  piece  of  silver .  179 


Germany 


German  States 

Brandenburg-Prussia.  1683  HS  6  groschen.  KM-429. 
MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  bright  silver  gray.  While  this 
issue  is  not  uncommon,  it  is  unusual  to  see  one  in 
this  splendid  condition.  Struck  in  Konigsberg.  109 
Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel.  1676  24  mariengroschen. 
KM-516.  EF-40.  Olive  gray  with  old  toning  in 
shades  of  gold  and  rose.  Well  struck  and  ex¬ 
tremely  appealing.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  the  popular  “Wildman”  type,  whose 
designs  were  inspired  by  German  folk  tales  of  men 
from  the  forest.  This  piece  will  find  a  new  and 

happy  home  quickly  at . 209 

Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel.  1690  24  mariengroschen.  KM- 
559.  VF-25.  Perhaps  technically  finer,  but  some¬ 
what  softly  struck.  Lustrous  residue  of  gold,  rose,  and 
violet  is  still  present  in  protected  areas  and  contrasts 
nicely  with  the  pewter  gray  fields.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  collection  as  a 

representative  of  the  Wildman  type .  179 

Numberg.  1768  SR  thaler.  KM-350,  D-2494.  EF- 
40.  Deep  olive  gray  with  golden  highlights.  Su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal.  This  is  a  very  nice  “City  View” 
thaler,  with  a  depiction  of  the  skyline  (much  of 
which  was  since  destroyed  in  World  War  II)  and 

the  Pegnitz  River.  A  delightful  piece .  529 

Saxony.  1 600  thaler.  D-9820.  VF-30.  Pleasing  pew¬ 
ter  gray  with  golden  highlights.  Soundly  struck  and 
well-detailed.  This  type  shows  the  electors  Chris¬ 
tian  II,  Johann  Georg,  and  Augustus,  the  “Three 
Brothers,”  on  the  obverse,  who  controlled  Saxony 
as  the  Protestant  Reformation  became  more  than 
just  a  local  movement.  Johann  Georg  reigned 
throughout  the  Thirty  Years  War,  though  he  is 
depicted  as  just  a  boy  on  this  type . 275 

Great  Britain  -  England 

Aethelred  II  (978-1016).  (1009-1017)  penny.  Win¬ 
chester  Mint.  North-777.  EF-45.  Deep  silver  gray 
with  impressive  highlights  of  rose,  gold,  and  green. 
Some  residual  lustre  is  present.  Boldly  struck  with 
the  portrait  of  Aethelred  and  peripheral  legends  still 
bold.  This  piece  was  once  bent,  now  straightened 
with  no  loss  of  detail.  A  desirable  specimen.  239 
Elizabeth  (1558-1603).  Fourth  issue  (1578-1582) 
penny.  Seaby-2575.  VF-20.  Even  pewter  gray 
with  excellent  eye  appeal.  Nice  bold  portrait  of 
Elizabeth  and  much  of  the  legends  still  present. 
Struck  when  the  Bard  was  an  adolescent  and 
Drake  was  in  the  process  of  circumnavigating  the 

globe.  A  lovely  specimen  for  only .  149 

Elizabeth.  1575  sixpence.  S-2563.  VF-30.  Pale  sil¬ 
ver  gray.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  and 
a  bold  strike,  with  all  legends  present  and  the  ex¬ 
pressive  portrait  ofElizabeth  well-detailed.  A  very 

desirable  unclipped  specimen . 399 

Charles  I  (1625-1649).  Penny  (1625-1642).  KM- 
80.1,  S-2832.  Tower  Mint.  F-12.  Pewter  gray  with 
darker  gray  and  golden  highlights.  CAROLUS  is 
very  bold  and  the  portrait  and  denomination  are 
still  present,  as  is  the  central  reverse  devices.  Worn, 
but  attractive  and  affordable  at . 29 

Much  was  happening  in  the  American  colonies  when 
pennies  like  this  were  the  coin  of  the  realm.  John  Winthrop 
arrived  at  Salem,  Massachusetts  and  began  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  colony,  Rhode  Island  was  founded  by  some  Massachu¬ 
setts  expatriots,  and  Virginia  setders  were  moving  up  the 
James  River.  It  is  easy  to  think  of  “colonial  America”  in 
essentialized  18th-century  terms,  but  more  of  America’s 
colonial  history  took  place  in  the  17th  century  than  the  18th! 

Charles  1.  Pattern  half  groat  by  Briot.  FIDEI  DE¬ 
FENSOR.  VF-20.  Medium  golden  gray  with 
rich  iridescent  gold  highlights.  Nicely  centered 
with  strong  design  elements  for  the  grade.  Scarce 

and  important .  199 

Charles  II  (1660-1685).  1665  AR  pattern  farthing. 
Peck-407.  AU-50.  Silver  gray  with  subtle  high¬ 
lights  of  rose  and  blue  and  much  remaining  lus¬ 
tre.  Quite  different  from  the  circulation  dies.  Peck 
terms  this  variety  “very  scarce,”  but  this  pleasing 

specimen  is  quite  reasonably  priced  at . 399 

William  III  (1694-1702).  (1689-92)  Coronation  jeton 
or  “sixpence.”  Mitchener-4940.  EF-40.  Lustrous 
and  attractive  silver  gray  with  some  reflectivity  re¬ 
maining  in  protected  areas.  This  piece  is  considered 
a  “Royalist  medalet”  by  Mitchener  and  features  a 
bust  ofWilliam  III  on  the  obverse  with  a  sunburst 
and  the  legend  NON  DEVIO  on  the  reverse,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  William’s  reign  will  be  a  steady  one.  An 
attractive  and  interesting  item .  169 
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William  III.  1 697  B  sixpence.  KM-484.9.  Bristol  Mint 
EF-45  (NGC).  Lustrous  pewter  gray  with  blue  and 
gold  highlights.  Well  struck  with  impressive  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Well  done  portrait  of  William  remains  very 
sharp.  A  premium  quality  piece  for  the  grade.  .219 
Anne  (1702-1714).  1713  half  crown.  KM-525.1. 
EF-40.  What  a  beauty!  Pewter  gray  with  old  cabi¬ 
net  toning  and  some  lustre  remaining  in  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid  of  problems.  A  die 
flaw  may  be  seen  before  Anne’s  eye  in  the  left  ob¬ 
verse  field.  A  very  handsome  specimen  of  the  type, 

which  is  scarcely  found  much  finer . 499 

Anne.  1703  crown.  KM-519.1.  VG-8.  Light  golden 
toning  on  silver  gray  surfaces.  Evenly  worn  but 
never  abused.  The  VIGO  type  was  struck  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  at  Vigo 
Bay,  Spain  on  October  11,  1702,  which  allowed 
the  English  to  take  almost  one  millon  pounds  in 
silver.  This  crown  notes  the  victory  with  the 
VIGO  below  Anne’s  bust . 329 

For  more  information  about  the  battle  at  Vigo  Bay,  you 
may  consult  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  Lucien  M. 
LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May  2001,  or,  if  your  library  is  a  good 
one,  our  sale  of  the  Ezra  Cole  Collection,  January  1986, 
which  included  a  1703  Vigo  5  guineas  and  a  detailed  de¬ 
scription  of  the  coin  and  the  battle  which  spawned  it. 

George  1. 1723  shilling.  KM-539.3.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
SSC  issue.  Strong  lustre  on  delightful  steel  gray 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A  soft  natural  planchet 
mark,  as  struck,  is  noted  on  the  cheek,  otherwise 
mark-free  and  thoroughly  pleasing.  Made  from  sil¬ 
ver  supplied  by  the  South  Seas  Company  (SSC). 

King  George  I  never  looked  so  good! . 369 

George  I.  1723  shilling.  KM-539.3.  EF-45.  SSC  is¬ 
sue.  Gold  and  rose  highlights  on  lustrous  silver 
gray  surfaces.  Very  attractive  and  full  of  eye  appeal, 
despite  a  small  area  of  striking  weakness  near 
12:00  on  the  reverse.  A  very  desirable  example  of 

this  popular  issue .  199 

George  II  (1727-1760).  1728  sixpence.  KM- 
564.3.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Roses  and  plumes  be¬ 
tween  shields.  Lustrous  deep  gray  with  fighter 
high  points.  A  highly  pleasing  example  of  a 
popular  early  issue,  free  of  all  but  some  trivial 
marks,  and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade.  A 

good  value  at .  189 

George  II.  1758/7  sixpence.  KM-582.2.  EF-45. 
Beautiful  lustre  with  mottled  shades  of  rose,  or¬ 
ange,  and  blue.  What  an  eye-appealing  coin  for 
the  grade!  Choice  in  every  respect  and  with  a  bold 
overdate.  We  are  certain  this  lovely  little  coin 

won’t  last  long  at .  109 

George  II.  1737  shilling.  KM-561.5.  EF-40.  Pew¬ 
ter  gray  with  pale  blue  and  violet  highlights.  Very 
pleasing  and  decidedly  choice.  A  nice  example  of 

the  last  year  of  the  “Young  Flead”  type . 239 

George  III  (1760-1820).  Silver  penny.  KM-614. 
AU-58.  Frosty  with  a  high  degree  of  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  golden  toning.  A  tiny  bit  of  dyna¬ 
mite  about  the  size  of  a  U.S.  silver  three-cent 
piece,  petite  and  alluring  in  its  charm,  and  you 

can’t  beat  the  price . 39 

Victoria  (1837-1901).  1898  threepence.  KM-776. 
MS-65  (NGC).  Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  beautifully 
toned  blue  and  rose  surfaces.  A  most  appealing  gem 
specimen  of  the  Victoria  “old  head”  type . 75 

Guatemala 

Spanish  Colonial.  1769  P  four  reales.  KM-26.  F- 15. 
Even  silver  gray  with  no  defects  and,  most  nota¬ 
bly,  unholed.  Some  details  of  this  crudely  struck 
issues  are  sharp  enough  to  lay  claim  to  VF  status. 
Slightly  misaligned  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
obverse,  but  the  date  and  mintmark  are  still  plain. 
A  minor  planchet  flaw  blends  in  to  the  top  of  the 
reverse.  A  very  desirable  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue,  one  that  would  represent  this  mintmark 
well  in  a  collection  including  one  of  each  of  the 

Spanish  colonial  mints . 319 

Spanish  Colonial.  NG  mint.  1821  M  eight  reales.  KM- 
69.  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  prooflike 
reflectivity  on  the  reverse.  Some  abrasions  and  mi¬ 
nor  hairlines  do  not  detract  from  this  coin’s  notable 
eye  appeal.  1821  was  the  last  year  of  this  type,  and 
NG  is  one  of  the  scarcest  mintmarks  for  those  who 
assemble  a  “type  set”  of  all  the  Spanish  colonial 
mints.  A  choice  quality  ocho  reales .  239 

Hungary 

1659  KB  half  thaler.  KM-154.  VF-20.  Pewter  gray 
and  pale  violet  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  This 
type  features  the  young  bust  of  Leopold  “the 
Hogmouth”  of  Austria,  so-called  for  his  unfortu¬ 
nate  maxillofacial  structures.  Leopold  the 
Hogmouth  also  appears  on  the  coinage  of  his  na¬ 
tive  Austria,  though  this  young  bust  differs  rather 

notably  from  some  of  those  depictions .  195 

1639  KB  thaler.  KM-107,  D-3198.  EF-40.  Deep 
pewter  gray  with  excellent  visual  appeal.  A  good- 
looking  specimen  of  the  type . 419 

India 

British  Colonial.  1936-1/2  rupee.  KM-522.  MS-63. 
Fully  lustrous  silver  gray  with  outstanding  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 29 

British  Colonial.  Kutch.  1936  5  kori.  KM-67.  MS- 
65.  A  fully  lustrous  gem  with  outstanding  eye 
appeal  and  blazing  cartwheel.  Struck  in  the  name 
of  King  Edward  VIII,  one  of  the  few  pieces  struck 
under  his  “reign”  and  popular  as  such . 23 

Israel 

1949  (5709)  500  prutah.  KM-16,  D-257.  MS-64.  Full 
satiny  lustre  with  pale  champagne  highlights.  A  beau¬ 


tiful  specimen  of  the  first  crown-sized  coin  of  mod¬ 
em  Israel  from  a  mintage  of  only  34,000  pieces.  33 

Japan 

(1837-1854)  Tempo  era.  Silver  ichibu  gin.  KM- 
C16.  Choice  EF-45.  Lustrous  deep  gray  with 
some  lighter  highlights.  A  beautiful  coin  of  the 
type  that  was  in  circulation  in  japan  when  Com¬ 
modore  Matthew  C.  Perry  made  his  historic  trip 
to  Japan.  Own  a  piece  of  world  history  for  the 

amazingly  low  price  of  just . 39 

(1859-1868)  Ansei  era.  Silver  ichibu  gin.  KM-C16a. 
Choice  EF-45.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  strong 
design  details.  Another  beauty  from  the  Perry  era 

ofjapan’s  awakening,  yours  for  only . 39 

1917  50  sen.  KM-31.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
resplendent  cartwheel  lustre.  An  especially  choice 
gem . 99 

Mexico 

Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  (1542-54)  one  real. 
Carlos  andjuana.  VF-35.  Lovely  dark  pewter  gray 
with  some  very  minor  roughness  on  the  obverse. 
Nicely  struck  on  a  round  planchet  with  most  of 
the  legends  present.  This  coin  came  from  a  Span¬ 
ish  shipwreck  that  ran  aground  in  1554  near  Pa¬ 
dre  Island,  Texas  on  the  voyage  from  Mexico, 
where  this  coin  was  struck,  to  Havana  before 
heading  to  mainland  Spain.  Four  ships  began  this 
voyage,  but  only  one  reached  Havana.  This  coin 
comes  with  a  certificate  of  authenticity  noting  its 
pedigree  to  the  “Padre  Island  Wreck,”  which 
describes  the  known  facts  about  the  wreck.  Be¬ 
cause  the  fruit  of  this  shipwreck  has  been  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Texas,  this  coin  may  not  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  residents  of  that  state.  For  others, 
though,  this  remarkable  and  very  attractive  coin 

may  be  purchased  for .  199 

Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  We  were  fortunate 
enough  to  purchase  a  small  group  of  one  real  pieces 
of  the  Pillar  type,  all  of  which  grade  in  the  nice  VF- 
EF  range.  There  is  a  nice  selection  of  dates  on  hand 
from  1735  to  1770.  Nice  Pillar  one  reales  are  always 
in  demand  by  collectors  of  American  and  world  coins. 
Purchase  one  piece,  date  of  our  choice  for  only  .  99 


Three  different  dates . 279 

Five  different  dates . 449 


Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  We  are  also  pleased 
to  offer  a  small  selection  of  Pillar  two  reales  pieces 
from  Mexico,  the  predecessor  of  our  own  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  that  enjoyed  such  great  circulation  in  the 
Americas — so  wide,  in  fact,  that  nice  specimens 
are  tough  to  find  today.  The  dates  in  our  group 
range  from  1740  to  1759  and  all  pieces  are  nice 


VF-EF  coins.  Buy  one  for .  139 

Three  different  dates .  399 

Five  different  dates .  649 


Spanish  Colonial.  1767-MF  eight  reales  or  Pillar 
dollar.  Mexico  City  Mint.  KM-105.  Choice  AU- 
55  .  Highly  lustrous  lilac-gray  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  areas  of 
slightly  deeper  toning  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 
An  amazing  example  of  the  “coins  of  our  nation’s 
founders”  as  the  Guide  Book  calls  the  famous  pil¬ 
lar  dollar  or  “piece  of  eight.”  These  just  don’t 
come  this  nice  very  often,  and  there’s  no  telling 
when  we’ll  see  another  of  this  quality,  so  call 

quickly  for  this  early  “silver  dollar.” . 389 

Spanish  Colonial.  1786  FM  eight  reales.  Mexico  City 
mint.  KM-106.2.  AU-50.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
some  reflectivity,  particularly  on  the  reverse,  and 
peripheral  toning  of  blue  and  russet.  This  piece  has 
splendid  eye  appeal,  prooflike  and  bright  with  only 
minor  wear.  A  heavy  die  crack  is  noted  in  the  top 

left  of  the  reverse.  Unlikely  to  last  long  at .  159 

Spanish  Colonial.  1789-FM  eight  reales.  Mexico 
City  Mint.  KM-107.  AU-50.  Reign  of  Carlos  IV, 
bust  of  Carlos  III.  Lustrous  silver-gray  with  hints 
of  warm  golden  toning.  A  delightful  bust  eight 
reales  coin  with  blemish-free  surfaces  and  strong 

eye  appeal .  209 

Republic.  1 845- AM  Cap  and  Rays  eight  reales.  San 
Luis  Potosi  Mint.  KM-377.12.  MS-60+.  Highly 
lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  some  deep  golden 
toning  in  the  protected  areas.  A  nice  early  Cap  and 
Rays  piece  from  one  of  the  lesser-known  Mexico 
Mints.  Competitively  priced — check  the  Krause- 

Mishler  catalogue  on  this  one! .  199 

Republic.  1868-YF  Cap  and  Rays  eight  reales. 
Guanajuato  Mint.  KM-377.8.  MS-63  (ANACS). 
Sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous,  and  virtually 
blemish-free.  Lightly  toned  at  the  peripheries. 
Inshort,  all  you  could  desire  in  a  Cap  and  Rays 
eight  reales,  and  you  can’t  beat  the  price!  ...  109 

Netherlands 

Gelderland.  1 639  Lion  daalder  or  “dog  dollar.”  KM- 

15.2,  D-4849.  VF-20,  technically  much  finer  but 

showing  the  typical  crude  strike.  Some  lustre  re¬ 
mains  on  pleasing  silver  gray  surfaces.  Very  nice 
for  the  grade.  “Dog  dollars”  circulated  world¬ 
wide,  including  the  New  World . 99 

Kampen.  1645  Lion  daalder.  Lily  mintmark.  KM- 

35.2,  D-4879.  VF-20,  usual  light  strike  on  typi¬ 

cally  uneven  planchet.  Choice  for  the  grade  and 
issue,  with  plenty  of  design  details  present.  One 
of  the  early  “trade  dollars”  of  the  world,  and  im¬ 
portant  as  such . . . 99 

Zeeland.  1785  6  stuivers.  KM-90.  EF-40.  Even  sil¬ 
ver  gray  with  some  traces  of  lustre.  Very  nice  for 
the  assigned  grade.  A  handsome  depiction  of  a 
Dutch  sailing  vessel,  the  sort  that  traded  world¬ 
wide  in  the  18th  century,  is  on  the  reverse.  199 


Palestine 

British  Mandate.  1942  100  mils.  KM-7.  MS-60.  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  with  impeccable  cartwheel  lustre.  Per¬ 
haps  dippied  long  ago,  but  very  pleasing  and 
attractive.  This  is  the  final  year  of  issue  for  this 

largest  Palestinian  coin.  A  bargain  at . 69 

Peru 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1694  M  one  real.  KM-20. 
VF-35.  Pale  silver  gray  with  outstanding  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Nicely  detailed  where  struck  up,  which 
luckily  includes  two  and  a  half  dates  (!)  and  two 
clear  mintmarks  though  much  of  the  planchet  was 
too  thin  to  be  fully  impacted  by  the  dies.  A  most 

attractive  cob  one  real .  169 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1740  V  eight  reales.  KM- 
34a.  VF-25.  Medium  silver  gray.  Struck  on  a 
nearly  round  planchet,  with  the  all  important  date 
and  assayer  struck  up  nicely;  quite  scarce  as  such. 
A  very  nice  example  of  an  eight  reales  in  cob  form, 
somewhat  circulated  and  all  the  more  lovely  be¬ 
cause  it  is  rather  typical  for  the  issue . 239 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1813  JP  four  reales.  KM- 
116.  VF-20.  Pewter  gray  with  old  golden  toning 
in  protected  regions.  Choice  for  the  grade;  a  su¬ 
perb  specimen  of  this  scarcest  denomination. 

Unlikely  to  last  long  at . 239 

Republic.  1826-1/4  real.  KM-143.1.  F-15.  Silver 
gray  with  darker  highlights.  A  pleasing  circulated 
example  of  the  first  year  of  “the  little  llama  of 
Lima.”  Little  and  cute . 45 

Philippines 

Republic.  1947-S  50  centavos.  KM-184.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  fully  lustrous.  This  is  about  as  close  to  a  1 947- 
S  half  dollar  as  any  U.S.  collector  can  hope  for — the 
San  Francisco  Mint  struck  these  pieces  for  the  newly 
independent  Philippine  Islands.  The  obverse  features 
General  DouglasMacArthur  and  his  title  as  “De¬ 
fender  and  Liberator  of  the  Philippines.” . 8 

Russia 

Empire.  1916  10  kopecks.  KM-20a.l.  Osaka, Japan 
mint.  MS-60.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  good  lus¬ 
tre.  The  only  issue  from  this  mint  of  the  10  ko¬ 
peck  denomination,  and  the  second  to  last  year  of 
the  Romanov  coinage  (though  the  1917  issues  are 

avidly  sought  and  rather  scarce) . 29 

Empire.  1874  20  kopecks.  KM-22a.  1 .  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  superb  lustre.  Struck  at  St.  Petersburg, 

as  were  all  of  this  type.  Full  of  eye  appeal . 39 

Empire.  1846  rouble.  KM-168.1.  MS-63  PL.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  fight 
golden  highlights.  Beautiful  visual  appeal!  ..  269 

Spain 

Local  coinage.  Yslas  Baleares  (Balearic  Islands). 
Majorca.  1821  30  sueldos  (sous).  KM-CL53.1. 
EF-40.  Warm  lilac-gray.  An  impressive  example 
of  local  coinage  under  Fernando  VII.  Curious, 
intriguing,  affordable . .  219 

Straits  Settlements 

1920  50  cents.  KM-35.1.  MS-63.  Brilliant  silver 
gray  and  fully  lustrous.  A  handsome  specimen 
from  this  British  colony,  which  included  what  is 
today  Singapore . 25 

Sweden 

1938  two  kronor.  Delaware  300th  Anniversary 
commemorative  issue.  KM-807.  MS-64.  Bright 
and  lustrous  with  splashes  of  pale  golden  toning. 
Dual-dated  1638-1938.  Issued  to  celebrate  the 
300th  Anniversary  of  Swedish  settlement  in  Dela¬ 
ware,  as  was  our  own  U.S.  Delaware  half  dollar 
of  the  same  date.  A  must  for  U.S.  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar  specialists . 23 

Switzerland 

Bern.  1796  half  thaler.  KM-151.  MS-61,  some¬ 
what  prooflike.  A  lustrous  silver  beauty  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  DOMINUS 
PROVIDEBIT  around  standing  Swiss  Guard  on 
obverse,  date  below,  RESPUBLICA  BERNENSIS 
around  crowned  arms  of  Bern,  bear  (the  roly-poly 
emblem  of  canton  Bern)  on  shield.  An  attractive 

design  on  an  equally  attractive  coin .  499 

Freiburg.  1827  1  batz.  KM-83(75).  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  pewter  gray  with  some  light  reflectivity. 
Overstruck  on  an  earlier  type,  with  many  details  able 
to  be  discerned  under  magnification.  A  nice  speci¬ 
men  from  this  canton  in  western  Switzerland.  195 
Vaud.  1817  1  batz.  KM-8.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly 
prooflike  pewter  gray  with  excellent  lustre  and 
eye  appeal.  Well  struck  and  attractive.  Vaud  is 
located  near  the  French  border  on  the  north  shore 

of  Lake  Geneva .  195 

Vaud.  1820  1  batz.  KM-8.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
silver  gray  with  reflective  surfaces.  Full  of  eye  ap¬ 
peal .  195 

1979  5  francs.  KM-57.  MS-63.  One  of  the  most 
visually  interesting  coins  in  our  inventory!  This 
piece  features  a  digitally  produced  visage  of  Albert 
Einstein,  perhaps  one  of  the  earliest  numismatic 
manifestations  of  the  Silicon  Age  (back  in  the  days 
of  the  8886  and  Tron).  A  delightful  coin  for  the 
technophile  or  Einstein  fan .  17 

Viet  Nam  (Annam) 

(1802-1820)  Lang.  Gia  long.  KM-Sch#l  19.  VF+.  A 
neat  silver  “ingot”  coin  that  will  add  a  new  di¬ 
mension  to  your  collecting  habits;  why  setde  for 
“round?” . . .  199 


WORLD  GOLD  COINS 


Brazil 

Colonial.  1753  R  6400  reis.  KM-172.1.  AU-55. 

This  coin,  as  well  as  the  piece  that  follows  and  the 
1753  peca  of  Portugual  later  in  this  listing,  comes 
from  the  famed  Clive  of  India  wreck,  an  unidentified 
ship  which  sank  on  its  way  to  India  in  the  decade  or 
two  after  this  coin  was  struck.  The  present  coin  is 
basically  Uncirculated,  though  its  surfaces  are  lighdy 
etched  with  seawater  scale.  This  coin’s  original  lus¬ 
tre  still  shines  through  in  places,  and  its  eye  appeal 
is  immense.  Sir  Robert  Clive’s  incredible  career 
began  as  a  clerk;  1 5  years  later  he  was  a  British  gov¬ 
ernor  in  India,  and  by  1760  he  was  given  an  Irish 
peerage  to  reward  him  for  his  victories  during  the 
Seven  Years  War.  These  coins  likely  came  from  a 
British  East  India  Company  ship  that  was  dispatched 
to  pay  Clive’s  soldiers  in  India.  A  historic  coin  and 
a  delightful  specimen  of  a  coin  that  saw  worldwide 

currency  in  the  18th  century .  999 

Colonial.  1754  R  6400  reis.  KM-172.1.  AU-55. 
Like  the  coin  above,  this  piece  is  from  the  so- 
called  Clive  of  India  wreck.  The  bright  yellow 
gold  surfaces  are  lighdy  affected  by  the  saltwater 
(and,  more  notably  and  probably,  coral  deposits) 
but  generous  areas  of  unaffected  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
face  are  still  present.  Unworn  and  full  of  eye  ap¬ 
peal,  this  coin  is  a  golden  piece  of  18th-century 
military  and  trading  history . 999 

Chile 

Spanish  Colonial.  1788-DA  eight  scudos.  Santiago 
Mint.  KM-27.  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
yellow  gold  with  frosted  design  elements  and  mirror 
fields.  A  splendid  coin  for  the  grade,  exhibiting  as  it 
does  the  full  artistic  merits  of  Spain’s  New  World 
Mints  and  engravers.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  “dou¬ 
bloon”  (for  such  is  the  nickname  for  this  world-fa¬ 
mous  issue,  the  golden  doubloon  of  the  “Spanish 
Main,’  ’  the  fabled  doubloon  of  pirate  legend  and  lore) . 
Add  this  beauty  to  your  collection  for . 3,495 

_ Egypt _ 

1938  500  piastres.  KM-373.  Proof-65  (NGC). 
Deeply  reflective  rich  yellow  gold.  This  large  sized 
gold  coin  features  King  Farouk,  best  known  to  nu¬ 
mismatists  for  his  massive  collection,  perhaps  better 
described  as  a  hoard,  of  all  manner  of  coins  (not  to 
mention  his  huge  collections  of  other  sorts  of  things). 
Farouk  reigned  until  1952,  when  his  playboy  lifestyle 
had  finally  taken  enough  of  a  toll  on  the  Egyptian 
economy  and  he  was  overthrown.  This  scarce  one 
year  type  commemorates  the  Royal  Wedding  and 
contains  over  an  ounce  of  gold.  Its  is  thought  that 
most  of  these  escaped  the  country  when  Farouk  and 
his  partisans  were  sent  into  exile,  while  his  remark¬ 
able  collections  stayed  in  Egypt  to  be  sold.  This  is  a 
superb  specimen  in  an  impeccable  state  of  preserva-  . 
tion  yet  is  priced  under  catalogue  at . 2,249 

German  States 

Brunsurick-Luneburg-Calenberg-Hannover.  1750-S 
half  goldgulden  (thaler).  KM-300.  EF-40. 

Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  few  marks  of  any 
note.  A  neat  German  States  gold  coin  (about  U.S. 
quarter  eagle  size)  that  features  the  titulature  and  por¬ 
trait  ofEngland’s  King  George  II  on  the  obverse  and 
German  values  and  legends  on  the  reverse.  ...  595 
Hall.  1746-CGL  ducat.  KM-35.  MS-63, 
Prooflike.  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  ornate  bust  of  Francis  to  right,  reverse 
with  ornate  and  picturesque  arms  of  Hall.  A  rarity 
in  all  respects;  just  550  examples  of  this  pleasing 
ducat  were  struck.  The  present  coin  must  be 
among  the  finest  survivors  of  that  tiny  mintage,  yet 
we  offer  it  at  what  seems  a  tiny  price  when  com¬ 
pared  to  a  U.S.  rarity  of  the  same  stature.  .  2,450 
Numberg  (Nuremburg).  Undated  (1700).  Klippe  quar¬ 
ter  ducat.  KM-252.  AU-58,  decidedly  choice  for 
the  grade.  Klippe  (diamond-shaped)  with  arms  of 
city  on  obverse  in  beaded  circle,  lamb  with  pen¬ 
nants  on  reverse  in  beaded  circle,  ornate  fleur-de- 

fis  at  each  comer.  Small  but  beautiful . 339 

Wurzberg.  1779-R  ducat.  KM-409.  AU-50.  Lustrous 
honey  gold  with  deeper  orange  highlights.  Bust  of 
Duke  Adam  to  right  in  diamond  on  obverse,  reverse 
with  scene  of  Mary  and  Jesus  in  diamond.  Some 
light  planchet  adjustment  marks  (as  struck)  are  seen 
in  a  few  places  at  the  rim;  they  do  not  interfere  with 
the  design  nor  do  they  detract  in  any  way  from  the 
overall  appeal  and  quality  of  the  coin . 1,450 

Great  Britain  -  England 

Charles  1. 1644  triple  unite.  Oxford  Mint,  Dec¬ 
laration  issue.  KM-339.  EF-45  (NGC).  Rich 
golden  highlights  on  lustrous  honey  gold  surfaces. 

A  simply  beautiful  example  of  this  large  and  im¬ 
pressive  English  gold  issue;  impressive  by  virtue  of 
its  size,  quality,  and  the  very  fact  that  a  large  gold 
coin  such  as  this  has  survived  the  tumultuous  times 
since  its  minting  without  being  melted!  OXON 
(for  Oxford)  below  date  on  reverse.  Rarity  and 
quality  combine  in  a  joyous  celebration  of  the  early 

English  coiner’s  art.  Rare  so  fine . 11 ,995 

George  II.  1748  five  guineas.  KM-586.2.  MS- 
64  (NGC).  Beautiful  fully  lustrous  and  deeply 
reflective  bright  yellow  gold.  A  remarkably 
choice  coin,  with  only  a  few  minor  hairlines 
keeping  it  from  full  gem  status.  The  five  guinea 
denomination  was  the  largest  gold  coin  Great 
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pectacular 
old  Nuggets 


examples  shown  2x 


the  S.S.  Central  America 


Share  in  the  fortune  of  the  49ers! 

The  dream  of  every  westward  bound  “49er”on  his  (occasionally,  her)  way  to  the 
California  gold  fields  was  to  realize  vast  fortunes  from  his  labors.  The  grand  majority  of 
49ers  never  actually  struck  pay  dirt,  at  least  not  in  sufficient  quantities  to  retire.  But, 
imagine  the  excitement  when  a  lucky  soul — after  hours  of  toiling  in  the  dust  and  dirt  in 
the  American  River  or  one  of  its  branches — spots  that  first  glitter  of  gold  beckoning 
from  the  soil  before  him! 

That  same  excitement  and  allure — that  of  the  California  Gold  Rush — -is  just  a  toll- 
free  call  away.  Call  today  and  in  just  a  few  short  hours  you  can  hold  in  your  hands  and 
share  with  family  and  friends  a  spectacular  gold  nugget  unearthed  in  California  over  150 
years  ago.  And,  as  icing  on  the  cake,  your  nugget  has  the  added  fascination  ofhaving  been 
“safely  stored”  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  until  recent  times. 


Treasure  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea 

On  August  20,  1857,  several  hundred  passengers  boarded  the  S.S.  Sonora 
and  left  San  Francisco  headed  south  toward  Panama  City.  Aboard  was  over 
$1.6  million  in  gold — coins,  ingots,  and  gold  still  in  its  native  form — the 
very  dust  and  nuggets  that  provided  the  49ers  with  the  thrill  of  discovery.  In 
early  September,  the  trip  continued  across  the  Panama  Railroad,  then  from 
the  port  of  Aspinwall  on  the  Atlantic,  bound  for  New  York  City  on  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  However,  the  ship  was  never  to  make  its  destination,  as  a 
hurricane  took  many  of  its  passengers  and  all  of  its  treasure  to  the  bottom  of 
the  sea  on  September  12th,  1857.  The  S.S.  Central  America  came  to  rest  in 
the  darkness  7,200  feet  below  the  surface,  about  160  miles  off  the  coast  of 
the  Carolinas. 


California  Gold  Rush 


Your  Opportunity  to  Own  a  Fabulous  Gold  Nugget 

Fast  forward  to  June  2001.  The  ship  is  located,  the  treasure  recovered, 
and  many  of  the  coins,  ingots  and  other  gold  items  are  available  for  private 
purchase.  Interest  from  museums,  private  clients,  treasure  enthusiasts, 


numismatists,  and  others  causes  a  literal  buying  frenzy 
for  all  recovered  gold  from  the  ship.  Now,  we  offer  you 
a  very  limited  opportunity  to  purchase  a  spectacular  gold 
nugget  with  a  pedigree  and  story  unlike  any  that  have 
come  before!  Each  is  unique  in  form  and  appearance 
and  in  virtually  the  same  condition  as  the  day  it  was 
found. 

Here’s  what  you  will  receive! 

To  guarantee  their  authenticity,  their  provenance  and 
their  preservation,  each  nugget  is  housed  in  an  attractive 
Collectors  Universe  holder  guaranteeing  its  pedigree  to 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  labeled  with  its  weight  to  the 
tenth  of  a  gram  and  a  serial  number  for  future 
identification. 

These  premium  nuggets — weighing  from  2  grams  to 
over  6  grams — are  available  in  a  strictly  limited  quantity, 
in  fact,  fewer  than  300  in  all!  Nuggets  of  this  size  are 
fairly  scarce  in  nature  and  rarer  still  with  the  exciting 
S.S.  Central  America  pedigree. 

Once  they  are  sold,  most  will  probably  be  off  the 
market  for  decades,  as  few  would  part  with  such  a  magnificent  piece — a  beautiful 
specimen  with  a  combination  of  intrinsic  value  and  historical  import,  combined 
with  an  exciting  adventure  story  to  boot.  For  those  who  enjoy  studying  the  history 
and  economic  impact  of  the  California  Gold  Rush,  for  those  who  enjoy  treasure  lost 
and  treasure  found,  for  those  who  enjoy  rocks  and  minerals,  and  for  those  who  enjoy 
the  numismatic  appeal — these  nuggets  are  an  important  relic  of  our  unending 
fascination  with  all  of  the  above. 

Share  in  the  dream  of  the  49ers — stake  your  claim  today! 

Call  1-800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card  handy  and  ask  for  the  “nugget  desk.” 
Prices  range  from  $490  to  $  1 800,  and  shapes  vary  widely.  Our  representative  will  quote 
you  a  special  price  per  your  weight  specifications. 


Britain  ever  struck  for  general  circulation — each 
one  is  a  spectacular  lump  of  gold  irregardless  of 
condition.  While  few  Britons  would  ever  have 
the  wherewithal  to  carry  a  five  guinea  coin,  they 
nevertheless  endured  much  “circulation”  in 
large  transactions  and  many  became  quite  worn 
as  a  result;  many  more  endured  placement  in 
jewelry  so  very  few  of  those  extant  survive  in  this 
state  of  preservation.  The  denomination  would 
see  its  swan  song  in  1753,  and  this  1748  issue  was 
the  setond  to  last  struck.  Unpriced  above  EF  in 
any  of  the  major  catalogues  (KM,  Freidberg, 
Seaby,  Coincraft,  etc.)  and  certainly  never  in 
need  of  upgrading.  A  phenomenal  type  coin 
which  belongs  in  an  advanced  connoisseur’s  col¬ 
lection .  16,900 

George  HI.  1804  half  sovereign.  KM-651.  MS- 
61.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  olive  irides¬ 
cence.  “Bull  Head”  bust  of  George  III  to  right  on 
obverse,  reverse  with  British  arms  and  date.  A  neat 
item,  about  the  size  ofa  U.S.  half  eagle,  and  from 
that  magic  year  in  U.S.  numismatics,  1804!  Con¬ 
servatively  graded  . . . 539 

Portugal 

Empire.  1753  peca  (4  escudos).  KM-240.  AU- 

55.  Technically  Mint  State,  but  affected  by  salt¬ 
water  immersion.  This  piece,  like  two  pieces 
listed  above  under  Brazil,  is  from  the  Clive  of  In¬ 
dia  wreck.  While  likely  struck  from  Brazilian  gold 
and  featuring  the  same  designs  as  the  6400  reis 
pieces  struck  in  Rio,  this  specimen  was  actually 
coined  in  Portugal.  This  coin  and  its  Brazilian 
brethren  were  well  known  in  America  as  a  half 
jo”  or  “halfjohannes,”so  named  for  John  VI  of 
Portugal  who  appeared  on  an  earlier  type.  A 
golden  beauty,  with  some  planchet  striations  from 
pre-striking  adjustment  and  saltwater  surfaces 


typical  of  a  shipwreck  coin  (besides  the  miracu¬ 
lously  well-curated  coins  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.) .  999 

Sweden 

1700  quarter  ducat.  KM-330.  MS-61,  Proof¬ 
like.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  frosty  motifs  and 
mirror  fields.  Heavily  armored  ornate  bust  of 
Charles  XII  to  right  on  obverse,  date  and  crowned 
arms  of  Sweden  on  the  reverse.  A  small  golden 
treasure,  about  the  size  of  a  U.S.  Type  II  gold 
dollar.  On  a  slightly  wavy  planchet,  absolutley  as 
struck  (not  bent  later),  which  adds  a  certain  flair 
to  its  quality  and  historicity .  1,595 

1675  ducat.  KM-277.  MS-63,  Prooflike.  Lus¬ 
trous  honey  gold  with  frosty  motifs  and  mirror 
fields.  Unpriced  above  EF  in  Krause-Mishler,  and 
a  definite  rarity  in  Mint  State!  Laureated  bust  of 
Charles  XI  to  left  on  obverse,  arms  of  Sweden  and 
date  on  reverse.  Some  lightness  of  strike  at  the 
reverse  center,  otherwise  sharp  and  appealing 
overall.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  world 
coin  specialist  seeking  value  and  rarity.  We  doubt 
that  many  finer  examples  of  this  issue  can  be 
found,  so  call  quickly .  12,895 

1818-OL  ducat.  KM-409.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and 
frosty  olive-gold  with  a  touch  of  proolike 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Only  6,389  examples  of 
the  date  were  struck,  with  many  of  the  survivors 
from  that  slim  mintage  well  below  the  grade  of¬ 
fered  here.  Bust  of  Charles  XIV  to  left  on  ob¬ 
verse,  crowned  arms  in  garter  on  reverse,  date 
below.  Some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  reverse, 
typical  for  the  issue,  but  still  choice  and  pleasing 
for  the  grade .  1,150 

Call  to  Order:  800-222-5993 


Switzerland 

Bern.  1795  two  duplones  (doubloons).  KM- 
144.  AU-55.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  ol¬ 
ive  highlights,  somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields. 
Crowened  arms  of  Canton  Bern  (a  strident  bear 
on  shield)  on  obverse,  reverse  with  DEUS / 
PROVIBET/1795  on  three  lines  within  wreath. 
A  beautiful  specimen  of  a  popular  and  highly  col¬ 
lectable  issue,  slightly  larger  than  a  U.S.  $10  eagle 
in  size.  Free  of  all  but  some  trivial  hairlines,  and 

guaranteed  to  please  as  such .  1 ,895 

Bern.  1796  two  duplones  (doubloons).  KM- 
147.  MS-61,  Prooflike.  Lustrous  honey-gold 
with  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Sharply 
struck.  Obverse  with  crowned  amis  of  Bern,  re¬ 
verse  with  standing  Swiss  Guard  cavalier  holding 
pickaxe  and  fasces,  date  below.  A  classic  Swiss 
design  in  an  outstanding  state  of  preservation. 
This  is  where  quality  collections  of  world  gold 

begin!  As  affordable  as  it  is  lovely .  4,150 

Solothum.  1789  quarter  duplone.  KM-55.  AU- 
55.  Rich  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  ol¬ 
ive  iridescence.  Crowned  arms  of  Canton 
Solothum  on  obverse,  armored  Swiss  Guard  with 
flag  and  sword  on  reverse,  date  to  side.  A  touch 
of  striking  weakness  is  seen  at  the  centers,  other¬ 
wise  choice  and  a  delightful  coin  overall. 
Unpriced  above  EF  in  Krause-Mishler.  U.S. 
quarter  eagle-sized  (for  reference) . 850 

Vatican  City 

Papal  States.  1735  scudo  d’or.  KM-866.  AU-55. 

Rich  and  lustrous  honey-gold.  Crowned  arms  of 
Pope  Clement  XII  on  obverse,  LVMEN/ 
RECTIS/ 1 735  in  three  lines  within  shield,  sea  shell 
above  on  reverse.  A  neat  and  affordable  golden  link 
to  the  Papacy  of  the  19th  century . 925 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

The  Ideal  Gift! 

$50  Up — You  Pick  the  Amount! 

We  have  Gift  Certificates  available  in  any  amount 
from  $50  up.  Just  call  us,  ask  for  the  specific 
amount,  give  us  your  fonn  of  payment,  and  we 
will  do  the  rest.  A  fantastic  gift  for  a  coin-collect¬ 
ing  spouse  or  friend — or  a  great  way  to  introduce 
someone  to  “the  world’s  greatest  hobby.” 

Or,  if  your  spouse  or  “significant  other”  collects 
coins,  and  you  don’t  know  what  terms  such  as 
“Rulau  HT-31,”  or  “1817  N-16  obverse 
brockage  with  30  stars,”  “Eastman  Johnson’s 
holey  design,  or  “1795  Hidden  Star  silver  dollar” 
mean,  then  buy  him  or  her  a  gift  certificate!  And, 
if  your  lucky  gift  recipient  orders  books — always 
a  great  gift  and  value — a  discount  awaits! 


Don’t  miss 
our  book 
specials  and 
current  titles 
on  the  back 
page  of  this 
issue  of  The 
Coin  Collector! 
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Books  for  Sale 

— Special  Discount  Prices- 

This  Week’s  Book  Specials 

No  further  discounts  apply. 

Prices  do  not  include  shipping  and  handling. 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


American  -numismatic 
Association 

CEVTEMMI,  BBSIORY 


A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from  1891 
to  date.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00 

Special  Price:  $110.00 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  &  Bill  Van  Note 


P  TREASURE 
HUNTING 

K  Liberty  Head 
£,:  Nickels 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
for  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 


A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States  coins, 
including  the  new  state  quarters.  Loaded  with 
great  articles,  charts  and  color  illustrations.  216 
pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 

Special  Price:  $7.45 


United  States  Numismatic  Litera¬ 
ture:  Volume  I — 19th-  Century 
Auction  Catalogs 

By  John  W.  Adams 


'-UNITED  STATES'. 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 


by  Kevin  Flynn  and  Hill  Van  Note 


This  book  will  make  attribution  of  your  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  varieties  a  breeze!.  130  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  $29.95 

Special  Price:  $23.95 


Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  This  classic 
work  is  the  foundation  stone  for  studying  19th- 
century  coin  dealers,  auctioneers,  and  catalogues. 
279  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List  $49.50 

Special  Price:  $34.50 


Everybody  loves  a  discount,  and  if  you  are  a  book  buyer,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  Pick  out 
the  titles  you  want,  and  no  matter  what  the  size  of  your  order,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  top!  Or,  if 
your  order  totals  $100  or  more  list  prices— not  hard  to  do  with  all  of  the  good  titles  we  offer— take  a 
generous  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of  helping  you  build  your  library,  helping  you  gain  knowledge, 
and  helping  you  enjoy  numismatics.  Each  and  every  book  is  guaranteed  to  please  you  100%,  or  it  can  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt,  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given. 


Stock  No. 

Title 

Retail  Price/  Copy 

Your  Order  Price 

BAN-212 

America's  Gold  Coinage  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-215 

America’s  Large  Cent  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BDO-500 

America's  Money— America’s  Story  (sftbd) 

34.95 

BAN-210 

America's  Silver  Coinage;  1794-1891  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-211 

America's  Silver  Dollars  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BBM-404 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BAN-710 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  (2  Volumes,  hrdbd) 

159.00 

BAN-711 

American  Numismatic  Association  Anthology  (hrdbd) 

65.00 

BBM-405 

American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War  1760-1860  (hrdbd) 

89.95 

BSG-600-601 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  1848-1909  (sftbd)  (hrdbd) 

49  95/69.95 

BBM-309 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  (sftbd) 

14.95 

BWE-825 

Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties,  The  (spiralbd) 

39.95 

BLE-501-504 

Bowers  and  Merena's  “Uttle  Editions’ 

4/$1 9.95 

BBM-402 

Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BOW-800 

California  Coiners  and  Assayers  (hrdbd) 

49.95 

BFI-114 

Cherrypickers’  Pocket  Guide,  Top  150  (spiralbd) 

19.95 

BFI-950 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varities  (spiralbd) 

34.95 

BTE-800 

Coin  Lore;  The  Collected  Essays  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BAN-214 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

CWA250 

Coin  World  Almanac  (sftbd) 

20.00 

BBM-401 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money;  A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BBM-308/308a 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.;  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (sftbd)  (hrdbd) 

39.95/49  95 

BLA-106A 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels  (hrdbd) 

36.95 

BLA-750 

Complete  Guide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage  (sftbd) 

35.00 

BTO-IOO 

Complete  Guide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars,  The  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BGR-222 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  The  (sftbd) 

36.95 

BLA-107 

Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  The  (sftbd) 

43.95 

BVA-710 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

79.95 

BVA-980 

Crime  of  1873,  The  Comstock  Connection:  A  Tale  of  Mines,  Trades  &  Morgan  Dollars  (hrdbd) 

34.95 

BCR-271 

Early  Coins  of  America  (hrdbd) 

45.00 

BOV-100 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BNE-500 

Early  Paper  Money  of  America  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BBM-802 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Instruments  (hrdbd) 

89.95 

BSW-742 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BRL-100 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BFH15 

Fivaz,  Bill,  Counterfeit  Detection  Guide  (spiralbd) 

10.00 

BGO-300 

Gobrecht  Journal,  The:  Collective  Volume  4—1995  (hrdbd) 

44.00 

BWI-819 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint  1838-1861 

35.00 

BWI-818 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint  1838-1861  (sftbd) 

25.00 

BMA-850 

Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  1793-1857  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BAK-749 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  (hrdbd) 

19.95 

BFH20 

Helpful  Hints  for  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting  (spiralbd) 

15.95 

BBM-130 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BLA-851A 

Investing,  Collecting,  and  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BWI-900 

John  Reich:  A  Numismatic  Biography  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BWI-202 

Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book,  The  (spiralbd) 

40.00 

BLE-440 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece— 1864  Attribution  Guide  (spiralbd) 

24.95 

BBM-146A 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  (hrdbd) 

62.50 

BMA-600 

Mason’s  Stamp  &  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine  (3  volumes) 

240.00 

BRU-555 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington,  The  (hrdbd) 

34.95 

BMO-200 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confederation  (hrdbd) 

100.00 

BHE-700 

Neighborhood  Mint  (sftbd) 

3000 

BBM-200 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-207 

Numismatist's  Countryside  Companion.  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-208 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-202 

Numismatist's  Lakeside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-209 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-210 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-206 

Numismatist's  Weekend  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BRH-200 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading  and  Counterfeit  Detection  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BFR-105A 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States  (hrdbd) 

35.00 

BSH-100 

Penny  Whimsy  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BRU-414 

Photograde  (sftbd) 

10.95 

BMT-100 

Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994:  An  Annotated  Index  of  the  First  100  Issues  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BBM-407 

Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804,  The  (hdbd) 

69.95 

BTR-950 

Scott  Travers’  Top  88  Coins  Over  $100  (sftbd) 

11.95 

BCW-700 

Smart  Collector:  United  States  Coin  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BDO-505 

Soho  Mint  &  Industrialization  of  Money  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BRU-725 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900  (sftbd) 

47.95 

BTA-404 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BCL-700 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (sftbd) 

24.95 

BAN-213 

The  Token:  America’s  Other  Money  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BFE-300/301 

Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys  (Spiralbound/ Leatherette) 

24.95 

BBM-406 

Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  The  (hrdbd) 

69.95 

BFL-301 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BFL-302 

T reasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BRA-511 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BNE-798 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BBM-302 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BBM-135 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  (hrdbd) 

57.95 

BM  0-400 

United  States  Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BPO-100 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  (hrdbd) 

79.00 

BSU-300 

U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia  (spiralbd) 

32.00 

BFO-750 

U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BTA900 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Gold  Eagles  1795-1804  (hrdbd) 

69.9655 

BBM-303 

U.S.  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BBM-140 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  (del.  hrdbd) 

29.00 

BBR-999/999A 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S.  Cents  (hrdbd/dlxhrdbd) 

89.95/149.95 

BBR-764 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hrdbd) 

135.00 

BBR-724 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents  (hrdbd) 

65.00 

BWI-400 

Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book  (spiralbd) 

40.00 

BBM-422 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  (hrdbd) 

49.95 

Discount:  10%  on  orders  up  to  and  including  $100/20%  on  orders  over  $100 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50  PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total  of  Order 

Order  it  Today,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 


Select  the  coins  you  want  to  buy. 

Call  Gail  or  Debbie  in  our  Rare  Coin 
Gallery  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 

Charge  your  order  to  Visa, 
MasterCard,  AMEX,  or  Discover/ 
Novusor,  if  you  have  established  credit, 


ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will 
need  your  street  address  (not  box  ad¬ 
dress)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  free  (upon  request)  for  or¬ 
ders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for 
orders  under  $500. 


How 

To 

Order 


By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 

By  e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 
On  the  internet:  www.bowersand merena.com 


KEEP 

The  Coin  Collector 

COMING! 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

*+  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

30-day  return  privilege  (7  days  for 
certified  coins). 

**■  Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 

*+■  Visa,  Mastercard,  American 
Express,  and  Discover/Novus  aocepted. 

**  Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all  or- 
ders  under  $500.00. 

For  overnight  delivery  of  coins  via 
Federal  Express,  order  before  1  p.m. 
Eastern  time.  Free  on  orders  of  $500  or 
more;  $10  on  orders  under  $500. 


As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no 
errors  occur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes 
things  can  slip  by.  We  are  not  responsible  for 
any  typographical  errors  in  prices  or  otherwise. 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the 
answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one  of 
the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items  from 
this  issue,  and  the  next  few  issues  will  come 
your  way.  (If  you  have  already  ordered  from 
any  of  the  four  previous  issues ,  you  will  auto¬ 
matically  receive  copies.) 

□  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
to  The  Coin  Collector  AND  the  Rare  Coin 


Review,  America’s  leading  rare  coin  magazine 
(sixissues,listprice$10each).Avalue  of  over  $90. 

□  Send  $145  for  a  frill  year’s  subscription  (do¬ 
mestic  subscription)  to  Bowers  and  Merena  pub¬ 
lications  including  The  Coin  Collector,  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  five  of  our  Grand  Format™ 
coin  auction  catalogues,  a  value  of  over  $300  if 
purchased  separately! 

□  You  can  also  subscribe  to  our  publications  by 
going  to  www.bowersandmerena .  com  and  click¬ 
ing  on  subscription. 


Yes!  I CC  #118 1 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as 
well  as  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ($29) 

□  Please  send  a  foil  subscription.  ($145) 

— 

Name 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept. 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

□  Visa  a  MC  □AmEx  □Discover/Novus 

Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


